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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 14, 2024 

9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with organ 

Setting 1  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude    A setting of the gathering hymn, "He Comes to Us as 
 One Unknown" - C. Parry arranged by J. Behnke 
        
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, creator of darkness and 
light, word of truth, wind sweeping over the waters. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one  
another.  
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: God, our rock and refuge,  
C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but 
have not always loved you. We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you. We have not always recognized the 
Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your 
good news to all. Amen. 
 
L: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The 
time of grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 
By the authority of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are 
God’s beloved. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn     “He Comes to Us as One Unknown” #737 
         
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   

 

Kyrie 
In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where he 
encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears this 
is Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on 
me.”  From that time 
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to the present, Jesus’ 
followers have 
prayed that same 
prayer to God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we 
pray for mercy in 
every aspect of life. 
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Canticle of Praise

 

 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 
C: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeem-
er, for the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we 
know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you 
more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-20 
 1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The 
word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not wide-
spread. 
 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that 
he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God 
had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple 
of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie 
down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, 
“Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down 
again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of 
the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called Sam-
uel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 
the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, 
lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is 
listening.” [11Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do 
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears 
of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spo-
ken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have 
told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniq-
uity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and 
he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli 
that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or 
offering forever.” 
 15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of 
the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to 
Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, 
“Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide 
it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide any-
thing from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him every-
thing and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let 
him do what seems good to him.” 
 19As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Notes 
At a time when vi-
sions are rare and 
unexpected, 
the Lord comes to 
Samuel and calls him 
to speak the divine 
word. Though just a 
boy, Samuel responds 
to God obediently, as 
Eli the priest has 
taught him to re-
spond. This marks the 
beginning of Samuel’s 
prophetic ministry.  
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words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba 
knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.  
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
1LORD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you have known me. 
2You know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my 
 thoughts from afar. 
3You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are  
 acquainted with all my ways. 
4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O LORD, know 
 it  altogether.  
5You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon 
 me. 
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I  
 cannot attain to it. 
13For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together 
 in my mother’s womb. 
14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; your works 
 are wonderful, and I know it well. 
15My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made in 
 secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of 
 them were written in your book; my days were fashioned  
 before they came to be. 
17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of 
 them! 
18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than 
 the sand; to count them all, my life span would need to be 
 like yours.    
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. 
“All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by any-
thing. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 
food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is 
meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the 
body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his pow-
er. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 
Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever 
is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is 
said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the 
Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin 
that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins 
against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes 
Paul helps the Corin-
thians understand 
that God has claimed 
the entirety of their 
lives through the 
death of Christ. 
Hence Christian rela-
tionships and con-
duct, including areas 
of human sexuality, 
are to reflect the re-
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and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a 
price; therefore glorify God in your body.  
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Gospel Acclamation  

  
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the First Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 1:43-51 
 43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip 
and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, 
the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said 
to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and 
also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Naza-
reth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly 
an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, 
“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you 
under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Isra-
el!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 
these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descend-
ing upon the Son of Man.”  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
Please be seated 
 
Sermon — Deacon Jodi Schuman, Assistant to the Bishop 

ality that we belong 
to Christ and that the 
Holy Spirit lives within 
us.  

Gospel  
The Gospel Lesson is a 
selection from the 
accounts of the life of 
our Lord recorded by 
the four evangelists, 
St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, St. Luke, and St. 
John.  Because Christ 
is with us in the Gos-
pel reading, we stand 
to honor his pres-
ence.  We also sing 
short verses  
before and after the 
reading of the  
Gospel.   
Gospel Notes 
In John’s gospel, Je-
sus’ ministry begins 
with the call of disci-
ples, who then bring 
others to Jesus. 
Philip’s friend Nathan-
ael moves from skep-
ticism to faith when 
he accepts the invita-
tion to “Come and 
see.”  
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Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day           “Here I Am, Lord”         #574  
    
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  
L:  God of grace,  
C: receive our prayer.  
 
L: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these pray-
ers and the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
 

 
 
Creed  
The Creed is our  
response to God's 
speaking to us.  
Martyrs and saints 
have been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word "creed" 
comes from the Latin 
"credo" which means, 
"I believe!"  
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering 
As Lutherans, we be-
lieve that Christian 
giving is about wor-
ship AND action. As 
an option to the offer-
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C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our 
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gath-
ered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 
Preface 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy

 

 

 

 

ing plate, scan this 
QR code to access  
our secure digital 
offering plate. 

 
Preface 
Preface means 
“introduction.”  The 
pastor and people 
get ready to  
celebrate the Holy 
Meal by greeting 
each other and with 
an exhortation as 
how to celebrate the 
meal.  These words 
state why we should 
give thanks using 
words and ideas  
appropriate for the 
season of the church 
year. 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
Sanctus is a Latin 
word meaning 
“Holy.”  The Sanctus 
contains words from 
Isaiah’s vision of God 
(Isaiah 6:3) and the 
crowd’s response on 
Palm Sunday when 
Jesus entered the city 
of Jerusalem.  We 
join them in spirit by 
singing their words 
as we anticipate 
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
L: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and 
see. 
Please be seated 
 
Lamb of God 

 
 
Distribution Hymns: #752 (3x), #466, #479, #471 
 

Christ’s coming in the 
sacrament. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion 
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice.    
The line forms from 
the front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by 
the organ side. 
Please use the hand 
sanitizer provided 
before you receive 
the gluten free wa-
fer.  Then proceed to 
the tray of cups. Both 
wine and grape juice 
will be available.  
Please place your cup 
in the basket by the 
side aisle as you re-
turn to the pew.   
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Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are 
Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all 
and to your glory, now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 

Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn     “How Clear is our Vocation, Lord”            #580  
 
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude     “Trumpet Tune”   W. Fuhrer  
        
               

 
 
Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, God 
uses the pastor to 
say words that were 
said first through 
Aaron in the  
wilderness more than 
3,000 years ago. 


