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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
 Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost  

October 15, 2023 

9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with organ 

Setting 3 
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude     
 
  
Welcome  
   
Please stand as you are able 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the 
cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Steadfast and faithful God,  
C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow 
you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffer-
ing. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive 
us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your crea-
tion, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our 
neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the 
right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
L: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all under-
standing. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is 
always making a new way for us. In Christ, you are already and 
always forgiven. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn         “What Is This Place”   #524 
       
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   

Kyrie 
In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where he 
encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears this 
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Canticle of Praise 

 
 

is Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on 
me.”  From that time 
to the present, Jesus’ 
followers have 
prayed that same 
prayer to God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we 
pray for mercy in 
every aspect of life. 
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L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 
C: Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peo-
ples and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to 
your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and 
pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and 
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9 
 1O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your 
name; for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, 
faithful and sure. 2For you have made the city a heap, the fortified 
city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be 
rebuilt. 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruth-
less nations will fear you. 4For you have been a refuge to the 
poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the 
rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruth-
less was like a winter rainstorm, 5the noise of aliens like heat in a 
dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the 
song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a 
feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled 
with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7And he will de-
stroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up 
death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from 
all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from 
all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9It will be said on that day, 
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save 
us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Notes 
After a hymn of 
praise acknowledging 
God as a shelter for 
the poor, the prophet 
portrays a wonderful 
victory banquet at 
which death—which 
in ancient Canaan 
was depicted as a 
monster swallowing 
up everyone—will be 
swallowed up forever. 
The prophet urges 
celebration of this 
victory of salvation.  
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Psalm 23 
1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me 
 beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right  
 pathways for your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
 shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 
 they comfort me.  
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
 life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9 
 1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in 
the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help 
these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of 
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, 
whose names are in the book of life. 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not wor-
ry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatev-
er is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is any-
thing worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing 
the things that you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
Please stand as you are able 
Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes 
Though writing from 
prison and facing an 
uncertain future, Paul 
calls on the Philippi-
ans to rejoice and 
give thanks to God no 
matter what the cir-
cumstance. God’s 
peace is with us and 
binds together our 
hearts and minds in 
Jesus Christ, especial-
ly when things 
around us do not 
seem peaceful.  

 
 
Gospel  
The Gospel Lesson is 
a selection from the 
accounts of the life of 
our Lord recorded by 
the four evangelists, 
St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, St. Luke, and 
St. John.  Because 
Christ is with us in the 
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L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Twenty-
Second Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 
 1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wed-
ding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who 
had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 
come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have 
been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my 
fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come 
to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they made light of it and went 
away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest 
seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king 
was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, 
and burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding 
is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore into 
the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 
banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered 
all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall 
was filled with guests. 
 11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a 
man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ 
And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many 
are called, but few are chosen.”  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
Please be seated 
 
Sermon    “Mirrors: Invitation”  
 
Please stand as you are able 
Hymn of the Day     “Now We Join In Celebration”    #462 
     
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

Gospel reading, we 
stand to honor his 
presence.  We also 
sing short verses  
before and after the 
reading of the  
Gospel.   
Gospel Notes 
Jesus tells a parable 
indicating that the 
blessings of God’s 
kingdom are available 
to all, but the invita-
tion is not to be taken 
lightly.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creed  
The Creed is our  
response to God's 
speaking to us.  
Martyrs and saints 
have been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word "creed" 
comes from the Latin 
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 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  
L:  God of grace,  
C: hear our prayer.  
 
L: Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your unending love and amazing grace; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Great Thanksgiving 

 

"credo" which means, 
"I believe!"  
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone – 
for Kings and all those 
in authority, that we 
may live in peaceful 
and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holi-
ness.” 
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Preface 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sanctus 
As we draw close to 
God in this meal, we 
sing these words 
from the angels.  The 
words hearken back 
to Isaiah’s vision in 
the temple, where he 
hears the seraphim 
singing “Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord, God of 
power and might, 
heaven and earth are 
full of your glory.”   
 

Lord’s Prayer 
We gather in prayer 
in response to the 
gospel heard in the 
proclamation that 
this meal is given 
“for you and for all 
people for the for-
giveness of sin.”  We 
find ourselves at the 
very heart of the gos-
pel message.  Christ 
not only speaks to us 
in the supper, but 
gives us what he is 
speaking about: his 
body and blood for 
the forgiveness of 
sins. 
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Invitation to Communion 
L: Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
Please be seated 
 
Lamb of God 

 
Distribution Hymns: #751 (3x), #496, #515, #488 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your 
Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened 
by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where 
none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C: Amen 
 
Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and 
give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn  “Sent Forth By God's Blessing” #547 
   
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. God is at work in you.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude           
 
     

Communion  
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice.    
The line forms from 
the front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by 
the organ side. 
Please use the hand 
sanitizer provided 
before you receive 
the gluten free wa-
fer.  Then proceed to 
the tray of cups. Both 
wine and grape juice 
will be available.  
Please place your cup 
in the basket by the 
side aisle as you re-
turn to the pew.  
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Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt………………………..mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  
      Adam Barden…………………………………………...adam@gracedm.org 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………...rich@gracedm.org  
Minister for Administration –  

 Denise Friesth……………………………………….denise@gracedm.org 
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker………………………………...michelle@gracedm.org 
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Larry Cramer  
Greeter –   
Liturgist – Kathy Bowermaster 
Lector – Jenny Rehder 
Communion Assistant –  
Altar Guild – Kathy Bowermaster & Jenny Rehder  
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Tom McCleary & Carter Woodruff  
Coffee & Donuts –  

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

http://www.gracedm.org

