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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 

You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: When you cannot be with us in person, you can participate in worship 
on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm.  

 

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude      Choral prelude on "Out of the Depths I Cry to Thee"  
         M. Luther arranged by M. Reger 
        
Welcome  
 
Poetry Prayer  
    With My Outside Voice 
 We’ve been taught  

to wait our turn,  
to ask politely— 
we do not want to appear greedy.  
We’ve been taught:  
just a pinch of salt,  
just a dash of sugar,  
nothing in excess.  
We’ve been taught: 
raise your hand, 
keep your voice down,  
no talking in church.  
We’ve been taught to  
never make a scene, 
but I simply cannot abide.  
I am one part questions,  
two parts hunger.  
I am a million prayers  
and deep hope 
wrapped up in one.  
I am famished and hopeful,  
eager and humbled. 
I am using my outdoor voice inside.  
I am saying,  
Not just my feet,  
but my head and my hands! 
I want to go where you go. 

   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L:  Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our 
Lord's call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the 
devil −all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is 
the struggle to which we were called at baptism. Within the com-
munity of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giv-
ing the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our 
sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of 
the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another. 
              Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Most merciful God, 
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C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free our-
selves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead 
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn   “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  
 To the tune of “Come With Us, O Blessed Jesus”  #501 
  
Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,  
tune my heart to s-ing thy grace;  
streams of mercy, never ceasing,  
call for songs of lou-dest praise.  
While the hope of endless glory  
fills my heart with joy and love,  
teach me ever to adore thee;  
may I still thy good-ness prove.  
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer:  
"Hither by thy he-lp I've come";  
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,  
safely to arri-ve at home.  
Jesus sought me when a stranger,  
wand'ring from the fold of God;  
he, to rescue me from danger,  
interposed his pre-cious blood.  
 
Oh, to grace how great a debtor  
daily I'm constrai-ned to be;  
let that grace now like a fetter  
bind my wand'ring he-art to thee.  
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;  
prone to leave the God I love.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
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Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;  
seal it for thy cou-rts above.  
  
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
L:  Let us pray, 
C: Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Je-
sus gave us a new commandment, to love one another as he 
loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us 
the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Choir Anthem  “Love consecrates the Humblest Act” 
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: Exodus 12:1-14 
 1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This 
month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the 
first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of 
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for 
each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is too 
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtain-
ing one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of 
people who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-
old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6You 
shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the 
whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twi-
light. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They 
shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over 
the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any 
of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its 
head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain un-
til the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall 
burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals 
on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hur-
riedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 12For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13The 
blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes:  
Israel remembered its 
deliverance from 
slavery in Egypt by 
celebrating the  
festival of Passover. 
This festival featured 
the Passover lamb, 
whose blood was 
used as a sign to  
protect God’s people 
from the threat of 
death. The early 
church described the 
Lord’s supper using 
imagery from the 
Passover, especially 
in portraying Jesus as 
the lamb who  
delivers God’s people 
from sin and death.  
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you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall  
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations 
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  
  
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a 
loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, say-
ing, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Gospel Acclamation  

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Thirteenth  
Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. 
Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son 
of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, know-
ing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the ta-

 

Reading Notes: 
In the bread and cup 
of the Lord’s supper, 
we experience  
intimate fellowship 
with Christ and with 
one another, because 
it involves his body 
given for us and the 
new covenant in his 
blood. Faithful  
participation in this 
meal is a living  
proclamation of 
Christ’s death until he 
comes in the  
future.  

Gospel  
The Gospel Lesson is 
a selection from the 
accounts of the life of 
our Lord recorded by 
the four evangelists, 
St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, St. Luke, and 
St. John.  Because 
Christ is with us in the 
Gospel reading, we 
stand to honor his 
presence.  We also 
sing short verses  
before and after the 
reading of the  
Gospel.   

Gospel Notes 
The story of the last 
supper in John’s  
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ble, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around him-
self. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 
around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 
are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not 
know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter 
said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter 
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need 
to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 
clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray 
him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
  12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had  
returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have 
done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 
for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater 
than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who 
sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do 
them.” 
  31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been  
glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also  
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, 
I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I 
said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you can-
not come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one an-
other. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.”  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Please be seated 
Homily        
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day     “Will You Come and Follow Me”  #798  
 
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

gospel recalls a  
remarkable event not 
mentioned else-
where: Jesus per-
forms the duty of a 
slave, washing the 
feet of his disciples 
and urging them to 
do the same for one 
another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creed  
The Creed is our  
response to God's 
speaking to us.  
Martyrs and saints 
have been confessing 
this creed since 325 
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 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  
L: Merciful God,  
C: receive our prayer.  
 
L: Receive these prayers, loving God, for the sake of the One who 
loved us to the end, Jesus Christ, our redeemer.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people may 
know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but 
with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. 
Amen. 
 
L: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, say-
ing: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.   
 
L: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
L: When we eat this bread, and drink this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes.   
 

A.D. The word "creed" 
comes from the Latin 
"credo" which means, 
"I believe!” 

Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone – 
for Kings and all those 
in authority, that we 
may live in peaceful 
and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holi-
ness.” 
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Lord’s Prayer    
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion  
L: Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
 
Please be seated 
Lamb of God  

 
Distribution Hymns: #752 (3x), #466, #479, #471 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the 
saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Communion Today 
we will receive Holy 
Communion through 
wafers and pouring 
chalice. The line 
forms from the front 
pews to the back, 
with the ambo side of 
the aisle going first 
followed by the or-
gan side. Please use 
the hand sanitizer 
provided before you 
receive the gluten 
free wafer.  Then pro-
ceed to the tray of 
cups. Both wine and 
grape juice will be 
available.  Please 
place your cup in the 
basket by the side 
aisle as you return to 
the pew.   
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sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of 
your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forev-
er.  
C: Amen   
 
Please be seated  
Stripping of the Altar (6:30 p.m. only) 
 
Psalm 22 
1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why so far from 
 saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?  
2My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer; by night, but I 
 find no rest.  
3Yet you are the Holy One, enthroned on the praises of Israel.  
4Our ancestors put their trust in you, they trusted, and you res
 cued them.  
5They cried out to you and were delivered; they trusted in you and 
 were not put to shame.  
6But as for me, I am a worm and not human, scorned by all and  
 despised by the people.  
7All who see me laugh me to scorn; they curl their lips; they shake 
 their heads.  
8Trust in the LORD; let the LORD deliver; let God rescue him if 
 God so delights in him."  
9Yet you are the one who drew me forth from the womb, and kept 
 me safe on my mother's breast.  
10I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; you were 
 my God when I was still in my mother's womb.  
11Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is no one to 
 help.  
12Many young bulls encircle me; strong bulls of Bashan surround 
 me.  
13They open wide their jaws at me, like a slashing and roaring lion.  
14I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint; my 
 heart within my breast is melting wax.  
15My strength is dried up like a potsherd; my tongue sticks to the 
 roof of my mouth; and you have laid me in the dust of death.  
16Packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers circles round 
 me; they pierce my hands and my feet.  
17I can count all my bones while they stare at me and gloat.  
18They divide my garments among them; for my clothing, they 
 cast lots.  
19But you, O LORD, be not far away; O my help, hasten to my aid. 
20Deliver me from the sword, my life from the power of the dog.  
21Save me from the lion's mouth! From the horns of wild bulls you 
 have rescued me.  
22I will declare your name to my people; in the midst of the  
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 assembly I will praise you.  
23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob's line, give  
 glory. Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.  
24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their  
 poverty; neither is the LORD's face hidden from them; but 
 when they cry out, the LORD hears them.  
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform 
 my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.  
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the 
 LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!  
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all 
 the families of nations shall bow before God.  
28For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations. 
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all 
 who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be
 fore the LORD.  
30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall pro
 claim to generations to come.  
31They shall proclaim God's deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
 saying to them, "The LORD has acted!"    
 
Postlude     Improvisation on “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”  
     H. Hassler arranged by M. Burkhardt 
 
 
You are asked to leave the sanctuary in silence.   
You are welcome to remain for silent prayer.           
 
Worship continues on Good Friday at 6:30 p.m. 

Silent Listening—Holy Saturday 9 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  
In Stillness, Earth Awaits the Resurrection 
Come for the day, or come for a 90-minute block of silence. 
 
-Silent blocks: 9:00-10:15, 10:30-11:45, 12:00-1:15, 1:30-2:45 
-Options in the blocks are Centering Prayer time, lectio divina, 
chanting, reading, and mandala coloring (bring your knitting, 
crocheting or other contemplative art activity). 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
6:30 a.m. – Holy Communion 
8:15 a.m. – Holy Communion 

7:00 – 10:00 a.m. – Fellowship & Breakfast 
10:00 a.m. – Holy Communion 
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Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt ……………………...mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  
      Adam Barden ………………………………………....adam@gracedm.org  
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  
Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  

Kathy Bowermaster  
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org 
Administrative Assistant –  

Kami Chicas…………………………………………..….kami@gracedm.org   
Bookkeeper  

Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher –  
Greeter –  
Poem Reader – Julie Honsey  
Altar Guild – Sue Anderson, Jill Boeschen, Kathy Bowermaster, Gail Pe-
terson, Jenny Rehder, Amy Schmelzer, Carol Woodruff 
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

http://www.gracedm.org

