Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 27,2023
9:00 a.m.

Liturgical worship with piano
Setting 2



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation
e0n our website at www.gracedm.org

eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation

epicking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall,
or newsletters in the Entryway.

Worship Online: When you cannot be with us in person, you can participate in worship
on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

Prelude
Welcome

Please stand as you are able

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and
every season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.

C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our
neighbors.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Merciful God,

C: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our commu-
nity. We have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded
your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your
mercy.

L: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers bound-
less grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are
freed and forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”  #645

Sacrament of Holy Baptism Page 227

This morning we celebrate the Holy Baptism of Maeva Ann
Overton. Parents are Kellan and Christina Overton. Sponsors
are Jenna May and Cole Overton.

Welcome

P: Let us welcome this sister in Christ.

C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mis-
sion we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and
bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Passing of the Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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Canticle of Praise
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This is  the feast  of vic - to-ry for our God,

Hymn of Praise
Quite often in the
Bible, Jesus eats with
people and shares
parables about ban-
quets and feasts.
This hymn points us
to the Lord’s Supper
as a foretaste of the
feast to come. This is
an opportunity for us
to hear and sing the
hymn of praise with
all the saints in heav-
en.



Reading Notes

Just as God had called
Abraham and Sarah
and given them many
descendants, so now
God offers comfort to
Zion. God’s deliver-
ance will come soon
and will never end.
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for the Lamb who was slain has be - gun his reign.
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Al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le-lu - ia.

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray,

C: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we
praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and
form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Special Music "Find Your Wings" by Mark Harris
Sung by Jeff Overton

Please be seated
First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6

'Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek
the LORD. Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the
quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when | called
him, but | blessed him and made him many. 3For the LORD will
comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make
her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice
of song.

“Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a
teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the
peoples. 5l will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation
has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands
wait for me, and for my arm they hope. °Lift up your eyes to the
heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will van-
ish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those
who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God



Psalm 138

"I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the
gods | will sing your praise.

2] will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your
name, because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; f or

you have glorified your name and your word above all things.

3When | called, you answered me; you increased my strength
within me.

4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they
have heard the words of your mouth.

5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of
the LORD.

5The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the
haughty from afar.

"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you
stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your
right hand shall save me.

8You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your
steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of
your hands.

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8

'I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and ac-
ceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be con-
formed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is
good and acceptable and perfect.

3For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not
to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of
faith that God has assigned. “For as in one body we have many
members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we
are members one of another. ®We have gifts that differ according
to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; “ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the ex-
horter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in dili-
gence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able

Reading Notes

In response to God'’s
merciful activity, we
are to worship by
living holistic, God-
pleasing lives. Our
values and view-
points are not mold-
ed by the time in
which we live but are
transformed by the
Spirit’s renewing
work. God’s grace
empowers different
forms of service
among Christians,
but all forms of min-
istry function to build
up the body of Christ.



Gospel Acclamation
Old Lutheran liturgies
often call this verse
the "Gradual” which is
based upon a Latin
word meaning "step".
We step up, with the
Gospel acclamation,
to hear the words of
eternal life.

Gospel Notes

At a climactic point in
Jesus’ ministry, God
reveals to Peter that
Jesus is “the Messiah,
the Son of the living
God,” and Jesus re-
sponds with the
promise of a church
that will overcome the
very gates of Hades.

Prayers of the

People

In the middle of wor-
ship, we pause to pray
not only for ourselves
and our loved ones
and their needs, but
for everyone: the
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L: Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the Sixteenth
Chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man
is?” “And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Eli-
jah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” ®He said to
them, “But who do you say that | am?” ®*Simon Peter answered,
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” YAnd Jesus an-
swered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heav-
en. ®And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 2°Then he sternly ordered the
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated
Sermon “True Colors”

Please stand as you are able
Hymn of the Day “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”  #596

Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.



L: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in
the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus
Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Please be seated
Announcements

Please stand as you are able
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high-est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

whole church, the
world, and its leaders,
and the local commu-
nity. This kind of all-
inclusive prayer is at
the heart of Christian
worship precisely be-
cause Jesus Christ
died and rose again,
not just for a few but
for all people.

Sanctus

As we draw close to
God in this meal, we
sing these words from
the angels. The words
hearken back to Isai-
ah’s vision in the tem-
ple, where he hears
the seraphim singing
“Holy, holy, holy,



Lord, God of power
and might, heaven
and earth are full of
your glory.”

Lord’s Prayer

We gather in prayer
in response to the
gospel heard in the
proclamation that
this meal is given
“for you and for all
people for the for-
giveness of sin.” We
find ourselves at the
very heart of the gos-
pel message. Christ
not only speaks to us
in the supper, but
gives us what he is
speaking about: his
body and blood for
the forgiveness of
sins

Communion

Today we will receive
Holy Communion
through wafers and
pouring chalice.

The line forms from
the front pews to the
back, with the ambo
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by
the organ side.
Please use the hand
sanitizer provided
before you receive

10

Thanksgiving at the Table
L: In the night in which he was betrayed...

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
L: All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.
Please be seated

Lamb of God

Lambof God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - ¢y on
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Lamb of God, you
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us

peace.
Distribution Hymns: 472(3x), 423, 464

Please stand as you are able

Prayer after Communion

L: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have re-
ceived at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your gener-
osity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treas-
ure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you... give you peace, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn “We All Are One In Mission” #576
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Share the harvest.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

11

the gluten free wa-
fer. Then proceed to
the tray of cups. Both
wine and grape juice
will be available.
Please place your cup
in the basket by the
side aisle as you re-
turn to the pew.

Dismissal

With the dismissal
from worship, we are
sent to serve the Lord
through the unique
gifts, talents, and
relationships of each
one of us. This is not
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to
what the next week
will bring in our walk
with Christ. Soitis
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to
God.”



Welcome to Grace!

Ministers —the people of Grace
Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt ...........cccvevnnen. mike@gracedm.org
Vicar

Adam Barden ..., adam@gracedm.org
Organist —

RICh SNYder....ooiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e rich@gracedm.org
Pianist —

Kathy Bowermaster
Minister for Administration —

Denise Friesth..... e denise@gracedm.org
Minister for Communications —

Michelle Voelker .........eeeeeeevevannne. michelle@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery......cveeceeeeeeeeen, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen
Usher — Dave Gronert

Greeter —
Liturgist — Mary Freimuth Helt

Lector — Felicia Adams
Communion Assistant — Carol Woodruff

Altar Guild — Amy Schmelzer & Gail Peterson

Tech Crew — Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson,
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer

Counters — Mark Stumme & Tom McCleary
Coffee & Donuts —

Grace Lutheran Church

5201 Urbandale Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
www.gracedm.org
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