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Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 15, 2024
9:00 a.m.

Liturgical worship with organ
Setting 2



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation
e0n our website at www.gracedm.org

eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation

epicking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall,
or newsletters in the Entryway.

Worship Online: When you cannot be with us in person, you can participate in worship
on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

Prelude Setting of “Let The Whole Creation Cry”
J. Hintze arranged by M. Burkhardt
Welcome

Please rise in body or in spirit
Confession and Forgiveness

L: We confess our sins before God and one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.

L: Merciful God,

C: We confess that from the beginning of time we have failed
to understand your call to us. We have acted as though we are
gods in our own lives. We have acted or failed to act in ways
that have led to injustice and oppression. We have turned
away from you and sought after other gods—possessions, peo-
ple, media, and other distractions. Forgive us for all the ways in
which we have failed you and our neighbors. Call us back into
the abundant life of loving service that you offer us in your ho-
ly name.

L: Beloved of God, hear these words of hope. God who created
you in God’s image has redeemed you in Christ Jesus, and for
his sake forgives you for all the ways you have sinned and fallen
short. Receive this forgiveness with joy, in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn “Crashing Waters of Creation” #455

Sacrament of Holy Baptism Page 227

This morning we celebrate the Holy Baptism of Elijah Scott
Ocken. Parents are Tom and Ashley Ocken. Sponsors Kyle and
Joselyn Casper.

Welcome

P: Let us welcome this sibling in Christ.

C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mis-
sion we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and
bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Passing of the Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!




Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Kyrie
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L:In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C:Lord, have mer-cy.
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pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mer - cy.
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L:For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mer - cy.
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L:Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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C:A T men.

Canticle of Praise

Refrain
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2 Sing with all the peo-ple of God, and join in the
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Hymn of Praise
Quite often in the
Bible, Jesus eats with
people and shares
parables about ban-
quets and feasts.
This hymn points us
to the Lord’s Supper
as a foretaste of the
feast to come. This is
an opportunity for us
to hear and sing the
hymn of praise with
all the saints in heav-
en.



Reading Notes

This is the second cre-
ation story in which
Adam and Eve are
created, and given
one explicit instruc-
tion. It is also where
the serpent uses its
ability to twist words,
and in the process
introduces sin.
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L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Holy God,

C: Guide us with your wisdom. Grant us discerning minds and
hearts so that we might more fully walk in your ways and live
in truth. Amen.

Please be seated
First Reading: Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8

“These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when
they were created. In the day that the Lord God made the earth
and the heavens, Swhen no plant of the field was yet in the earth
and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had
not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till
the ground; ®but a stream would rise from the earth, and water
the whole face of the ground— "then the Lord God formed man
from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and the man became a living being.

“The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to till it and keep it. ®*And the Lord God commanded the
man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; "but of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in
the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

3'Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God
say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree
that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you



shall die.”™ *But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die;
Sfor God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

550 when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and

that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be de-
sired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. "Then
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths
for themselves. 8They heard the sound of the Lord God walking
in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God
among the trees of the garden.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Sermon

Please rise in body or in spirit
Hymn of the Day
“God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”

#771

Prayers of the People
L: God, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

L: These and all our prayers we lift up to you, O God.
C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Please be seated
Announcements

Please rise in body or in spirit

Offering Prayer

L: Let us pray,

C: Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your
creation. By these gifts and with our lives, help us to
serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the
People: In the middle
of worship, we pause
to pray not only for
ourselves and our
loved ones and their
needs, but for every-
one: the whole
church, the world,
and its leaders, and
the local community.
This kind of all-
inclusive prayer is at
the heart of Christian
worship precisely be-
cause Jesus Christ
died and rose again,
not just for a few but
for all people.

Offering: As Luther-
ans, we believe that
Christian giving is
about worship AND
action. As an option
to the offering plate,
scan this QR code to
access our secure
digital offering plate.




Sanctus

As we draw close to
God in this meal, we
sing these words from
the angels. The words
hearken back to Isai-
ah’s vision in the tem-
ple, where he hears
the seraphim singing
“Holy, holy, holy,
Lord, God of power
and might, heaven
and earth are full of
your glory.”

Great Thanksgiving
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Thanksgiving at the Table
L: In the night in which he was betrayed...

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
L: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.

Please be seated

Lamb of God
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymns: #472 (3x), #423, #464, #542

Please rise in body or in spirit

Prayer after Communion

L: Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with
dignity at your table. Send us now to welcome others and to be
at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen
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Lord’s Prayer

We gather in prayer
in response to the
gospel heard in the
proclamation that this
meal is given “for you
and for all people for
the forgiveness of
sin.” We find our-
selves at the very
heart of the gospel
message. Christ not
only speaks to us in
the supper, but gives
us what he is speak-
ing about: his body
and blood for the for-
giveness of sins.
Communion

Today we will receive
Holy Communion
through wafers and
pouring chalice. The
line forms from the
front pews to the
back, with the ambo
side of the aisle going
first followed by the
organ side. Please use
the hand sanitizer
provided and take a
cup from the

tray. Then proceed to
receive the gluten-
free wafer. Both wine
and grape juice will
be available. Please
place your cup in the
basket by the side
aisle as you return to
the pew.



Dismissal

With the dismissal
from worship, we are
sent to serve the Lord
through the unique
gifts, talents, and
relationships of each
one of us. This is not
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to
what the next week
will bring in our walk
with Christ. So itis
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to
God.”
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Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn “God of the Sparrow” #740
Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Follow Jesus.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Introduction and alternate harmonization of the

gathering hymn “Crashing Waters At Creation”
C. Witt arranged by M. Sedio
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace

Pastor —

The Rev. Michael Schmidt ........cccccocveenneee. mike@gracedm.org
Vicar

Jesse Hershberger..... e, jesse@gracedm.org
Organist —

RICh SNYdEr ..., rich@gracedm.org

Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator —
Kathy Bowermaster

Minister for Communications —

Michelle Voelker .........eeeeeeeeeennnn. michelle@gracedm.org
Administrative Assistant —

Kami ChiCaS.....cuviveieieieieieeieeeesiesee s kami@gracedm.org
Bookkeeper

Mike HilsabecK......covveveveeieeceeceeene mike.h@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery......ccceeceeeeeeeee, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen
Usher — Carter Woodruff

Greeter — Lenny Palmer
Liturgist — Jenny Rehder

Lector — Pam Palmer
Communion Assistant — Cherie Rissman
Altar Guild — Rita Stackhouse & Amy Schmelzer

Tech Crew — Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson,
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer

Counters — Carter Woodruff & Aaron Brandsfield
Coffee & Donuts — Mike & Marilyn Nizzi

_— _— Grace Lutheran Church

" 1 1T 5201 Urbandale Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
GRACE www.gracedm.org
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
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