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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 21, 2024 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with piano 
Setting 1  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude    An arrangement of the sending hymn,  
 "How Great Thou Art" (S. Hine) by F. Bock  
     
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Look, here is water! 
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
L: Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for 
what God has done for us. 
 
L: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice 
thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your 
creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing 
as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless 
baptismal life. 
 
L: Look, here is water! 
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
L: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our 
source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Look, here is water! 
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Gathering Hymn      “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”       #502 
         
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
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Kyrie 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kyrie 
In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where he 
encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears this 
is Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on 
me.”  From that time 
to the present, Jesus’ 
followers have 
prayed that same 
prayer to God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we 
pray for mercy in 
every aspect of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 
Canticle of Praise
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L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 
C: O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the 
lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satis-
fied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen 
 
Please be seated 

Choir Anthem  All the Earth Sing Forth Bach/Hopson  

 
First Reading: Acts 4:5-12 
 [5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 
Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alex-
ander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they 
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By 
what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and el-
ders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done 
to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been 
healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Is-
rael, that this man is standing before you in good health by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was re-
jected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name un-
der heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Psalm 23 
1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me 
 beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right  
 pathways for your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
 shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Notes 
Peter and John had 
been arrested the 
previous day because 
they were proclaim-
ing the news of the 
resurrection to the 
people. In today’s 
reading, Peter is filled 
with the Holy Spirit so 
that he can proclaim 
salvation in Jesus’ 
name to the religious 
authorities.  
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 they comfort me.  
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
 life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.   
  
Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24 
 16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for 
us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How 
does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and 
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth 
and action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth 
and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts 
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 
everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we 
ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases 
him. 
 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he 
has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in 
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides 
in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Gospel Acclamation  

  
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Tenth Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes 
Jesus’ death on our 
behalf is the clearest 
demonstration of 
divine love. This is the 
very love we share 
with others, not just 
through our words 
but especially 
through our deeds. In 
sharing such love we 
fulfill God’s com-
mandments.  

 
 
Gospel  
The Gospel Lesson is 
a selection from the 
accounts of the life of 
our Lord recorded by 
the four evangelists, 
St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, St. Luke, and 
St. John.  Because 
Christ is with us in the 
Gospel reading, we 
stand to honor his 
presence.  We also 
sing short verses  
before and after the 
reading of the  
Gospel.   
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Gospel: John 10:11-18 
 [Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a 
hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shep-
herd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be 
one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have pow-
er to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have re-
ceived this command from my Father.”  
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Please be seated 
Sermon  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day         “The Lord's My Shepherd”       #778 
       
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  
L:  God of grace,  
C: hear our prayer.  

 
 
Gospel Notes 
In language that re-
calls the twenty-third 
psalm, Jesus describes 
himself as the shep-
herd who cares for his 
sheep. He is willing to 
die for them, and he is 
able to overcome 
death for them.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creed  
The Creed is our  
response to God's 
speaking to us.  
Martyrs and saints 
have been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word "creed" 
comes from the Latin 
"credo" which means, 
"I believe!"  
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L: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom 
we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our 
resurrected and living Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the 
gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us 
to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
true vine. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 
 
Preface 
 

Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone. 
 
 
 
Offering 
As Lutherans, we be-
lieve that Christian 
giving is about wor-
ship AND action. As 
an option to the offer-
ing plate, scan this QR 
code to access  our 
secure digital offering 
plate. 

 
 
Preface 
Preface means 
“introduction.”  The 
pastor and people get 
ready to  
celebrate the Holy 
Meal by greeting each 
other and with an 
exhortation as how to 
celebrate the meal.  
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Holy, Holy, Holy

 

 

 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
L: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the 
bread. Come and eat at God’s table. 
Please be seated 
 
Lamb of God 

These words state 
why we should give 
thanks using words 
and ideas  
appropriate for the 
season of the church 
year. 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
Sanctus is a Latin 
word meaning 
“Holy.”  The Sanctus 
contains words from 
Isaiah’s vision of God 
(Isaiah 6:3) and the 
crowd’s response on 
Palm Sunday when 
Jesus entered the city 
of Jerusalem.  We 
join them in spirit by 
singing their words 
as we anticipate 
Christ’s coming in the 
sacrament. 

 

  

 

 

 

Communion 
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice.    
The line forms from 
the front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle go-
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Celebrating First Communion today are Brantley Chicas, Brooklyn 
Chicas, Ian Galle, and Samantha Schmidt.  
 
Distribution Hymns: #473 (3x), #496, #484, #492 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and 
nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of  
Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 
C: Amen 
 

Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and 
give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn      “How Great Thou Art” #856  
 
Dismissal 
L: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.  
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 
Postlude    Piano solo based on the sending hymn, "How Great 
Thou Art" (S. Hine), by D. Kartsonakis, N. Di Gesare, and R. Wright  
               

ing first followed by 
the organ side. 
Please use the hand 
sanitizer provided 
and take a cup from 
the tray. Then pro-
ceed to receive the 
gluten-free wa-
fer .Both wine and 
grape juice will be 
available.  Please 
place your cup in the 
basket by the side 
aisle as you return to 
the pew.   

 
Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, God 
uses the pastor to 
say words that were 
said first through 
Aaron in the  
wilderness more 
than 3,000 years 
ago. 
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Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt …………………..….mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  
      Adam Barden……………………………………….….adam@gracedm.org 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  
Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  

Kathy Bowermaster  
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org 
Administrative Assistant –  

Kami Chicas…………………………………………..….kami@gracedm.org   
Bookkeeper  

Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Linda Morevec  
Greeter – Lenny & Pam Palmer 
Liturgist –  
Lector – Julie Honsey 
Communion Assistant – Carol Woodruff  
Altar Guild – Jenny Rehder, Kathy Bowermaster  
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Jon Rissman & Carter Woodruff  
Coffee & Donuts – Tammy Denton  

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

http://www.gracedm.org

