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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Day of Pentecost 

May 19, 2024 
9:00 a.m.   

Liturgical worship with piano 
Eclectic Setting 
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 

 

 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude     “Ashokan Farewell”    Jay Ungar  
 
Welcome 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Look, here is water! 
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
L: Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for 
what God has done for us. 
 
L: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice 
thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your 
creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing 
as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless 
baptismal life. 
 
L: Look, here is water! 
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
L: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our 
source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Look, here is water! 
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Gathering Hymn       “O Holy Spirit, Root of Life”  #399        
        
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
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Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 
C: Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit 
brings truth to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by 
your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
Recognition of Graduating Seniors 
P: We are delighted to recognize high school graduates of Grace 
Lutheran Church today. It is our privilege to affirm these mem-
bers of our congregation who have completed one phase of their 
lives and move with great expectations to another.  
  
This year’s graduates include: Charla Preston and Laynne Weber. 
  
As you celebrate your achievements and prepare to begin new 
endeavors, be mindful of your grounding in faith, and of your vo-
cation to serve God in all your life's work and accomplishments. 
  
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements. 
We give thanks especially for the milestones that Charla and 
Laynne have attained. As they begin new phases of their lives, 
may they also know your love and experience your peace in all 
the experiences they encounter. Bless also the parents of these 
students, who have raised their children and nourished them in 
the Christian faith. Give them strength in your continuing pres-
ence and give them many joyful reunions with their children, who 
may be leaving home soon to begin new and varied ventures, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: Acts 2:1-21 
 1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all 
together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other lan-
guages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 
living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and 
was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that 
we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cap-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes  
Originally Pentecost 
was a Jewish thanks-
giving-type festival 
celebrated seven 
weeks after Passo-
ver. On this particu-
lar Pentecost, how-
ever, the Holy Spirit 
is poured out upon 
the entire community 
of believers just as 
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padocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own lan-
guages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of pow-
er.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are 
filled with new wine.” 
 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and ad-
dressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let 
this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morn-
ing. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and 
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and 
signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The 
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before 
the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
24How manifold are your works, O LORD! In wisdom you have 
 made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many 
 to number, living things both small and great. 
26There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made 
 for the sport of it. 
27All of them look to you to give them their food in due sea
 son.  
28You give it to them; they gather it; you open your hand, and 
 they are filled with good things. 
29When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take 
 away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you 
 renew the face of the earth. 
31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; O LORD, rejoice 
 in all  your works.  
32You look at the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains 
 and they smoke. 
33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will praise my God 
 while I have my being. 
34May these words of mine please God. I will rejoice in the LORD. 
35bBless the LORD, O my soul. Hallelujah!  

Jesus had promised 
and the scriptures 
had prophesied. Em-
powered by the Spir-
it, the entire commu-
nity bears witness to 
God’s activity in mul-
tiple languages.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

Anthem            “O Living Breath of God”    arr. John Helgen 
       Chancel Choir  
 
Second Reading: Romans 8:22-27 
 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 
pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 
wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
wait for it with patience. 
 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 
with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon  
     
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day     “Like The Murmur of the Dove's Song”  #403 
  
Welcome of New Members 
Today we welcome Katie Cartagena, Joan Fumetti, and Marla 
Gowdey. 
  
Welcome 
L: Let us welcome these siblings in Christ to this community of 
faith. 
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will 
give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to 
all the world. 
  
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 

Reading Notes 
By pouring the Holy 
Spirit into our hearts, 
God gives us the 
promised first fruit of 
eternal life so that we 
await God’s future in 
hope. In the mean-
time, the Spirit also 
intercedes for us by 
carrying the prayers 
of our weak human 
hearts to God.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 
Prayers of the People  
L: God of grace,  
C: hear our prayer.  
 
L: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in 
the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Volunteer Recognition. 
L: Dear friends: United with all the baptized in the one body of 
Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are joined in 
God's mission for the life of the world. We are called to that mis-
sion in our daily lives and in the ministries we share as the church 
of God.  
  
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, your Holy Spirit equips the church with a rich vari-
ety of gifts. We give thanks for the ways these gifts have been 
shown forth among us through the people of God at Grace Lu-
theran Church.  
 
We praise you for shared joys and accomplishments, and we 
commend our work to you. Grant that we may continue to bear 
witness to Christ in lives that are built on faith and love; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 

 

Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the 
service follows the 
directive of the Apos-
tle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests, pray-
ers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be 
made for everyone – 
for Kings and all 
those in authority, 
that we may live in 
peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness 
and  
holiness.” 
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Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the 
gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us 
to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
true vine. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
L: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the 
bread. Come and eat at God’s table. 
 
Please be seated 
Lamb of God 

 

 

Offering 
As Lutherans, we be-
lieve that Christian 
giving is about wor-
ship AND action. As 
an option to the offer-
ing plate, scan this QR 
code to access  our 
secure digital offering 
plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion 
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice.    The 
line forms from the 
front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle going 
first followed by the 
organ side. Please use 
the hand sanitizer 
provided and take a 
cup from the 
tray. Then proceed to 
receive the gluten-
free wafer. Both wine 
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Distribution Hymns: #472 (3x), #423, #464, #542 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and 
nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of  
Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 
C: Amen 
 
Blessing at the End of Internship 
L: Adam Barden, on June 15th  your internship began, we of 
Grace Lutheran Church welcomed you to be a vicar in this place: 
to observe, participate in, and lead in the full stretch of Gospel 
ministry among us. With the Gospel you have comforted us in 
times of sickness and trouble, and at the death of loved ones. 
Sharing our joys and sorrows you have been important to our life 
together in the church of Jesus Christ, in service to this communi-
ty, and in God’s mission to the whole world. As you leave this 
community of faith, we say farewell, and we pray for God’s bless-
ing. 
  
L: People of God, members and friends of Grace Lutheran 
Church, do you release Adam Barden from service as your vicar? 
C: We do, and we give thanks to God for our ministry together. 
  
L: Adam, do you recognize and accept the completion of your 
ministry with Grace Lutheran Church? 
Victor Adam: I do, and I give thanks to God for our ministry to-
gether.  
  
L: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy 
apostles many gifts and commanded them to feed your flock. 
You equip your people with abilities that differ according to the 
grace given to them, and you call them to various avenues of ser-
vice. We give you thanks for the ministry of Adam Barden among 
the people of God in this place. 
You watch over our going out and our coming in: Bless this time 
of ending and beginning. 
You surround your people in every time and place: Keep us close 
in your love. 
You accompany your people in times of joy and times of trial: 

and grape juice will 
be available.  Please 
place your cup in the 
basket by the side 
aisle as you return to 
the pew.   
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Prosper all that has been done to your glory in this time together, 
Heal and forgive all that has fallen short of your will for us. 
C: Amen 
  
Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn  “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind”  #400       
                          
Dismissal 
L: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.  
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 
Postlude  “Spirit of Gentleness”      ELW 396     
 

 
 
Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our journey 
through the wilder-
ness to the Promised 
Land, God uses the 
pastor to say words 
that were said first 
through Aaron in the 
wilderness more than 
3,000 years ago. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
mike@gracedm.org     
www.gracedm.org 

Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt …………………..….mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  
      Adam Barden……………………………………….….adam@gracedm.org 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  
Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  

Kathy Bowermaster  
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org 
Administrative Assistant –  

Kami Chicas…………………………………………..….kami@gracedm.org   
Bookkeeper  

Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Tom McCleary  
Greeter – Pam & Lenny Palmer  
Lector – Pam Palmer  
Communion Assistant – Carol Woodruff  
Altar Guild – Kathy Bowermaster 
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Carter Woodruff & Tom McCleary  
 

 

http://www.gracedm.org

