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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

September 3, 2023 

9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with organ 

Setting 1  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude    Four short improvisations on the gathering hymn, "For 
the Beauty of the Earth" - C. Kocher arranged by M. Burkhardt 
 
Welcome  
   
Please stand as you are able 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the 
cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Steadfast and faithful God,  
C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow 
you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffer-
ing. 
We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. For 
the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, 
forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neigh-
bor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right 
path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
L: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all under-
standing. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is 
always making a new way for us. In Christ, you are already and 
always forgiven. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn      “For The Beauty of the Earth”  #879 
      
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   

Kyrie 
In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where he 
encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears this 
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is Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on 
me.”  From that time 
to the present, Jesus’ 
followers have 
prayed that same 
prayer to God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we 
pray for mercy in 
every aspect of life. 
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Canticle of Praise

 

 
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 
C: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of 
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, 
point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to fol-
low your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21 
 15O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring 
down retribution for me on my persecutors. In your forbearance 
do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult. 
16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words be-
came to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by 
your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 17I did not sit in the company of 
merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I 
sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. 18Why is my pain 
unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, 
you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 
 19Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you 
back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is pre-
cious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It 
is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 20And I 
will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will 
fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with 
you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. 21I will deliver you 
out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of 
the ruthless.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Psalm 26:1-8 
1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; I 
 have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered. 
2Test me, O LORD, and try me; examine my heart and my mind. 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked  
 faithfully with you. 
4I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the  
 deceitful. 
5I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with 
 the wicked. 
6I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, that I may go in  
 procession round your altar, 
7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your 
 wonderful deeds. 
8LORD, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where 
 your glory abides.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
Reading Notes 
Jeremiah’s delight in 
the word of 
the Lord is contradict-
ed by the heaviness of 
God’s hand upon him 
and God’s seeming 
unfaithfulness. God’s 
tough love to Jeremi-
ah says that if he re-
pents, he will be al-
lowed to continue in 
his strenuous minis-
try. Jeremiah is 
strengthened by the 
simple words, “I am 
with you.”  
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Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21 
 9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; 10love one another with mutual affection; outdo one anoth-
er in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve 
the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality 
to strangers. 
 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you 
are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what 
is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, 
but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are 
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to 
drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Gospel Acclamation  

  
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Sixteenth   
Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 
 21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the 
Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Reading Notes 
Paul presents bench-
marks for faithful 
relationships with 
Christians and non-
Christians. Love is the 
unflagging standard 
of our behavior. 
When we encounter 
evil, we do not resort 
to its tactics but seek 
to overcome it with 
good. While Chris-
tians cannot control 
the actions and atti-
tudes of others, we 
seek to live at peace 
with all people.  

 
 
Gospel  
The Gospel Lesson is 
a selection from the 
accounts of the life of 
our Lord recorded by 
the four evangelists, 
St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, St. Luke, and 
St. John.  Because 
Christ is with us in the 
Gospel reading, we 
stand to honor his 
presence.  We also 
sing short verses  
before and after the 
reading of the  
Gospel.   
Gospel Notes 
After Peter confesses 
that Jesus is “the 
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Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 
be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to 
you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.” 
 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my fol-
lowers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it 
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or 
what will they give in return for their life? 
 27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of 
his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been 
done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his king-
dom.”  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
Please be seated 
 
Sermon   
    
Please stand as you are able 
Hymn of the Day      “Will You Come and Follow Me”   #798         
    
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Messiah, the Son of 
the living 
God” (16:16), Jesus 
reveals the ultimate 
purpose of his minis-
try. These words 
prove hard to accept, 
even for a disciple 
whom Jesus has 
called a “rock.”  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creed  
The Creed is our  
response to God's 
speaking to us.  
Martyrs and saints 
have been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word "creed" 
comes from the Latin 
"credo" which means, 
"I believe!"  
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Prayers of the People  
L:  Merciful God,  
C: receive our prayer.  
 
L: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer 
these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion 
made known through Jesus Christ.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
L: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you 
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beau-
ty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, 
O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 
L: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your won-
derful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a 
pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your 
Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 
L: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and 
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those en-
tombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word 
of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 
L: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: 
renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the 
sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near 
to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forev-
er. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone – 
for Kings and all those 
in authority, that we 
may live in peaceful 
and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holi-
ness.” 
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L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn          “Let Streams of Living Justice” 
 #710     
 
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. God is at work in you.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude        
    Variation on the sending hymn, "Let Streams of Living Justice"  
        G. Holst arranged by T. Tunning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, God 
uses the pastor to 
say words that were 
said first through 
Aaron in the wilder-
ness more than 3,000 
years ago. 
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Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt………………………..mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  
      Adam Barden…………………………………………...adam@gracedm.org 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………...rich@gracedm.org  
Minister for Administration –  

 Denise Friesth……………………………………….denise@gracedm.org 
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker………………………………...michelle@gracedm.org 
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Ernie Weatherington  
Greeter –   
Liturgist – Alex Davik  
Lector – Felicia Adams  
Altar Guild – Carol Woodruff & Rita Stackhouse 
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Mark Stumme & Alex Davik  
Coffee & Donuts – Cheryl Weatherington 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

http://www.gracedm.org

