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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  

August 20, 2023 

9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with piano 

Setting 1  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude     Setting of "There Is a Balm in Gilead"  
            Traditional tune arranged by F. Bock  
 
Welcome  
   
Please stand as you are able 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and 
every season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our 
neighbors. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Merciful God, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our commu-
nity. We have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded 
your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your 
mercy.  
 
L: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers bound-
less grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are 
freed and forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn   “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #886 
      
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   

Kyrie 
In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where he 
encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears this 
is Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on 
me.”  From that time 
to the present, Jesus’ 
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followers have 
prayed that same 
prayer to God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we 
pray for mercy in 
every aspect of life. 
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Canticle of Praise

 

 
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 
C: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those 
who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love 
the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may 
be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord. Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
The Blessing of Backpacks  
 
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 1Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for 
soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed. 
 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minis-
ter to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, 
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my 
covenant—7these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make 
them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their 
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all peoples. 8Thus says the Lord GOD, 
who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them 
besides those already gathered.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Psalm 67 
1May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s 
 face shine upon us. 
2Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among 
 all nations. 
3Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise 
 you. 
4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the  
 peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  
5Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise 
 you. 
6The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, 
has  blessed us. 
7May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth
 stand in awe.   
 
Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 [Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no 
means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his peo-
ple whom he foreknew. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Notes 
The prophet calls up-
on Israel to do justice 
in view of God’s im-
minent intervention 
to save. Righteous-
ness and obedience 
define who belongs to 
the Israelite commu-
nity—not race, na-
tionality, or any other 
category.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes 
God has not rejected 
Israel. Rather, the call 
and gifts of God are 
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 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as 
you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy 
because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobe-
dient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now 
receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so 
that he may be merciful to all.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Gospel Acclamation  

  
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Fifteenth   
Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 15:10-28 
 10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 
understand:11it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a per-
son, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then 
the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He 
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 
will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of the 
blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a 
pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he 
said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see 
that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes 
out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds 
from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart 
come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false wit-
ness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile.” 

irrevocable so that, 
while all have been 
disobedient, God has 
mercy upon all.  

 
 
 
 
Gospel  
The Gospel Lesson is 
a selection from the 
accounts of the life of 
our Lord recorded by 
the four evangelists, 
St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, St. Luke, and 
St. John.  Because 
Christ is with us in the 
Gospel reading, we 
stand to honor his 
presence.  We also 
sing short verses  
before and after the 
reading of the  
Gospel.   
Gospel Notes 
Jesus teaches his dis-
ciples that true purity 
is a matter of the 
heart rather than 
outward religious 
observances. Almost 
immediately, this 
teaching is tested 
when a woman con-
sidered to be a reli-
gious outsider ap-
proaches him for 
help.  
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 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out 
and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her 
at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her 
away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she 
came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He an-
swered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 
the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus an-
swered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 
you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
Please be seated 
 
Sermon  “Gravity” 
    
Please stand as you are able 
Hymn of the Day        “Healer Of Our Every Ill”            #612 
  
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  
L:  Hear us, O God.  
C: Your mercy is great.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creed  
The Creed is our  
response to God's 
speaking to us.  
Martyrs and saints 
have been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word "creed" 
comes from the Latin 
"credo" which means, 
"I believe!"  
 
 
Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
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L: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in 
the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 
 
Preface 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy

 

prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone – 
for Kings and all those 
in authority, that we 
may live in peaceful 
and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holi-
ness.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preface 
Preface means 
“introduction.”  The 
pastor and people get 
ready to  
celebrate the Holy 
Meal by greeting each 
other and with an 
exhortation as how to 
celebrate the meal.  
These words state 
why we should give 
thanks using words 
and ideas  
appropriate for the 
season of the church 
year. 
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
L: All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 
Please be seated 
 
Lamb of God 

 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Sanctus is a Latin 
word meaning 
“Holy.”  The Sanctus 
contains words from 
Isaiah’s vision of God 
(Isaiah 6:3) and the 
crowd’s response on 
Palm Sunday when 
Jesus entered the city 
of Jerusalem.  We 
join them in spirit by 
singing their words 
as we anticipate 
Christ’s coming in the 
sacrament. 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Communion 
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice.    
The line forms from 
the front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by 
the organ side. 
Please use the hand 
sanitizer provided 
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Distribution Hymns: 712, 752(3x), 779 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Prayer after Communion 
L: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have re-
ceived at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your gener-
osity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treas-
ure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen 
 
Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn             “Soli Deo Gloria”   #878  
 
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Share the harvest.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude       Setting of "My Jesus, I Love Thee"  
        A. Gordon arranged by T. Doran 
  
               

before you receive 
the gluten free wa-
fer.  Then proceed to 
the tray of cups. Both 
wine and grape juice 
will be available.  
Please place your cup 
in the basket by the 
side aisle as you re-
turn to the pew.   

 
Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, God 
uses the pastor to 
say words that were 
said first through 
Aaron in the  
wilderness more 
than 3,000 years 
ago. 
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Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt………………………..mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  
      Adam Barden…………………………………………...adam@gracedm.org 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………...rich@gracedm.org  
Minister for Administration –  

 Denise Friesth……………………………………….denise@gracedm.org 
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker………………………………...michelle@gracedm.org 
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Dave Gronert  
Greeter –  Pam Hellman  
Liturgist – Jenny Rehder  
Lector – Carol Woodruff 
Communion Assistant – Carol Woodruff 
Altar Guild – Amy Schmelzer & Gail Peterson 
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Alex Davik & Mike Carney  
Coffee & Donuts – Mike & Marilyn Nizzi 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

http://www.gracedm.org

