Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 17, 2023
9:00 a.m.

Liturgical worship with organ
Setting 3



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation

e0N our website at www.gracedm.org

eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation

epicking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall,
or newsletters in the Entryway.

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page
@gracelutherandm .

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

Prelude
Improvisation on the gathering hymn “Where Charity and Love
Prevail” - 9th century Latin hymn arranged by M. Burkhardt

Welcome

Please stand as you are able

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the
cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete.

C: Amen.

L: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Steadfast and faithful God,

C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow
you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffer-
ing.

We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. For
the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.
For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation,
forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neigh-
bor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right
path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

L: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all under-
standing. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is
always making a new way for us. In Christ, you are already and
always forgiven.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn “Where Charity and Love Prevail” #359
Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Gathering Hymn
We are a “singing
church,” so we
follow the advice of
the apostle Paul to
teach and admonish
“one another in
psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in
your hearts to the
Lord” (Colossians
3:16).

Kyrie

In Mark 10 we hear
of Jesus’ journey
through Jericho to
Jerusalem where he
encounters
Bartimaeus, a blind
man, who hears this



is Jesus and shouts,
“Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on

me.” From that time
to the present, Jesus’
followers have
prayed that same
prayer to God: “Kyrie
Eleison” (“Lord,
have mercy”). We
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we
pray for mercy in
every aspect of life.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

Canticle of Praise

Fefrain
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whowas slain, whose blood set us  free 1o be peo - ple of God.



Refrain
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are  his.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,

al-le - lu-ja, al-le - lu - ja. 3 8ing with all the peo - ple of

glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A - men.
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Reading Notes
After Jacob’s death
the brothers of Jo-
seph begged for for-
giveness for the crime
they had done
against him. You in-
tended to do me
harm, Joseph said,
but God used this as
an opportunity to do
good and save many
lives.

Final refrain
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Al-le - lu - ia,

al-le -lu -ia, al -le - lu - ia.

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray,

C: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible foun-
tain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts
that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21

SRealizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said,
“What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back
in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” *So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he
died, "*Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your broth-
ers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore
please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your fa-
ther.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. ®Then his brothers
also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your
slaves.” ®But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the
place of God? 2°Even though you intended to do harm to me,
God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous peo-
ple, as he is doing today. ?'So have no fear; | myself will provide
for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them,
speaking kindly to them.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 103:8-13

8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love;

%you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger
forever.

'®You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us
according to our iniquities.



"For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your
steadfast love for those who fear you.

2As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our
transgressions from us.

As a father has compassion for his children, so you have
compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

'Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose
of quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything,
while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. *Who
are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before
their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for
the Lord is able to make them stand.

5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others
judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. °Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they
give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of
the Lord and give thanks to God.

"We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. °For
to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord
of both the dead and the living.

®Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you,
why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand
before the judgment seat of God. "For it is written, “As | live, says
the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
give praise to God.” ?So then, each of us will be accountable to
God.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

Reading Notes

This Christian com-
munity has signifi-
cant struggles with
diversity. Here Paul
helps us understand
that despite different
practices in worship
and personal piety,
we do not judge one
another. All Chris-
tians belong to the
Lord Jesus Christ who
died for all of us and
will judge each of us.

Gospel

The Gospel Lesson is
a selection from the
accounts of the life of
our Lord recorded by
the four evangelists,
St. Matthew, St.
Mark, St. Luke, and
St. John. Because
Christ is with us in the
Gospel reading, we
stand to honor his
presence. We also
sing short verses
before and after the
reading of the

Gospel.



Gospel Notes

When Peter asks
about the limits of
forgiveness, Jesus re-
sponds with a parable
that suggests human
forgiveness should
mirror the unlimited
mercy of God.

Creed

The Creed is our
response to God's
speaking to us.
Martyrs and saints
have been confessing

8

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Eighteenth
Chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

2iPeter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of
the church sins against me, how often should | forgive? As many
as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell
you, seventy-seven times.

23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to
a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 2*When he
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents
was brought to him; 2°and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. 2°So the slave fell on his
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay
you everything.” 2’And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave
released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as
he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what
you owe.’ 2°Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him,
‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” 3°But he refused;
then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the
debt. *'When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord
all that had taken place. *2Then his lord summoned him and said
to him, “You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because
you pleaded with me. *3Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?’ **And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire
debt. 3°5So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated

Sermon “Mirrors—Forgiveness”

Please stand as you are able

Hymn of the Day “When We Are Living” #639

Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

L: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer
these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion
made known through Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

Please stand as you are able

Great Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

this creed since 325
A.D. The word "creed"
comes from the Latin
"credo" which means,
"I believe!"

Prayers of the People
This prayer in the
service follows the
directive of the
Apostle Paul to young
Timothy, a pastor: “I|
urge, then, first of all,
that requests,
prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be
made for everyone —
for Kings and all those
in authority, that we
may live in peaceful
and quiet lives in all
godliness and holi-
ness.”



Sanctus

As we draw close to
God in this meal, we
sing these words
from the angels. The
words hearken back
to Isaiah’s vision in
the temple, where he
hears the seraphim
singing “Holy, holy,
holy, Lord, God of
power and might,
heaven and earth are
full of your glory.”

Lord’s Prayer

We gather in prayer
in response to the
gospel heard in the
proclamation that
this meal is given
“for you and for all
people for the for-
giveness of sin.” We
find ourselves at the
very heart of the gos-
pel message. Christ
not only speaks to us
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na

Thanksgiving at the Table
L: In the night in which he was betrayed...

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,



and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
L: Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.
Please be seated

Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us

Distribution Hymns: #642 (3x), #518, #777, #522

peace.

Prayer after Communion

L: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your
Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened
by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where
none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray.

C: Amen

Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Sending Hymn “In Thee is Gladness” #867

Dismissal
L: Go in peace. God is at work in you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
11

Improvisation on the sending hymn "In Thee Is Joy"
G. Gastoldi arranged by P. Manz

in the supper, but
gives us what he is
speaking about: his
body and blood for
the forgiveness of
sins

Communion

Today we will receive
Holy Communion
through wafers and
pouring chalice.

The line forms from
the front pews to the
back, with the ambo
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by
the organ side.
Please use the hand
sanitizer provided
before you receive
the gluten free wa-
fer. Then proceed to
the tray of cups. Both
wine and grape juice
will be available.
Please place your cup
in the basket by the
side aisle as you re-
turn to the pew.
Blessing

Here as we leave to
continue our journey
through the
wilderness to the
Promised Land, God
uses the pastor to
say words that were
said first through
Aaron in the wilder-
ness more than 3,000
years ago.



Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt..........cccceevvenenen. mike@gracedm.org
Vicar

Adam Barden.........eeveeieeieeeeeeeeeereeiens adam@gracedm.org
Organist —

RICh SNYder ... rich@gracedm.org
Minister for Administration —

Denise Friesth.....eeecececeieeeeeceee denise@gracedm.org
Minister for Communications —

Michelle VoelKer........eeeeeeeicieeeennn, michelle@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery.....eceeceeeeeeeee, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen
Usher — Ernie Weatherington

Greeter — Pam Hellman
Liturgist — Kathy Bowermaster

Lector — Jenny Rehder
Communion Assistant — Jessica Flannery
Altar Guild — Carol Woodruff & Rita Stackhouse

Tech Crew — Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson,
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer

Counters — Mike Carney & Jon Rissman
Coffee & Donuts — Tammy Denton

Grace Lutheran Church

5201 Urbandale Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
www.gracedm.org

GRACE
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
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