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ISAIAH 5:1

Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 8, 2023
9:00 a.m.

Liturgical worship with piano
Setting 10



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation

e0N our website at www.gracedm.org

eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation

epicking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall,
or newsletters in the Entryway.

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page
@gracelutherandm .

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

Prelude “How Can | Keep From Singing?”

Arr. by Jeremy Young
Welcome

Please stand as you are able

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the
cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete.

C: Amen.

L: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Steadfast and faithful God,

C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow
you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffer-
ing. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.
For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive
us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your crea-
tion, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our
neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the
right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

L: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all under-
standing. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is
always making a new way for us. In Christ, you are already and
always forgiven.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn “My Song Is Love Unknown” #343
Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Hymn
We are a “singing
church,” so we
follow the advice of
the apostle Paul to
teach and admonish
“one another in
psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in
your hearts to the
Lord” (Colossians
3:16).



Kyrie

In Mark 10 we hear
of Jesus’ journey
through Jericho to
Jerusalem where he
encounters
Bartimaeus, a blind
man, who hears this
is Jesus and shouts,
“Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on

me.” From that time
to the present, Jesus’
followers have
prayed that same
prayer to God: “Kyrie
Eleison” (“Lord,
have mercy”). We
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we
pray for mercy in
every aspect of life.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.

We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev - e, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray,

C: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead
us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that



are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7

'Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vine-
yard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it
and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built
a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he
expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.

3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard. *What more was there to
do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When | expected it
to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?

5And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will re-
move its hedge, and it shall be devoured; | will break down its
wall, and it shall be trampled down. ®l will make it a waste; it shall
not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and
thorns; | will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon
it.

’For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected
justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 80:7-15

’Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and
we shall be saved.

8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the na-

tions and planted it.

%You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.

“The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering
cedar trees by its boughs.

"You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the
river.

?Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by
pluck off its grapes?

SThe wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the
field have grazed upon it.

“Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;

Sbehold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has
planted.

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] *°If anyone else has reason to be confident in the
flesh, | have more: Scircumcised on the eighth day, a member of
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
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Reading Notes

The prophet sings a
sad, parable-like love
song about the rela-
tionship between God
and Israel. In this
song Israel is com-
pared to a promising
vineyard. Despite
God'’s loving care, the
vineyard that is Israel
has brought forth
“wild grapes” of in-
justice and distress,
when fine grapes of
justice and righteous-
ness were expected.

Reading Notes

Paul reviews some of
his supposed creden-
tials, which no longer
have any bearing in



comparison to the
right relationship he
has been given
through the death of
Christ. The power of
Christ’s resurrection
motivates him to
press on toward the
ultimate goal, eternal
life with Christ.

Gospel

The Gospel Lesson is
a selection from the
accounts of the life of
our Lord recorded by
the four evangelists,
St. Matthew, St.
Mark, St. Luke, and
St. John. Because
Christ is with us in the
Gospel reading, we
stand to honor his
presence. We also
sing short verses
before and after the
reading of the
Gospel.

Gospel Notes

Jesus tells a parable
to the religious lead-
ers who are plotting
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Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of
the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

’Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. 8More than that, | regard everything as loss
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | re-
gard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ °and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the right-
eousness from God based on faith. °l want to know Christ and
the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, "if somehow | may attain the res-
urrection from the dead.

2Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached
the goal; but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus
has made me his own. ®Beloved, | do not consider that | have
made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies be-
hind and straining forward to what lies ahead, "l press on toward
the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Twenty-First
Chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

[Jesus said to the people:] 3“Listen to another parable. There
was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it,
dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it



to tenants and went to another country. 3*When the harvest time
had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his pro-
duce. **But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed an-
other, and stoned another. 3®Again he sent other slaves, more
than the first; and they treated them in the same way. *’Finally he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ *But
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is
the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 3°So they
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “°“Now
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” “They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a mis-
erable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will
give him the produce at the harvest time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the corner-
stone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?
“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the
kingdom. **The one who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

**When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables,
they realized that he was speaking about them. *They wanted to
arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded
him as a prophet.

L: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated

Sermon
Please stand as you are able

Hymn of the Day  “There in God's Garden”
vs. 1-4

#342

Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

his death, revealing
that their plans will,
ironically, bring
about the fulfillment
of scripture.

Creed

The Creed is our
response to God's
speaking to us.
Martyrs and saints
have been confessing
this creed since 325
A.D. The word
"creed" comes from
the Latin "credo"
which means, "l be-
lieve!"



Prayers of the People
This prayer in the
service follows the
directive of the
Apostle Paul to young
Timothy, a pastor: “I
urge, then, first of all,
that requests,
prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be
made for everyone —
for Kings and all those
in authority, that we
may live in peaceful
and quiet lives in all
godliness and holi-
ness.”

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

L: Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your unending love and amazing grace; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Lutheran World Relief Kit and Quilt Blessing

L: God, our neighbors around the world are in need of hope.
Your Spirit is a mighty force, your whispers of hope bring light
into the world. Open our hearts and hands to see your presence
in our neighborhoods and across the world.

C: Jesus, help us speak words of hope to our neighbors.

L: God, we give you thanks for the pieces of fabric and fillers,
thread, sewing machines, time and skills that went into the mak-
ing of these quilts. We give you thanks for the supplies collected
for the school kits. May their presence be a sign of hope, may
these quilts wrap our neighbors in unending love, and may these
kits offer dignity and opportunities to learn.

C: Jesus, help us reach out in hope to our neighbors.

L: God, we give thanks for all the hands that fashioned hope into
a quilt, for the hands that collected and sorted these kits, for the

hands that donated offerings, for the hands that continually open
wider so that no one feels left out.

C: Jesus, help us see hope in our neighbors.

L: God, we ask you to guide the staff of Lutheran World Relief
and the partners they work with. May their voices and hands be a
beacon of hope. Keep them safe. Keep them filled with your
strength and perseverance.

C: Jesus, help us share a taste of hope with our neighbors.



L: God, be with our neighbors who will receive these gifts. May
they be wrapped in love, may they taste your goodness, may
they touch signs of your hope. Whether or not we know their
names or where they live, they are our neighbors, our brothers
and sisters in Christ. We pray all this in the name of Jesus, the
One who is our hope.

C: Amen.

Passing of the Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

Please stand as you are able
Thanksgiving at the Table
L: In the night in which he was betrayed...

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
L: Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.
Please be seated

Lord’s Prayer

We gather in prayer
in response to the
gospel heard in the
proclamation that this
meal is given “for you
and for all people for
the forgiveness of
sin.” We find our-
selves at the very
heart of the gospel
message. Christ not
only speaks to us in
the supper, but gives
us what he is speak-
ing about: his body
and blood for the for-
giveness of sins

Communion

Today we will receive
Holy Communion
through wafers and
pouring chalice. The
line forms from the



front pews to the
back, with the ambo
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by
the organ side.
Please use the hand
sanitizer provided
before you receive
the gluten free wa-
fer. Then proceed to
the tray of cups. Both
wine and grape juice
will be available.
Please place your cup
in the basket by the
side aisle as you re-
turn to the pew.

Blessing

Here as we leave to
continue our journey
through the
wilderness to the
Promised Land, God
uses the pastor to
say words that were
said first through
Aaron in the wilder-
ness more than 3,000
years ago.
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Lamb of God
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I O Lamb of God, you
2 O Lamb of God, you
3 O Lamb of God, you
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bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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bear the sin of all the world a - way;

bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

L&

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Distribution Hymns: #472 (3x), #423, #464, #542

Please stand as you are able

Prayer after Communion

L: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your
Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strength-
ened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we
pray.

C: Amen

Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Sending Hymn
#729

“The Church of Christ, In Every Age”

Dismissal
L: Go in peace. God is at work in you.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
Arr. by Patrick M. Liebergen
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Welcome to Grace!

Ministers —the people of Grace
Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt..........cccceevvenenen. mike@gracedm.org
Vicar

Adam Barden.........eeveeieeieeeeeeeeeereeiens adam@gracedm.org
Organist —

RICHh SNYAEr ..ot rich@gracedm.org
Pianist —

Kathy Bowermaster
Minister for Administration —

Denise Friesth..... e denise@gracedm.org
Minister for Communications —

Michelle VoelKer..........eeeeeceeeeerennns michelle@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery....eceecceeeeeeee, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen
Usher — Larry Cramer

Greeter — Pam Hellman
Liturgist — Jenny Rehder

Lector — Julie Honsey
Communion Assistant — Julie Honsey
Altar Guild — Kathy Bowermaster & Jenny Rehder

Tech Crew — Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson,
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer

Counters — Tom McCleary & Mark Stumme
Coffee & Donuts — Mike & Marilyn Nizzi

Grace Lutheran Church

5201 Urbandale Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
www.gracedm.org

GRACE
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
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