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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation
e0n our website at www.gracedm.org
eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation

epicking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall,
or newsletters in the Entryway.

Worship Online: When you cannot be with us in person, you can participate in worship
on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

Prelude The scriptures tell us to "Store treasures in heaven."
Melody and choral prelude on "Jesus, Priceless Treasure"
J. S.Bach
Welcome

Poetry Prayer

Please rise in body or in spirit

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who writes the law on
our hearts, who draws all people together through Jesus.

C: Amen.

L: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of
God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection

L: Holy God,

C: We confess that we are caught in snares of sin

and cannot break free. We hoard resources while our neigh-
bors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence oth-
ers. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in
our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things
and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen.

L: Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world,

God draws near to us, breaks every snare of sin, washes away
our wrongs, and restores the promise of life through Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” #319
Invitation to the Table

Great Thanksgiving
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.

Wandering Heart
Like many of us,
Peter has a wan-
dering heart. His
Jjourney is not pol-
ished, or linear, or
perfect,

but he is always
tethered to the love
of God. When you
look closely at Pe-
ter’s story, you find
Jesus at each step
along the way—
offering him abun-
dance, catching
him when he be-
gins to

sink, challenging
him when he
stands in the way,
washing his feet,
predicting his be-
trayal, and
offering him agapé
love. This Lent,
we’re joining Peter
in figuring out faith.
We’re not idolizing
or vilifying him; in-
stead, we’re hoping
to wander along-
side him, open to
what we might
learn

about Jesus (and
ourselves) by step-
ping in his shoes.

Change to Purple
The liturgical color
for this season of
the church year is
purple — the color
of penitence and in
remembrance of
the royalty of Christ
who reigns from



the cross. In our
sanctuary, itis the
primary color of the
pieces hung on the
altar, ambo para-
ments, and the pas-
tor’s stole.

The Table

In Holy Communion
we share in a meal
which breaks down
barriers. Baptism is
profoundly personal,
as we are called by
name. Holy Commun-
ion moves from per-
sonal into connecting
us with one another.
In this meal, we are
all made one. There
is no one higher or
lower, worthy than
another. We gather
around The Table in
worship and then as
we gather in other
places, at home,
work, or other, the
tables become exten-
sions of the Table.
The work of unity in
this meal, initiated by
Christ, is extended
out into the world.

Instructions for Com-
munion and Imposi-
tion of Ashes

We will take part in
the Imposition of Ash-
es and distribution of
Holy Communion at
the same time today.
Please come forward,
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Thanksgiving at the Table
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion and Imposition of Ashes
L: Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!
Please be seated



Lamb of God
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Centering Prayer
There will be two minutes of silence for centering prayer.

Please rise in body or in spirit

Prayers after Communion and Imposition of Ashes

L: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
C: that we may show forth your glory in the world.

L: By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord,
C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

L: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not
desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from
their wickedness and live. Therefore, we implore him to grant us
true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please
him which we do on this day, that the rest of our life may be pure
and holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

L: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasura-
ble grace. As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now
make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the
Bread of life.

C: Amen

and if you would like
to receive ashes,
please stop at the
first station. After re-
ceiving ashes, please
continue forward to
the other stations to
receive gluten free
bread and wine or
grape juice. Please
place your cup in the
basket by the side
aisle as you return to
the pew. We will
begin with the ambo
side of the sanctuary
and continue with the
organ side.

Centering Prayer
Almighty God, to
you all hearts are
open, all desires
known, and from
you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our
hearts by the inspi-
ration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you,
and worthily magni-
fy your holy Name.



Reading notes:
Because of the
coming day of

the Lord, the proph-
et Joel calls the
people to a commu-
nity lament. The re-
pentant community
declares that God is
gracious and asks
God to spare the
people lest the na-
tions doubt God'’s
power to save.

The Psalm

We read the Psalm
responsively, start-
ing with the lector
reading the odd
verses and the as-
sembly reading the
even verses.
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Passing of the Peace

L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

L: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Almighty and ever-living God,

C: you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of
all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so
that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the
God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12

'Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy moun-
tain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of
the LORD is coming, it is near—2a day of darkness and gloom, a
day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon
the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like has
never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to
come.

2Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; ®rend your hearts
and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gra-
cious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love, and relents from punishing. *Who knows whether he will
not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain
offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God?

SBlow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assem-
bly; ®gather the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the
aged; gather the children, even infants at the breast. Let the
bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.

"Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the minis-
ters of the LORD, weep. Let them say, “Spare your people,

O LorD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword
among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’”

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 51:1-17

'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in
your great compassion blot out my offenses.

2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and



cleanse me from my sin.

3For | know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.

‘Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil in your
sight; so you are justified when you speak and right in your
judgment.

SIndeed, | was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my
mother’'s womb.

Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have
me know wisdom deep within.

’Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and
| shall be purer than snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken
may rejoice.

9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.

'°Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me.

"Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy
Spirit from me.

“Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with
your bountiful Spirit.

BLet me teach your ways to offenders, and sinners shall be
restored to you.

“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, and my
tongue shall sing of your righteousness.

0 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

*For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | would give it. You are
not pleased with burnt offering.

"The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a troubled and broken
heart, O God, you will not despise.

Anthem “Jesus, Have Mercy” written by Patrick M. Liebergen

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10
20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to

God. ?'For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so

that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
51As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept

the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, “At an acceptable time |
have listened to you, and on a day of salvation | have helped
you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of sal-
vation! *We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no
fault may be found with our ministry, *but as servants of God we
have commended ourselves in every way: through great endur-
ance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, Sbeatings, imprison-
ments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; ®by purity,
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine

love, “truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons

of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; &in honor and
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Reading Notes:
The ministry of the
gospel endures
many challenges
and hardships.
Through this minis-
try, God’s reconcil-
ing activity in the
death of Christ
reaches into the
depths of our lives
to bring us into a
right relationship
with God. In this
way, God accepts
us into the reality of
divine salvation.



Gospel

The Gospel Lesson
is a selection from
the accounts of the
life of our Lord rec-
orded by the four
evangelists, St. Mat-
thew, St. Mark, St.
Luke, and St.

John. Because
Christ is with us in
the Gospel reading,
we stand to honor
his presence. We
also sing short vers-
es before the read-
ing of the

Gospel.

Gospel Notes:

In the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus
commends almsgiv-
ing, prayer, and fast-
ing, but emphasizes
that spiritual devo-
tion is not done for
show.

dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impos-
tors, and yet are true; °as unknown, and yet are well known; as
dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as
having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

L: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God

Please rise in body or in spirit
Gospel Acclamation
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L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the Sixth
Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Beware of practicing your piety
before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no
reward from your Father in heaven.

2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets,
so that they may be praised by others. Truly | tell you, they have
received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing, *so that your alms
may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street
corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly | tell you, they
have received their reward. ®But whenever you pray, go into your
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

®“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypo-
crites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they
are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. "But
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, ®so that
your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

¥“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and



steal; 2°but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break
in and steal. ?’For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated

Sermon

Please rise in body or in spirit
Hymn of the Day “Restore in Us, O God” #328
Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

L: Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the
prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gath-
ered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Prayers

of the People

This prayer in the
service follows the
directive of the
Apostle Paul to
young Timothy, a
pastor: “l urge, then,
first of all, that re-
quests, prayers, in-
tercession and
thanksgiving be
made for everyone
— for Kings and all
those in authority,
that we may live in
peaceful and quiet
lives in all godliness
and holiness.
Offering: As Luther-
ans, we believe that
Christian giving is
about worship AND
action. As an option
to the offering plate,
scan this QR code
to access our se-
cure digital offering
plate.

R
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All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Benediction

L: Beloved wanderer, as you leave this place, may you carry your
curious heart on your sleeve. May you look for God in every face.
May you find the courage to get out of the boat, to run to the
tomb, and to speak of your faith. And when the world falls apart,
may you hear God’s voice deep within, saying, “Take heart, itis |,
be not afraid.” You are called. You are blessed. In both your ups
and your downs, you always belong to God. Go now in peace.
Go trusting that good news.

C: Amen

Sending Hymn “Lord Jesus, Think On Me” #599

Dismissal
L: Go in peace. Share your bread.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Little Prelude in E-minor Bach

Liturgy adapted from Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC |
sanctifiedart.org

About this Series

This Lent, we are focusing on the life and faith of one of Jesus’
most famous disciples. In Peter, we see a person who is both
steadfast and unsteady, a dear friend and a betrayer, a follower
and a wanderer. In Peter, we often see ourselves. By following
Peter’s journey, we watch the story of Jesus unfold through the
eyes of a very normal human trying to figure it all out—just like
us.

As we were studying Peter’s faith journey, the lyrics of “Come
Thou Fount” came to mind. It’s as if Peter himself wrote this
song. And so, for each step in Peter’s journey, we have selected
a phrase from this hymn. As we follow Peter’s story, we will sing
our way through Lent, binding our wandering hearts to God.

In this series, we want to affirm that faith is a constant journey of
steadfast pursuit, one that ebbs and flows. We want to affirm that
wandering is exploration, not necessarily distance from God. We
want to affirm the ways Peter keeps going: he drops his nets, he
walks on water, he runs to the empty tomb, he swims to the

shore to meet the risen Christ. He keeps searching and yearning



and loving, even after missteps or mistakes. Ultimately, in Peter’s
story, we are reminded that God loves imperfect people—in fact,
time and again, that’s precisely who God claims and calls.

This Lent, we will look for ourselves in the stepping stones of Pe-
ter’s story. We will reflect on the stages of our own faith journeys
as well as who and what has shaped us along the way. As we
wander, let us tune our hearts to sing God’s grace. May we rest in
streams of mercy, never ceasing.
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt ..........ccevevnne. mike@gracedm.org
Vicar

Adam Barden ..., adam@gracedm.org
Organist —

RICh SNYder ... rich@gracedm.org

Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator —
Kathy Bowermaster

Minister for Communications —

Michelle Voelker .........eeveeevevennnn. michelle@gracedm.org
Administrative Assistant —

Kami ChiCaS.....coviivieieeieeieieeieeeeseieeees kami@gracedm.org
Bookkeeper

Mike HilsabecK......covveveeveieeceeceeene mike.h@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery.....ecneceeeeeeeee, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen

Usher — Carter Woodruff

Greeter —

Poetry Prayer Reader—Carol Woodruff

Lector —

Communion Assistants — Rita Stackhouse & Jenny Rehder

Altar Guild — Rita Stackhouse, & Carol Woodruff

Tech Crew — Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson,
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer

Counters — Carter Woodruff & Jon Rissman
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