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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  

July 14, 2024 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with piano 
Setting 1  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude               
 
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the God of manna, the 
God of miracles, the God of mercy. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess 
our sin. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: God, our provider,  
C: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We 
question your ways when they differ from the ways of the 
world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding ra-
ther than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings 
and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in 
the world. Amen. 
 
L: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, the bread of 
life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into 
abundant life. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn        “O Holy Spirit,  Enter In”          #786 
       
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
 
Kyrie 
In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where he 
encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
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man, who hears this 
is Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on 
me.”  From that time 
to the present, Jesus’ 
followers have 
prayed that same 
prayer to God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we 
pray for mercy in 
every aspect of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

Canticle of Praise

 

 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 
C: O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which 
the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the 
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: Amos 7:7-15 
 7 This is what [the Lord God] showed me: the Lord was standing 
beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his 
hand. 8 And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I 
said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a 
plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will never again 
pass them by; 
 9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanc-
tuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the 
house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 10 Then Amaziah, the priest 
of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has 
conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; 
the land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has 
said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into 
exile away from his land.’ ” 12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, 
go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and 
prophesy there; 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the 
king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 
  14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a 
prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore 
trees, 15 and the Lord took me from following the flock, and 
the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ ”  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Psalm 85:8-13 
8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace 
 to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to 
 you. 
9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that 
 your glory may dwell in our land.  
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;  
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteous-
ness  shall look down from heaven. 
12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its 
 increase. 
13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD and shall prepare 
 for God a pathway.    

 

 

 

 
 
 
Reading Notes 
Amos is not the kind 
of prophet attached 
to temples or royal 
courts. Rather, he is 
an ordinary farmer 
from Judah (the 
southern kingdom) 
called by God to 
speak to Israel (the 
northern kingdom). 
God’s word of judg-
ment through Amos 
conflicts with the 
king’s court prophet 
Amaziah, whom 
Amos encounters at 
Bethel.  
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Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heav-
enly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation 
of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He 
destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his 
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In 
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lav-
ished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to 
us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he 
set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up 
all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ 
we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined ac-
cording to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things ac-
cording to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to 
set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In 
him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inher-
itance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of 
his glory.  
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Gospel Acclamation  

  
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark the Sixth 
Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

Reading Notes 
In Jesus, all of God’s 
plans and purposes 
have been made 
known as heaven and 
earth are united in 
Christ. Through Jesus, 
we have been chosen 
as God’s children and 
have been promised 
eternal salvation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel  
The Gospel Lesson is 
a selection from the 
accounts of the life of 
our Lord recorded by 
the four evangelists, 
St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, St. Luke, and 
St. John.  Because 
Christ is with us in the 
Gospel reading, we 
stand to honor his 
presence.  We also 
sing short verses  
before and after the 
reading of the  
Gospel.   
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Gospel: Mark 6:14-29 
 14 King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ 
name had become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer 
has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers 
are at work in him.” 15 But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others 
said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16 But when 
Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been 
raised.” 
  17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound 
him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18 For John had 
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s 
wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to 
kill him. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that 
he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When 
he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen 
to him. 21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday 
gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders 
of Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, 
she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, 
“Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23 And he sol-
emnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even 
half of my kingdom.” 24 She went out and said to her mother, 
“What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the bap-
tizer.” 25 Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, 
“I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a 
platter.” 26 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his 
oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27 
Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to 
bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28 
brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl 
gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard about it, they 
came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Please be seated 
Sermon  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day     “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”      #717 
        
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 

Gospel Notes 
As Jesus and his disci-
ples begin to attract 
attention, Mark re-
calls the story of John 
the Baptist’s martyr-
dom. Like John, Jesus 
and his disciples will 
also suffer at the 
hands of those op-
posed to the gospel of 
salvation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creed  
The Creed is our  
response to God's 
speaking to us.  
Martyrs and saints 
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 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  
L:  In your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer.  
 
L: Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we 
commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one 
who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very 
self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been 
sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

have been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word "creed" 
comes from the Latin 
"credo" which means, 
"I believe!"  
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone. 
 
 
 
Offering 
As Lutherans, we be-
lieve that Christian 
giving is about wor-
ship AND action. As 
an option to the offer-
ing plate, scan this QR 
code to access  our 
secure digital offering 
plate. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 
Preface 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy

 

 

 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

 
 
 
 
Preface 
Preface means 
“introduction.”  The 
pastor and people 
get ready to  
celebrate the Holy 
Meal by greeting 
each other and with 
an exhortation as 
how to celebrate the 
meal.  These words 
state why we should 
give thanks using 
words and ideas  
appropriate for the 
season of the church 
year. 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
Sanctus is a Latin 
word meaning 
“Holy.”  The Sanctus 
contains words from 
Isaiah’s vision of God 
(Isaiah 6:3) and the 
crowd’s response on 
Palm Sunday when 
Jesus entered the city 
of Jerusalem.  We 
join them in spirit by 
singing their words 
as we anticipate 
Christ’s coming in the 
sacrament. 
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L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
L: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
Please be seated 
 
Lamb of God 

 
 
Distribution Hymns: #473 (3x), #496, #484, #492 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion 
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice.    
The line forms from 
the front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by 
the organ side. 
Please use the hand 
sanitizer provided 
and take a cup from 
the tray. Then pro-
ceed to receive the 
gluten-free wafer. 
Both wine and grape 
juice will be availa-
ble.  Please place 
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side aisle 
as you return to the 
pew.   
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we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now 
strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name 
we pray. 
C: Amen 
 

Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn      “Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen” #548 
  
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude             
  
        
               

Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, God 
uses the pastor to 
say words that were 
said first through 
Aaron in the  
wilderness more than 
3,000 years ago. 


