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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 15, 2024 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with organ 
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when you cannot be with us in person, you can participate 
in worship on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude       “Christmas Serenade”  arr. Johnson 
                 “Christmas Suite for Brass”  arr. Anderson 
                        Grace Brass 
           
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Call to Worship  
L: Rejoice in the Lord our God! 
C: God has clothed us with salvation. 
L: God has covered us with righteousness. 
C: Our whole being exults in our God!  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
        Pause for silence and reflection. 
 
L: Gracious God, 
C: We confess to you and to our siblings in Christ that we have 
made decisions which have caused harm to you and our neigh-
bors. We have put our selfish desires ahead of the needs of 
others. We have sought comfort in worldly things and forgot-
ten you. For these and for all the ways in which we have fallen 
short, forgive us. Lead us back into a right relationship with 
you, our neighbors, and all of creation. 
 
L: Beloved of God, I bring you good news of great joy for all peo-
ple, for in Jesus Christ, all things are made new. For his sake, 
God forgives us all our sin and calls us into abundant life. Re-
ceive this gift with joy, in Jesus name.  
C: Amen.  
 
Gathering Hymn    “Bless Be the God of Israel”                #250  
 
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Lighting of Advent Wreath  
L: O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
C: We light the first candle in the hope of your coming. 
L: We light the second candle for peace on earth. 
C: With Isaiah we rejoice in your promise to liberate all of  
 creation. 
L: We light this candle with joy in the promise.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
 

 

 

 



4 

Hymn       “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”   
          vs. 2       ACS #901  
 
C: Heavy clouds that block the moonlight 
now begin to drift away. 
Diamond brilliance through the darkness 
shines the hope of coming day. 
Christ, the morning star of splendor, 
gleams within a world grown dim. 
Heaven's ember fans to fullness; 
hearts grow warm to welcome him.  
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
L: Almighty God, ,  
C: We are always in need of your comfort and restoration. May 
we turn to you again and again, our source of strength and 
hope, no matter what we face or what each day brings. In Je-
sus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
Anthem   “Each Winter As the Year Grows Older”  
        Words and tune: ELW #252  
     Chancel Choir 
 
Reading: Isaiah 61:1-11  
 61:1 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the op-
pressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to com-
fort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to 
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead 
of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They 
will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to 
display his glory.  
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the 
former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devas-
tations of many generations. 5Strangers shall stand and feed your 
flocks, foreigners shall till your land and dress your vines; 6but 
you shall be called priests of the Lord, you shall be named minis-
ters of our God; you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations, and in 
their riches you shall glory. 7Because their shame was double, 
and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, therefore they shall 
possess a double portion; everlasting joy shall be theirs. 8For I 
the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faith-
fully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes:  
The anointed one 
who is sent by God 
will proclaim good 
news to all who 
have been crushed 
and oppressed. Be-
cause of God’s 
faithfulness and 
righteousness, 
there will be resto-
ration and renewal 
among the people 
of God.  
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covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among 
the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see 
them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord 
has blessed.  
 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in 
my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bride-
groom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns her-
self with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and 
as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord 
God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all 
the nations. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Sermon  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day       “We Are Waiting for Jesus”    ACS #905             
 
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.              
      
Prayers of the People  
L:  God, in your mercy,  
C: Hear our prayer.  
 
L: We lift up all of our prayers, spoken and unspoken to you. In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  
C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesse Tree prompts  
Where do you find 
God’s joy in the Old 
Testament? 
Where do you find 
God’s joy in your life? 

Creed  
The Creed is our  
response to God's 
speaking to us.  
Martyrs and saints 
have been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word 
"creed" comes from 
the Latin "credo" 
which means, "I be-
lieve!"  

Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
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All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements & Temple Talk  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: Creator God,  
C: you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you 
draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread 
and wine. Strengthen us with this food that we may live in ex-
pectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 
L: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
L: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
L: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
L: With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
Offering 
As Lutherans, we be-
lieve that Christian 
giving is about wor-
ship AND action. As 
an option to the offer-
ing plate, scan this 
QR code to access  
our secure digital 
offering plate. 
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full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
L: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
L: All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
L: God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table.  
 
Please be seated 
Lamb of God 
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Distribution Hymns: #751 (3x), #474, #515, #488 
 
Centering Prayer  
There will be two minutes of silence for centering prayer. Speak 
this invitation in the silence of your heart: I consent and  
surrender to your action and presence in my life.  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of 
salvation. We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into 
peace. We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us 
into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the 
hungry in your name. 
C: Amen 
 

Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn “People Look East”   #248 
    
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude   “I Saw Three Ships”  arr. Henderson 
                       Grace Brass 
      
             
  
        
               

 

Communion 
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice.    The 
line forms from the 
front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle going 
first followed by the 
organ side. Please use 
the hand sanitizer 
provided and take a 
cup from the 
tray. Then proceed to 
receive the gluten-
free wafer. Both wine 
and grape juice will be 
available.  Please 
place your cup in the 
basket by the side 
aisle as you return to 
the pew.   
 

Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, God 
uses the pastor to say 
words that were said 
first through Aaron in 
the wilderness more 
than 3,000 years ago. 


