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Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 13, 2023
9:00 a.m.

Liturgical worship with organ
Setting 2



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation
e0n our website at www.gracedm.org

eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation

epicking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall,
or newsletters in the Entryway.

Worship Online: When you cannot be with us in person, you can participate in worship
on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

Prelude From the "Melodic Suite, 1. Trumpet Voluntary"
C. Callahan

Welcome

Please stand as you are able

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and
every season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.

C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our
neighbors.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Merciful God,

C: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our commu-
nity. We have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded
your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your
mercy.

L: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers bound-
less grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are
freed and forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn  “Let Us Go Now to the Banquet” #523

Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Kyrie
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L:In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C:Lord, have mer-cy.
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pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mer - cy.




Hymn of Praise
Quite often in the
Bible, Jesus eats with
people and shares
parables about ban-
quets and feasts.
This hymn points us
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L:For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have  mer-cy.
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L:Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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C:A T men.

Canticle of Praise

Refrain
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I Wor-thy is  Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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an opportunity for us
to hear and sing the
hymn of praise with
all the saints in heav-
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strength, and  hon -or, bless-ing, and  glo-ry are  his.
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hymn of  all cre - a-tion: Bless-ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and
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L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray,

C: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and
cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliv-
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Reading Notes

On Mount Horeb,
where God had ap-
peared to Moses with
typical signs of God’s
presence—
earthquake, wind,
and fire—Elijah now
experienced God in
“sheer silence.” God
assured Elijah that he
is not the only faithful
believer. Seven thou-
sand Israelites are
still loyal. God in-
structed Elijah to
anoint two men as
kings and to anoint
Elisha as his own suc-
cessor.

er your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the
faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18

%At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and
spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you
doing here, Elijah?” °He answered, “| have been very zealous for
the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with
the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.”

"He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord,
for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so
strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in piec-
es before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after
the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earth-
quake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in
the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. ®When Elijah
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to
him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” “He answered,
“I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars,
and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they
are seeking my life, to take it away.” ®Then the Lord said to him,
“Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. ®Also you
shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your
place. "Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall
kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall
kill. ®Yet | will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that
have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed
him.”

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 85:8-13

8 will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace
to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to
you.

°Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that
your glory may dwell in our land.

Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.



"Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness
shall look down from heaven.

2The LorD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its
increase.

SRighteousness shall go before the LORD and shall prepare
for God a pathway.

Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15

SMoses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from
the law, that “the person who does these things will live by
them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not
say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to
bring Christ down) "“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that
is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The
word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word
of faith that we proclaim); ®because if you confess with your lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. °For one believes with the
heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and
so is saved. "The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will
be put to shame.” ?For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call
on him. ®For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall
be saved.”

“But how are they to call on one in whom they have not be-
lieved? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to pro-
claim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!”

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
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L: Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

Reading Notes

A right relationship
with God is not some-
thing we achieve by
heroic efforts. It is a
gift received in the
proclamation whose
content is Jesus
Christ. This pro-
claimed word creates
our faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Hence
Christian proclama-
tion is an indispensa-
ble component of
God’s saving actions.

Gospel Acclamation
Old Lutheran liturgies
often call this verse
the "Gradual" which
is based upon a Latin
word meaning
"step"”. We step up,
with the Gospel ac-
clamation, to hear
the words of eternal
life.



Gospel Notes
Matthew’s gospel typ-
ically portrays Jesus’
disciples as people of
“little faith,” who fail
despite their best in-
tentions. In this story,
Matthew shows how
Jesus comes to the
disciples when they
are in trouble and
sustains them in their
time of fear and
doubt.

Creed

The Apostles’ Creed is
in a way the
“Reader’s Digest Bi-
ble”. If you took the
Bible and did to it
what Southern chefs
do to green beans
(cook them for 24
hours), you would find
the Apostles’ Creed at
the bottom of the pot
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L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the Fourteenth
Chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33

27[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead
to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the
crowds.ZAnd after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, #*but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far
from the land, for the wind was against them. 2°And early in the
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. *But when
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, say-
ing, “Itis a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 2’But immediately
Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid.”

28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come
to you on the water.” 2°He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the
boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 3°But
when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 3'Jesus immedi-
ately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You
of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat,
the wind ceased. **And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated
Sermon

Please stand as you are able

Hymn of the Day “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” #756
Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

L: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in
the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus
Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

Please stand as you are able
Great Thanksgiving
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L:Lift up your  hearts. C:We lift them to  the Lord.
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L:Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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C:It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

when you lifted the
lid.

Prayers of the
People

In the middle of wor-
ship, we pause to pray
not only for ourselves
and our loved ones
and their needs, but
for everyone: the
whole church, the
world, and its leaders,
and the local commu-
nity. This kind of all-
inclusive prayer is at
the heart of Christian
worship precisely be-
cause Jesus Christ
died and rose again,
not just for a few but
for all people.



Sanctus

As we draw close to
God in this meal, we
sing these words
from the angels. The
words hearken back
to Isaiah’s vision in
the temple, where he
hears the seraphim
singing “Holy, holy,
holy, Lord, God of
power and might,
heaven and earth are
full of your glory.”

Lord’s Prayer

We gather in prayer
in response to the
gospel heard in the
proclamation that
this meal is given
“for you and for all
people for the for-
giveness of sin.” We
find ourselves at the
very heart of the gos-
pel message. Christ
not only speaks to us
in the supper, but
gives us what he is
speaking about: his
body and blood for
the forgiveness of
sins
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table
L: In the night in which he was betrayed...

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
L: All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.
Please be seated
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymns: 616(3x), 466, 471, 479, 482

Please stand as you are able

Prayer after Communion

L: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have re-
ceived at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your gener-
osity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treas-
ure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you... give you peace, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” #632
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Share the harvest.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Little Prelude and Fugue in A-minor” Bach
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Communion

Today we will receive
Holy Communion
through wafers and
pouring chalice.

The line forms from
the front pews to the
back, with the ambo
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by
the organ side.
Please use the hand
sanitizer provided
before you receive
the gluten free wa-
fer. Then proceed to
the tray of cups. Both
wine and grape juice
will be available.
Please place your cup
in the basket by the
side aisle as you re-
turn to the pew.

Dismissal

With the dismissal
from worship, we are
sent to serve the Lord
through the unique
gifts, talents, and
relationships of each
one of us. This is not
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to
what the next week
will bring in our walk
with Christ. Soitis
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to
God.”



Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt ...........cccvevnnen. mike@gracedm.org
Vicar

Adam Barden ..., adam@gracedm.org
Organist —

RICHh SNYdEr ..o rich@gracedm.org
Minister for Administration —

Denise Friesth.....eeecececeieeereceee denise@gracedm.org
Minister for Communications —

Michelle VoelKer .......eeiveeeeeeeennne michelle@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery.....eceeceeeeeeeee, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen
Usher — Dave Gronert

Greeter —
Liturgist — Jenny Rehder

Lector — Alex Davik
Communion Assistant — Cherie Rissman

Altar Guild — Amy Schmelzer & Gail Peterson

Tech Crew — Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson,
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer

Counters — Tom McCleary & Alex Davik
Coffee & Donuts — Tammy Denton

Grace Lutheran Church

5201 Urbandale Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
www.gracedm.org

GRACE
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
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