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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2024 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with organ 
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when you cannot be with us in person, you can participate 
in worship on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude    Choral prelude on the hymn of the day, "Out of the 
Depths I Cry to Thee" - M. Luther arranged by M. Reger, and a 
setting of the gathering hymn, "O Come, O Come" - French carol 
arranged by W. Held   
         
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Call to Worship  
L: We are called to follow God even when it is not popular. 
C: We will live out our faith in the world. 
L: We are called to follow God even when others seek to silence 
us. 
C: We will not stop until God’s love and justice prevail. 
L: We are called to follow God for the sake of our neighbors. 
C: We will trust in God to strengthen and sustain us in God’s 
work.  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
        Pause for silence and reflection. 
 
L: Gracious God, 
C: We confess to you and to our siblings in Christ that we have 
made decisions which have caused harm to you and our neigh-
bors. We have put our selfish desires ahead of the needs of 
others. We have sought comfort in worldly things and forgot-
ten you. For these and for all the ways in which we have fallen 
short, forgive us. Lead us back into a right relationship with 
you, our neighbors, and all of creation. 
 
L: Beloved of God, I bring you good news of great joy for all peo-
ple, for in Jesus Christ, all things are made new. For his sake, 
God forgives us all our sin and calls us into abundant life. Re-
ceive this gift with joy, in Jesus name.  
C: Amen.  
 
Gathering Hymn       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    #257 
               vs. 1-4   
 
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
 

 

 



4 

Lighting of Advent Wreath  
 L: O Come, O Come Emmanuel,  
C: Into the dimness of our lives.  
L: With Daniel, we hope in God.  
C: We light this candle in the hope of your coming. 
 
Hymn       “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”   
          vs. 1       ACS #901  
C: Now the heavens start to whisper, 
as the veil is growing thin. 
Earth from slumber wakes to listen 
to the stirring, faint within: 
seed of promise, deeply planted, 
child to spring from Jesse's stem! 
Like the soil beneath the frostline, 
hearts grow soft to welcome him.  
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
L: Almighty God,  
C: Help us trust in you when we encounter challenges that 
seem impossible. Grant us the strength to stand firm in your 
truth, and be our refuge in times of adversity. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
Reading: Daniel 6:6-27  
 6So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king 
and said to him, “O King Darius, live forever! 7All the presidents of 
the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and 
the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordi-
nance and enforce an interdict, that whoever prays to anyone, 
divine or human, for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be 
thrown into a den of lions. 8Now, O king, establish the interdict 
and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according 
to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be re-
voked.” 9Therefore King Darius signed the document and inter-
dict. 10Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, 
he continued to go to his house, which had windows in its upper 
room open toward Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees 
three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he 
had done previously.  
 11The conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking 
mercy before his God. 12Then they approached the king and said 
concerning the interdict, “O king! Did you not sign an interdict, 
that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes:  
As a result of 
breaking King Dari-
us’ decree by pray-
ing to God, Daniel 
is thrown into a 
lion’s den. But he is 
protected by God’s 
angel who shuts 
the mouths of the 
lions, and proves 
Daniel’s hope in 
God is not in vain.  
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days except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions?” 
The king answered, “The thing stands fast, according to the law 
of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 13Then 
they responded to the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from Ju-
dah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have 
signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a day.” 14When 
the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was 
determined to save Daniel, and until the sun went down he 
made every effort to rescue him. 15Then the conspirators came to 
the king and said to him, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the 
Medes and Persians that no interdict or ordinance that the king 
establishes can be changed.” 16Then the king gave the com-
mand, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of lions. 
The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you faithfully 
serve, deliver you!” 17A stone was brought and laid on the mouth 
of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with 
the signet of his lords, so that nothing might be changed con-
cerning Daniel.  
 18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; 
no food was brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 19Then, at 
break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. 
20When he came near the den where Daniel was, he cried out 
anxiously to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your 
God whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the 
lions?” 21Daniel then said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22My 
God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they would 
not hurt me, because I was found blameless before him; and al-
so before you, O king, I have done no wrong.” 23Then the king 
was exceedingly glad and commanded that Daniel be taken up 
out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no 
kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his 
God. 24The king gave a command, and those who had accused 
Daniel were brought and thrown into the den of lions—they, their 
children, and their wives. Before they reached the bottom of the 
den the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in 
pieces.  
 25Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every 
language throughout the whole world: “May you have abundant 
prosperity! 26I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion peo-
ple should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: For he is 
the living God, enduring forever. His kingdom shall never be de-
stroyed, and his dominion has no end. 27He delivers and rescues, 
he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; for he has 
saved Daniel from the power of the lions.” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Sermon  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesse Tree Prompt 

Where do you find 
hope in the Old Tes-
tament? 

Where do you find 
hope in your life? 
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Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day      “Out of the Depths I Cry to You”           #600 
                    
Please be seated 
Affirmation of Baptism 
Zara Preston is affirming her baptism this morning.   
“A person’s steps are made secure by the Lord when they de-
light in his way. Though they trip up, they won’t be thrown down, 
because the Lord holds their hand” (Psalm 37:23-24)  
 
Presentation  
R: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for  
Zara Preston, one with us in the body of Christ, who is making 
public affirmation of her baptism.  
  
R: I present Zara Preston, who desires to make public affirmation 
of her baptism.  
R: Let us pray.  
  
R: Merciful God, we thank you for this youth, whom you have 
made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have 
called her to yourself, enlightened her with the gifts of your Spirit, 
and nourished her in the community of faith. Uphold your servant 
in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all 
whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of 
Christ.  
C: Amen.  
  
Profession of Faith  
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 
confess the faith of the church.  
  
P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  
C: I renounce them.  
  
P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 
God?  
C: I renounce them.  
  
P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  
C: I renounce them.  
  
P: Do you believe in God the Father?  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
  
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
  
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
Affirmation of Baptism 
P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend 
to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:  
to live among God's faithful people,  to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in 
Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the 
example of Jesus, and to strive for  justice and peace in all the 
earth?  
R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  
 
P: People of God, do you promise to support this sibling and pray 
for her in her life in Christ?  
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.   
 
P: Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 
Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to 
eternal life.  
Stir up in Zara the gift of your  
Holy Spirit:  
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the spirit of counsel and might,  
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,  
the spirit of joy in your presence,  
both now and forever.  
C: Amen.  
 
P: Let us rejoice with this sibling in Christ.  
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will 
give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to 
all the world.   
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Please rise in body or in spirit 
 
Prayers of the People  
L:  God, in your mercy,  
C: Hear our prayer.  
 
L: We lift up all of our prayers, spoken and unspoken to you. In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: Creator God,  
C: you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you 
draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread 
and wine. Strengthen us with this food that we may live in ex-
pectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
L: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone. 
 
 
 
Offering 
As Lutherans, we be-
lieve that Christian 
giving is about wor-
ship AND action. As 
an option to the offer-
ing plate, scan this QR 
code to access  our 
secure digital offering 
plate. 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
L: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
L: With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
L: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
L: All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
L: God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table.  
 
Please be seated 
Lamb of God 

 
 
Distribution Hymns: #616 (3x), #712, #779, #482 
 
Centering Prayer  
There will be two minutes of silence for centering prayer. Speak 
this invitation in the silence of your heart: I consent and  
surrender to your action and presence in my life.  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of 
salvation. We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into 
peace. We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us 
into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the 
hungry in your name. 
C: Amen 
 

Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 

Communion 
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice.    
The line forms from 
the front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle go-
ing first followed by 
the organ side. 
Please use the hand 
sanitizer provided 
and take a cup from 
the tray. Then pro-
ceed to receive the 
gluten-free wafer. 
Both wine and grape 
juice will be availa-
ble.  Please place 
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side aisle 
as you return to the 
pew.   

 

 
Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, God 
uses the pastor to 
say words that were 
said first through 
Aaron in the  
wilderness more than 
3,000 years ago. 



11 

 
Sending Hymn         “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” #256 
  
  
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude   Improvisation on the sending hymn, "Comfort, Comfort 
 Now My People" - P. Manz             
             
  
        
               



12 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt ……………………...mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  
      Jesse Hershberger…………………………………..jesse@gracedm.org 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  
Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  

Kathy Bowermaster  
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org 
Administrative Assistant –  

Kami Chicas…………………………………………..….kami@gracedm.org   
Bookkeeper  

Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Dave Gronert  
Greeter –  
Liturgist – Paul Kallenbach  
Lector – Jenny Rehder 
Communion Assistant –  
Altar Guild – Sue Anderson & Carol Woodruff  
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Jason Galle & Mark Stumme  
Coffee & Donuts – Mike & Marilyn Nizzi  

 

http://www.gracedm.org

