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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  

June 16, 2024 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with piano 
Setting 3 
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude     
  
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the God of manna, the 
God of miracles, the God of mercy. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess 
our sin. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: God, our provider,  
C: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We 
question your ways when they differ from the ways of the 
world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding ra-
ther than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings 
and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in 
the world. Amen. 
 
L: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, the bread of 
life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into 
abundant life. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn        “As Rain From The Clouds”                 #508 
         
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   

Kyrie 
In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where he 
encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears this 
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Canticle of Praise 

 
 

is Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on 
me.”  From that time 
to the present, Jesus’ 
followers have 
prayed that same 
prayer to God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we 
pray for mercy in 
every aspect of life. 
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L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 
C: O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the 
world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we 
may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 22Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the 
lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender one 
from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high 
and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant 
it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and be-
come a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the 
shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 
24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD. I bring 
low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green 
tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will 
accomplish it.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 
1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praise to 
 your name, O Most High; 
2to herald your love in the morning and your faithfulness at 
 night; 
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, and to the melody of the harp. 
4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; and I shout 
 for joy because of the works of your hands.  
12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall spread 
 abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish 
 in the courts of our God; 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Notes 
Tree imagery is used 
in a messianic proph-
ecy to tell how 
the Lord will choose 
someone from Ju-
dah’s royal family 
(the cedar tree) to 
reign over all crea-
tion. This tree will be 
planted on Mount 
Zion, the location of 
the holy temple.  
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14they shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and  
 succulent; 
15that they may show how upright the LORD is, my rock, in 
 whom there is no injustice.   
 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
 6So we are always confident; even though we know that while 
we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord—7for we 
walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the 
Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has 
been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade 
others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that 
we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not com-
mending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to 
boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who 
boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are 
beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for 
you. 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are con-
vinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he 
died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for them-
selves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 
 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human 
point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human 
point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone 
is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become new!  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Gospel Acclamation  

 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark the Fourth Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

 

 
Reading Notes 
Paul encourages be-
lievers to live by faith 
and not by sight. We 
do not consider Jesus 
from a human per-
spective but through 
the eyes of faith, be-
lieving he died for all 
and was raised. All 
who are in Christ are 
now in God’s new 
creation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel  
The Gospel Lesson is 
a selection from the 
accounts of the life of 
our Lord recorded by 
the four evangelists, 
St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, St. Luke, and 
St. John.  Because 
Christ is with us in the 
Gospel reading, we 
stand to honor his 
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Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 
 26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would 
scatter seed on the ground,27and would sleep and rise night and 
day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, 
then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at 
once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
 30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of 
God, or what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, 
which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 
the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that 
the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they 
were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in para-
bles, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
Please be seated 
 
Sermon   
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day        “As the Grains of Wheat”    #465 
     
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 

presence.  We also 
sing short verses  
before and after the 
reading of the  
Gospel.   
 
Gospel Notes 
Jesus frequently uses 
parables to teach or-
dinary people as they 
are able to hear and 
understand. Images 
of sowing and grow-
ing show the vitality 
of God’s kingdom.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Creed  
The Creed is our  
response to God's 
speaking to us.  
Martyrs and saints 
have been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word "creed" 
comes from the Latin 
"credo" which means, 
"I believe!"  
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Prayers of the People  
L:  Merciful God,  
C: receive our prayer.  
 
L: Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, 
through the power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very 
self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been 
sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

 
Preface 
 

 

Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone – 
for Kings and all those 
in authority, that we 
may live in peaceful 
and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holi-
ness.” 
Offering: As Luther-
ans, we believe that 
Christian giving is 
about worship AND 
action. As an option 
to the offering plate, 
scan this QR code to 
access  our secure 
digital offering plate. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
L: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanctus 
As we draw close to 
God in this meal, we 
sing these words 
from the angels.  The 
words hearken back 
to Isaiah’s vision in 
the temple, where he 
hears the seraphim 
singing “Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord, God of 
power and might, 
heaven and earth are 
full of your glory.”   
 
 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
We gather in prayer 
in response to the 
gospel heard in the 
proclamation that 
this meal is given 
“for you and for all 
people for the for-
giveness of sin.”  We 
find ourselves at the 
very heart of the gos-
pel message.  Christ 
not only speaks to us 
in the supper, but 
gives us what he is 
speaking about: his 
body and blood for 
the forgiveness of 
sins. 
 
 
 



11 

Lamb of God 

 
 
Distribution Hymns: #752 (3x), #466, #479, #471  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than 
we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now 
strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name 
we pray. 
C: Amen 
 
Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and 
give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn  “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” #551 
     
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude           
    

Communion 
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice.    
The line forms from 
the front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by 
the organ side. 
Please use the hand 
sanitizer provided 
and take a cup from 
the tray. Then pro-
ceed to receive the 
gluten-free wafer. 
Both wine and grape 
juice will be availa-
ble.  Please place 
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side aisle 
as you return to the 
pew.   
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Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt………………………..mike@gracedm.org 
Presiding Pastor –  

Pastor Kathleen Wohlers  
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………...rich@gracedm.org  
Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  

Kathy Bowermaster  
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org  
Administrative Assistant –  

Kami Chicas…………………………………………..….kami@gracedm.org  
Bookkeeper - 

Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship  

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Tom McCleary  
Greeter –   
Liturgist – Paul Kallenbach 
Lector – Carol Woodruff 
Communion Assistants – Cathy Watson, Paul Kallenbach 
Altar Guild – Carol Woodruff  
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Mark Stumme & Tom McCleary  
Coffee & Donuts – Dean Watson 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

http://www.gracedm.org

