Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 10, 2023
9:00 a.m.

Liturgical worship with piano



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation

e0N our website at www.gracedm.org

eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation

epicking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall,
or newsletters in the Entryway.

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page
@gracelutherandm .

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday

Prelude “This Is My Father's World”

Doran

arranged by T.

Welcome

Please stand as you are able

Gathering Hymn “Beloved, God’s Chosen” #648
L: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray,

C: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your per-
petual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove
far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all
that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
Reading: Romans 13:8-14

80we no one anything, except to love one another; for the one
who loves another has fulfilled the law. °The commandments,
“You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” °Love
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of
the law.

"Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the mo-
ment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us
now than when we became believers; ?the night is far gone, the
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light; ®let us live honorably as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness,
not in quarreling and jealousy. “Instead, put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Sermon “Love your Neighbor”

Prayers of the People
L: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

3

Gathering Hymn
We are a “singing
church,” so we
follow the advice of
the apostle Paul to
teach and admonish
“one another in
psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in
your hearts to the
Lord” (Colossians
3:16).

Reading Notes

The obligation of
Christians is to love
one another and so
fulfill the heart and
goal of the law.
Clothes make the
person as we “put on
the Lord Jesus Christ”
and live today in light
of the future God has
in store for us.
Prayers of the Peo-
ple This prayer in the
service follows the
directive of the
Apostle Paul to
young Timothy, a
pastor: “l urge, then,
first of all, that re-
quests, prayers, in-



tercession and
thanksgiving be
made for everyone —
for Kings and all
those in authority,
that we may live in
peaceful and quiet
lives in all godliness
and holiness.”

Blessing

Here as we leave to
continue our journey
through the
wilderness to the
Promised Land, God
uses the pastor to
say words that were
said first through
Aaron in the wilder-
ness more than
3,000 years ago.

L: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer
these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion
made known through Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Sending Hymn  “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” #551
Dismissal

L: Let us go forth in service.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude “The Longer | Serve Him”

W. Gaither arranged by F. Bock



