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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

June 30, 2024 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with piano 
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 

You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: When you cannot be with us in person, you can participate in worship 
on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm.  

 

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

  

 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Listen! God Is Calling!  An East African Worship Service 

(based upon Tanzanian hymns and hymn tunes) 
 

Prelude                “Come, Let Us Eat”    
             Billema Kwillia, arr. Anne Krentz Organ  (ELW #491) 
                
Welcome 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
"Listen God is Calling!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tanzanian Liturgy 
As we worship today, 
we celebrate the 
ways that we walk 
with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ 
from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of 
Tanzania, especially 
those of the Msindo 
and Mararo parishes 
with whom we share 
a Companion Con-
gregation relation-
ship.  At Grace Lu-
theran Church, every 
time we have a 
month with five Sun-
days, we set the fifth 
one aside as a time 
to share in a worship 
setting with a Tanza-
nian Liturgy as well 
as the Altar candle 
stands.  In doing so, 
it serves as a remind-
er of our journey 
with these brothers 
and sisters, and oth-
ers throughout the 
world.  
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Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the God of manna, the 
God of miracles, the God of mercy. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess 
our sin. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: God, our provider,  
C: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We 
question your ways when they differ from the ways of the 
world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding ra-
ther than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings 
and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in 
the world. Amen. 
 
L: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, the bread of 
life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into 
abundant life. 
C: Amen. 
   
Gathering Hymn    “Come, All You People”  #819 
       
Greeting 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
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Reading Notes:  
The book of Lamenta-
tions is one of our 
most important 
sources of infor-
mation about the fall 
of Jerusalem to the 
Babylonians in 587 
BCE. Though the peo-
ple admit that God’s 
judgment was just, 
today’s reading de-
clares a fervent trust 
that God will not 
leave them forever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Almighty and merciful God, we implore you to hear the pray-
ers of your people. Be our strong defense against all harm and 
danger, that we may live and grow in faith and hope, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen  
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: Lamentations 3:22-33 
 22The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies nev-
er come to an end; 23they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. 24“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I 
will hope in him.” 
 25The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that 
seeks him. 26It is good that one should wait quietly for the salva-
tion of the LORD. 27It is good for one to bear the yoke in youth, 
28to sit alone in silence when the Lord has imposed it, 29to put 
one’s mouth to the dust (there may yet be hope), 30to give one’s 
cheek to the smiter, and be filled with insults. 31For the Lord will 
not reject forever. 32Although he causes grief, he will have com-
passion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; 33for 
he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone.  
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 30 
1I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up and have 
 not let my enemies triumph over me. 
2O LORD my God, I cried out to you, and you restored me to 
 health. 
3You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; you restored my life 
 as I was going down to the grave. 
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4Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful; give thanks in holy  
 remembrance.  
5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. Weeping 
 spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 
6While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed. 
7You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the  
 mountains.” Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 
8I cried to you, O LORD; I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 
9“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? Will the 
 dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
10Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; O LORD, be my  
 helper.”  
11You have turned my wailing into dancing; you have put off my 
 sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 
12Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; O LORD my 
 God, I will give you thanks forever.  
 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
 7Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we 
want you to excel also in this generous undertaking. 
 8I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuine-
ness of your love against the earnestness of others. 9For you 
know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his pov-
erty you might become rich. 10And in this matter I am giving my 
advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year not only to 
do something but even to desire to do something—11now finish 
doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing 
it according to your means. 12For if the eagerness is there, the gift 
is acceptable according to what one has—not according to what 
one does not have. 13I do not mean that there should be relief for 
others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance 
between 14your present abundance and their need, so that their 
abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a 
fair balance. 15As it is written, “The one who had much did not 
have too much, and the one who had little did not have too little.”  
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reading Notes: 
Paul encourages the 
Corinthians to honor 
their commitment to 
participate in the col-
lection his churches 
are organizing for the 
Christians in Jerusa-
lem. He presents Je-
sus as an example of 
selfless stewardship 
and reminds them 
that Christians have 
received abundantly 
so that they can 
share abundantly.  

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Old Lutheran liturgies 
often call this verse 
the "Gradual" which 
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L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the Fifth Chapter 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Mark 5:21-43 
 21When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a 
great crowd gathered around him; and he was by the sea. 22Then 
one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, 
when he saw him, fell at his feet 23and begged him repeatedly, 
“My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your 
hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” 24So he 
went with him. And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on 
him. 25Now there was a woman who had been suffering from 
hemorrhages for twelve years. 26She had endured much under 
many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no 
better, but rather grew worse. 27She had heard about Jesus, and 
came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28for 
she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made 
well.” 29Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her 
body that she was healed of her disease. 30Immediately aware 
that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the 
crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?” 31And his disciples 
said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you 
say, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 32He looked all around to see who had 
done it. 33But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, 
came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him 
the whole truth. 34He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made 
you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 
 35While he was still speaking, some people came from the lead-
er’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teach-
er any further?” 36But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to 
the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37He 
allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, the 
brother of James. 38When they came to the house of the leader 
of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and 
wailing loudly. 39When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do 
you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead but 
sleeping.” 40And they laughed at him. Then he put them all out-
side, and took the child’s father and mother and those who were 
with him, and went in where the child was. 41He took her by the 
hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get 
up!” 42And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about 
(she was twelve years of age). At this they were overcome with 
amazement. 43He strictly ordered them that no one should know 
this, and told them to give her something to eat.  
  

is based upon a Latin 
word meaning "step". 
We step up, with the 
Gospel acclamation, 
to hear the words of 
eternal life.  

 

Gospel Notes:  
Jairus, a respected 
leader, begs Jesus to 
heal his daughter. A 
woman with a hemor-
rhage was considered 
ritually unclean and 
treated as an outcast. 
Both Jairus and the 
unnamed woman 
come to Jesus in faith, 
believing in his power 
to heal and bring life 
out of death.  
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L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  

 

 
Please be seated 
Sermon   
 
Please rise in body or in spirit  
Hymn of the Day       “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”    #733 
           
Creed    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
L:  In your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer.  
 
L: Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we 
commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one 
who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Creed 
The Apostle’s Creed is 
in a way the 
“Reader’s Digest Bi-
ble”.  If you took the 
Bible and did to it 
what Southern chefs 
do to green beans 
(cook them for 24 
hours), you would find 
the Apostle’s Creed at 
the bottom of the pot 
when you lifted the 
lid.   

Prayers of the       
People 

In the middle of wor-
ship, we pause to pray 
not only for ourselves 
and our loved ones 
and their needs, but 
for everyone: the 
whole church, the 
world, and its leaders, 
and the local commu-
nity. This kind of all-
inclusive prayer is at 
the heart of Christian 
worship precisely be-
cause Jesus Christ 
died and rose again, 
not just for a few but 
for all people.  
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All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
               
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very 
self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been 
sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L:  In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion  
L: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
Please be seated 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Offering: As Luther-
ans, we believe that 
Christian giving is 
about worship AND 
action. As an option 
to the offering plate, 
scan this QR code to 
access  our secure 
digital offering plate. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
We gather in prayer 
in response to the 
gospel heard in the 
proclamation that 
this meal is given 
“for you and for all 
people for the for-
giveness of sin.”  We 
find ourselves at the 
very heart of the gos-
pel message.  Christ 
not only speaks to us 
in the supper, but 
gives us what he is 
speaking about: his 
body and blood for 
the forgiveness of 
sins. 
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The Distribution  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Distribution Hymns: #472 (3x), #423, #464, #542 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this 
meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In 
your name we pray. 
C: Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion 
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice.    
The line forms from 
the front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by 
the organ side. 
Please use the hand 
sanitizer provided 
and take a cup from 
the tray. Then pro-
ceed to receive the 
gluten-free wafer. 
Both wine and grape 
juice will be availa-
ble.  Please place 
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side aisle 
as you return to the 
pew.   
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Blessing  
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.   
C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn       “When We Are Living”  #639 
      
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
C: Thanks be to God.    
 
Postlude           “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” 
                      Wilson Niwagila, arr. Anne Krentz Organ  (ELW #401) 
 
 
  
  
  

Text ©2000 James C. and Judith A. Bangsund, Makumira University College 
(www.bangsund.co.tz).  Tunes (and refrain from "Listen, Listen' God Is Calling") ©1987 Ma-

kumira University College of Tumaini University (Tanzania). 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
With the dismissal 
from worship, we are 
sent to serve the Lord 
through the unique 
gifts, talents, and 
relationships of each 
one of us.  This is not 
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to 
what the next week 
will bring in our walk 
with Christ.  So it is 
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to 
God.” 
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Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt ……………………...mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  
      Jesse Hershberger…………………………………..jesse@gracedm.org 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  
Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  

Kathy Bowermaster  
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org 
Administrative Assistant –  

Kami Chicas…………………………………………..….kami@gracedm.org   
Bookkeeper  

Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Bruce Bergman  
Greeter – Rich Snyder 
Liturgist – Mary Freimuth Helt  
Lector – Ro Zimany  
Communion Assistant – Cherie Rissman  
Altar Guild – Carol Woodruff  
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Jon Rissman & Aaron Brandsfield 
Coffee & Donuts – Cheryl Weatherington 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

http://www.gracedm.org

