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Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Holy Trinity Sunday
May 26, 2024
9:00 a.m.
Liturgical worship with organ
Setting 10



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation

e0ON our website at www.gracedm.org

eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation

epicking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall,
or newsletters in the Entryway.

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page
@gracelutherandm .

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

Prelude Improvisation on the gathering hymn, "Come, Join the
Dance of Trinity" - English folk tune arranged by M. Burkhardt

Welcome

Please rise in body or in spirit

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the God of manna, the
God of miracles, the God of mercy.

C: Amen.

L: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess
our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough
to share. We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings
and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the
world.

C: Amen.

L: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, the bread of
life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.

C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn  “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” #412
Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Hymn
We are a “singing
church,” so we
follow the advice of
the apostle Paul to
teach and admonish
“one another in
psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in
your hearts to the
Lord” (Colossians
3:16).



Kyrie

In Mark 10 we hear
of Jesus’ journey
through Jericho to
Jerusalem where he
encounters
Bartimaeus, a blind
man, who hears this
is Jesus and shouts,
“Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on

me.” From that time
to the present, Jesus’
followers have
prayed that same
prayer to God: “Kyrie
Eleison” (“Lord,
have mercy”). We
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we
pray for mercy in
every aspect of life.

1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol -emn
Christ, and wash
make sin and shame de - part.

prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, a - way our sin.

3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord;

We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to
2 Glo-ry be to
3 Ho-ly One we

God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
Christ for - ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
a - lone, to

now ac-claim you; Lord you we call;
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Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;

cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to God’s right hand.

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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save us; NOW you reign at
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for - give us;

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray,

C: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glo-
ry, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic



One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all
adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

Recognition of Graduating Seniors

P: We are delighted to recognize high school graduates of Grace
Lutheran Church today. It is our privilege to affirm these mem-
bers of our congregation who have completed one phase of
their lives and move with great expectations to another.

This year’s graduates include: Charla Preston and Laynne
Weber.

As you celebrate your achievements and prepare to begin new
endeavors, be mindful of your grounding in faith, and of your vo-
cation to serve God in all your life's work and accomplishments.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements.
We give thanks especially for the milestones that Charla and
Laynne have attained. As they begin new phases of their lives,
may they also know your love and experience your peace in all
the experiences they encounter. Bless also the parents of these
students, who have raised their children and nourished them in
the Christian faith. Give them strength in your continuing pres-
ence and give them many joyful reunions with their children,
who may be leaving home soon to begin new and varied ven-
tures, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8

'In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a
throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the tem-
ple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings:
with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered
their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to another and
said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full
of his glory.” The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of
those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And | said:
“Woe is me! | am lost, for | am a man of unclean lips, and | live
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King,
the Lord of hosts!”

8Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that
had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. "The seraph
touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched
your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted

5

Reading Notes

This reading narrates
Isaiah’s vision of the
Lord surrounded by
angels. They sing
“Holy, holy, holy,” a
song the church sings
at the beginning of
the great thanksgiv-
ing. This liturgical
text invites the
church and all crea-
tion to sing in praise
of God'’s glory. That



glory is God’s mercy
toward sinners.

Reading Notes

In describing the new
life of faith, Paul re-
fers to all three per-
sons of the Trinity:
the Spirit leads us to
recognize that we are
children of God the
Father and joint heirs
with Christ the Son.

out.” 8Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall |
send, and who will go for us?” And | said, “Here am |; send me!”

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 29

'Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and
strength.

2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the
LORD in the beauty of holiness.

3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory
thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the
LORD is a voice of splendor.

5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks
the cedars of Lebanon;

5the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon
like a young wild ox.

"The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.

8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes
the wilderness of Kadesh.

9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips
the forests bare. And in the temple of the LORD all are crying,
“Glory!”

'“The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits
enthroned as king forevermore.

"O LoRD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the
blessings of peace.

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-17

2Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh—"for if you live according to the flesh, you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. ®For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When
we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with
our spirit that we are children of God, Yand if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with
him so that we may also be glorified with him.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please rise in body or in spirit



Gospel Acclamation
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fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.

Al - le-lu - ia!

Lord, we sing  for  the good news that you bring.

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Third Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 3:1-17

'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the
Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we
know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of
God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see
the kingdom of God without being born from above.”
“Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spir-
it. ®What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit
is spirit. ‘Do not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be
born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spir-
it.” °Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” °Jesus
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?

"“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to
what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. ™If |
have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how
can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? *No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. “And just as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, "®that who-
ever believes in him may have eternal life.

®“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eter-
nal life.
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Gospel

The Gospel Lesson is
a selection from the
accounts of the life of
our Lord recorded by
the four evangelists,
St. Matthew, St.
Mark, St. Luke, and
St. John. Because
Christ is with us in the
Gospel reading, we
stand to honor his
presence. We also
sing short verses
before and after the
reading of the
Gospel.

Gospel Notes

Jesus’ miracles
prompt Nicodemus to
visit him in secrecy.
Jesus tells him about
being born of the
Spirit and about the
Son who has been
sent by God to save.



Creed

The Creed is our
response to God's
speaking to us.
Martyrs and saints
have been confessing
this creed since 325
A.D. The word "creed"
comes from the Latin
"credo" which means,
"I believe!"

Prayers of the People
This prayer in the
service follows the
directive of the
Apostle Paul to young
Timothy, a pastor: “I|
urge, then, first of all,
that requests,
prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be
made for everyone —
for Kings and all those
in authority, that we
may live in peaceful
and quiet lives in all
godliness and holi-
ness.”

8

"“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated

Sermon

Please rise in body or in spirit

Hymn of the Day “Father Most Holy” #415

Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

L: Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid,
through the power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.



Passing of the Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

Please rise in body or in spirit

Offering Prayer

L: Let us pray,

C: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very
self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been
sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table
L: In the night in which he was betrayed...

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
L: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
Please be seated

Offering

As Lutherans, we be-
lieve that Christian
giving is about wor-
ship AND action. As
an option to the offer-
ing plate, scan this QR
code to access our
secure digital offering
plate.

Lord’s Prayer

We gather in prayer
in response to the
gospel heard in the
proclamation that this
meal is given “for you
and for all people for
the forgiveness of
sin.” We find our-
selves at the very
heart of the gospel
message. Christ not
only speaks to us in
the supper, but gives
us what he is speak-
ing about: his body
and blood for the for-
giveness of sins.
Communion

Today we will receive
Holy Communion
through wafers and
pouring chalice. The
line forms from the
front pews to the
back, with the ambo
side of the aisle going



first followed by the
organ side. Please
use the hand sanitiz-
er provided and take
a cup from the

tray. Then proceed to
receive the gluten-
free wafer .Both wine
and grape juice will
be available. Please
place your cup in the
basket by the side
aisle as you return to
the pew.

Blessing

Here as we leave to
continue our journey
through the
wilderness to the
Promised Land, God
uses the pastor to
say words that were
said first through
Aaron in the wilder-
ness more than 3,000
years ago.
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Distribution Hymns: #751 (3x), #474, #515, #488

Please rise in body or in spirit

Prayer after Communion

L: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more

than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your
name we pray.

C: Amen

Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Sending Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” #413

Dismissal

L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Improvisation on the sending hymn, "Holy, Holy, Holy"
J. Dykes arranged by M. Burkhardt
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt ...........ccveuenee. mike@gracedm.org
Vicar

Adam Barden.........eeeeieiieeeeeeeeeeree e adam@gracedm.org
Organist —

RIiCh SNYder ... rich@gracedm.org

Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator —
Kathy Bowermaster

Minister for Communications —

Michelle Voelker .........eeeeeeveeannnn. michelle@gracedm.org
Administrative Assistant —

Kami ChiCaS.....couviviieeieeeieeeeeeeseesee s kami@gracedm.org
Bookkeeper

Mike HilsabecK......ovveveveeieeceieeeeenee mike.h@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery......eeceeeeeeeeeeen, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen

Usher — Tom McCleary

Greeter — Cathy Watson

Liturgist —

Lector — Jenny Rehder

Communion Assistant — Cathy Watson

Altar Guild — Kathy Bowermaster

Tech Crew — Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson,
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer

Counters — Jon Rissman & Carter Woodruff
Coffee & Donuts — Dean Watson

Grace Lutheran Church

5201 Urbandale Avenue
1, Des Moines, lowa 50310
—— ] — Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
www.gracedm.org
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