Love your neighbor
as yourself

' MATTHEW 22:39

Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship

Reformation Sunday
October 29, 2023

9:00 a.m.
Liturgical worship with organ
Setting 4



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation
e0n our website at www.gracedm.org
eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation
epicking up one of our newsletters in the Entryway.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

Prelude From a partita on “Built on the Rock,” I-Fantasia,

lI-Dialogue, IV-Introspection - A. Fedak

Welcome
Please rise in body or in spirit

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the
cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete.

C: Amen.

L: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Steadfast and faithful God,

C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow
you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffer-
ing. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.
For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive
us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your crea-
tion, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our
neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the
right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

L: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all under-

standing. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is

always making a new way for us. In Christ, you are already and

always forgiven.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” #504
with Grace Brass

Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Kyrie
0
B
L@JX—‘_Q
)

In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Kyrie

“Lord have mercy" is
a translation of the
ancient Greek “Kyrie
Eleison” (pronounce
d KEE-ree-yay e-LAY-
son) which is an
ancient prayer sung
in response to the
forgiveness of sins.
The Kyrie is not



asking forgiveness:
rather it is sung in
awe of Christ Jesus
who has overcome
sin and death.

The Hymn of Praise
One of two hymns of
praise are generally
sung after the Kyrie.
The hymns, “Glory to
God in the highest”
and “This is the feast
of victory,” give the
congregation the
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.

0
|4 ~ 1]
J
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
Canticle of Praise
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I Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  whose blood set us
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mightbe to God andthe Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb whowas slain

has be - gun his

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

reign. Al - le - lu-ia

Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray,

C: O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation

of your people. By your Spirit renew us in your covenant of
love, and train us to care tenderly for all our neighbors,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated

opportunity to praise
God and express joy
because Jesus is our
victorious Savior.
“Glory to God in the
highest,” Luke

2:14; “This is the
feast of victory,” Rev-
elation. 5:12

Prayer of the Day
This prayer is a
bridge to the next
part of the service. It
also sets the tone for
the day. It is related
to the prescribed lec-
tionary readings for
the day.




Reading notes

The renewed cove-
nant will not be
breakable, but like
the old covenant it
will expect the people
to live upright lives.
To know the Lord
means that one will
defend the cause of
the poor and needy
(Jer. 22:16). The re-
newed covenant is
possible only because
the Lord will forgive
iniquity and not re-
member sin. Our
hope lies in a God
who forgets.

Reading notes

Paul’s words stand at
the heart of the
preaching of Martin
Luther and other
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First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

3The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It
will not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when
| took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says
the Lord. *3But this is the covenant that | will make with the house
of Israel after those days, says the Lord: | will put my law within
them, and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and
they shall be my people. 3*No longer shall they teach one another,
or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for | will for-
give their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 46

'God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

“Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and
though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains
tremble with its tumult.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the
holy habitation of the Most High.

5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall
help it at the break of day.

5The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and
the earth melts away.

"The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations
God has brought upon the earth;

°behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who
breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields
with fire.

0«Be still, then, and know that | am God; | will be exalted
among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”

"The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
stronghold.

Anthem “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God”

Chancel Choir
Text adapted from the gospel of Matthew; music by Karen Lafferty

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

“Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and
the whole world may be held accountable to God. ?°For “no hu-
man being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by



the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

2But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, ’the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who be-
lieve. For there is no distinction, #since all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God; 2*they are now justified by his grace as
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2>whom God
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective
through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

2’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law?
By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 2For we hold that a
person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the
law.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please rise in body or in spirit
Gospel Acclamation
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L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the Twenty-
Second Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46

34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sad-
ducees, they gathered together, 3°and one of them, a lawyer,
asked him a question to test him. 3“Teacher, which command-
ment in the law is the greatest?” 3’He said to him, “ “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind.’ *®This is the greatest and first command-
ment. °And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” ©°0On these two commandments hang all the law and
the prophets.”

“Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus
asked them this question: %“What do you think of the Messiah?
Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” *He
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Reformation leaders.
No human beings
make themselves
right with God
through works of the
law. We are brought
into a right relation-
ship with God
through the divine
activity centered in
Christ’s death. This
act is a gift of grace
that liberates us from
sin and empowers
our faith in Jesus
Christ.

Gospel Acclamation
We stand for the
reading of the Gospel
as a way to show
respect. The Gospels
share with us the
story of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.

Gospel Notes

Put on the spot by
the Pharisees, Jesus
displays wisdom by
summarizing the law
of God in just two
commandments and
by demonstrating the
Messiah must be
more than the son of
David.



Prayers of the
People

We respond to God's
love by speaking to
God, and expressing
our concern for the
whole church, for all
people in the world,
and for people in our
congregation.
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said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him
Lord, saying,

4The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until | put
your enemies under your feet™? 4®If David thus calls him Lord,
how can he be his son?” “®No one was able to give him an an-
swer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more
questions.

L: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated
Sermon “Greatest”

Please rise in body or in spirit
Hymn of the Day “Built on a Rock” #652

Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

L: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your unending love and amazing grace; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon



us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

Please rise in body or in spirit

Offering Prayer

L: Let us pray,

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gath-
ered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy
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Offering

As Lutherans, we be-
lieve that Christian
giving is about wor-
ship AND action. As
an option to the offer-
ing plate, scan this QR
code to access our
secure digital offering
plate.

The Great
Thanksgiving: These
are among the oldest
words in the liturgy.
We lift our hearts to
give attention to God.

Preface:

We praise God for
God'’s mighty acts.
These words change
with the seasons of
the church year and
serve as an invitation
into the Sanctus.
Sanctus:

Latin for "Holy." The
congregation re-
sponds to hearing of
God's mighty acts by
singing Holy, Holy,



Holy which Isaiah
and Revelation say is
sung by all the angels
in heaven and will be
also sung by all crea-
tures and people
here on earth.

The Lord's Prayer

is, in a way, our table
grace before the
meal. As we gather
in this meal, the
table, or altar, be-
comes the collection
of all of our tables for
meals at home.

Communion

Today we will receive
Holy Communion
through wafers and
pouring chalice.

The line forms from
the front pews to the
back, with the ambo
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by
the organ side.
Please use the hand
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Thanksgiving at the Table
L: In the night in which he was betrayed...

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

Please be seated

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin

of the world; have
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sin of the world: grant  us peace, grant us  peace.

Distribution Hymns: #528 (3x), #595, #592, #790

Please rise in body or in spirit

Prayer after Communion

L: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your
Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strength-
ened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we
pray.

C: Amen

Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon

you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor

and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn “Rise, Shine, You People!” #665

Dismissal

L: Go in peace. God is at work in you.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude From a partita on "Built on the Rock," lll-Elaboration
A. Fedak

11

sanitizer provided
before you receive
the gluten free wa-
fer. Then proceed to
the tray of cups. Both
wine and grape juice
will be available.
Please place your cup
in the basket by the
side aisle as you re-
turn to the pew.

Dismissal

With the dismissal
from worship, we are
sent to serve the Lord
through the unique
gifts, talents, and
relationships of each
one of us. This is not
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to
what the next week
will bring in our walk
with Christ. So it is
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to
God.”



Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt ... mike@gracedm.org
Vicar

Adam Barden ..o adam@gracedm.org
Organist —

RICh SNYAEr ..o rich@gracedm.org
Minister for Communications —

Michelle Voelker ... michelle@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery.....eceeceeeeeeeee, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen
Usher — Larry Cramer

Greeter —
Liturgist — Mary Freimuth Helt

Lector — Pam Hellman
Communion Assistant — Julie Honsey

Altar Guild — Kathy Bowermaster & Jenny Rehder

Tech Crew — Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson,

Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer
Counters — Mike Carney & Carter Woodruff
Coffee & Donuts —

Grace Lutheran Church

5201 Urbandale Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
www.gracedm.org
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