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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered 

in worship, held in grace, strengthened in love, sent 
forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace 
Lutheran, we’re glad you are here!  
  
You can learn more about our congregation 

• on our website at www.gracedm.org 

• by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

• by picking up one of our newsletters in the Entryway. 
  
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, 
speaking, listening. You are invited to worship in as many (or few) 
ways as you are comfortable and able. When following along in 
the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins 
are available from the ushers, and activity bags are available 
outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If needed, the Kids Corner in 
the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and 
Megablocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to 
be and play if they need to step out of worship and during 
fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to 
receive Holy Communion. Children ages 3 and above are welcome 
at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for instruction with the 
pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, 
please notify an usher before the service. Then try to sit by the 
aisle and the pastor will commune you in your pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at 
Grace, please contact Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-
276-6873.  

  

http://www.gracedm.org/


 

Prelude        
  
Welcome 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Gathering Hymn       “Once in Royal David’s City” #269 
 
Dialogue 
L: Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
C: By day and night he shines for all to see. 
L: Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
C: that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
L: God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
C: so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal 
life. 
L: Jesus is the light of the world. 
C: Jesus is the light of our lives. 
L: Sing to God a new song! 
C: A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
 
Opening Prayer 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the 
Word who became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our 
faith shine in all we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
First Reading: Genesis 1:1–10               Carol Woodruff  
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 
2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of 
the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness.5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  
6And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters." 7So God made the 
dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from 
the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called 



 

the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
second day. 
9And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. 10God 
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
 
First Carol “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”  #771 
 
Second Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7                   Carol Woodruff 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 
who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across 
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on 
the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all 
the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire  
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow 
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Second Carol “Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming” #272 
 
Third Reading: Micah 5:2–5a              Jenny Rehder  
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans 
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in 
Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he 
shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people 
of Israel.4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of 
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And 
they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the 
earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
Third Carol  “A Stable Lamp Is Lighted” ACS #910 
 
 
 



 

Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18–25                Kayleigh Medhurst  
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 
lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But 
just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not 
be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22All this took 
place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When 
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus. 
 
Fourth Carol “That Boy-Child of Mary” #293 
 
Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8–20               Kayleigh Medhurst  
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; 
for see —I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 6sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 



 

Fifth Carol “Hark the Hearld Angels Sings” #270 
 
Sixth Reading: Luke 2:21-38                              Pastor Mike 
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; 
and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he 
was conceived in the womb. 22When the time came for their 
purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 
the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 
for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in 
his arms and praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30for my 
eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and 
for glory to your people Israel.” 33And the child’s father and mother 
were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined 
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36There was 
also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years 
after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
Reflection 
 
Sixth Carol “In the Bleak Midwinter” #294  
 
Seventh Reading: Matthew 2:1–11                    Vicar Jesse  
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where 



 

is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed 
his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 
by the prophet: 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come 
a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 7Then Herod  
secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and 
pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When 
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 
 
Seventh Carol “Night Long Awaited” ACS #912  
 
Passing of the Peace 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Announcements 
 
Eighth Reading: John 1:1–14      Vicar Jesse   
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 



 

accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, 
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace 
and truth. 
 
Eighth Carol “He Came Down” #253 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Responsive Prayer 
L: Glory to God in the highest, 
C: and peace to God’s people on earth. 
L: Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth 
and justice. 
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
L: Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 
C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 
L: Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word 
made flesh. 
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear 
your light to all the world. 
 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 
Blessing 
L: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
L: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the openness of 
Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the 
determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
C: Amen. 
 



 

Sending Hymn  “Love Has Come” #292 
 
Dismissal   
L: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Thank you to all who sponsored poinsettias 
to brighten our sanctuary this Christmas. 

  

Poinsettias are given by: 
 
Jenny Rehder in memory of my parents. 
 
Carli Stee in memory of Connie Beall. 
 
Jane and Ed Ridnour in honor of family and friends. 
 
Marla Gowdey in memory of Carolyn Lehnus. 
 
Carter and Carol Woodruff in honor of our children, Dmitri, Emily, 
and Bailey; and all children around the world. 
 
Virgil Olson In memory of my wife Gayle and to honor my family. 
 
Carrie Schall and Bob and Rita Stackhouse in memory of John 
David Schall. 
 
Jason and Laura Irwin in memory of Geno Zamarripa. 
 
Louie and Sue Anderson in memory of our parents, Bob and JoAnn 
Young and Lou and Sue Anderson; brother Steve Young; and 
loving friend Connie Heuton. 
 
 



 

 
Patty Allen in memory of my parents and brother and in honor of 
family. 
  
Lenny and Pam Palmer in honor of our families, past and present. 
 
Karla Swanson in memory of my parents: Erwin and Karin 
Swanson. 
 
Brent and Valerie Culp in memory of Dean and Betty Culp, Mary 
Vasey, and John Barkley. 
 
Mike, Jenie, Allison, and Samantha in memory of loved ones. 
 
Larry and Mary Weaverling in memory of our parents. 
 
Jason Galle in memory of Kristina Galle. 
 
Dean and Cathy Watson in memory of our loved ones. 
 
Jon and Cherie Rissman in memory of our loved ones and in honor 
of God's glory. 
 
The Brandsfield family in memory of Bob Brandsfield. 
 
The Brandsfield family in memory of Barb Mixdorf. 
 
Ernie and Cheryl Weatherington in memory of our parents. 
 
Deanna and Erik Weber in memory of Elmer Weber. 
 

 



 

 
 

Welcome to Grace! 
 

Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt………………………mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  
      Jesse Hershberger…………………………………..jesse@gracedm.org 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  
Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  

Kathy Bowermaster  
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker………………………………..michelle@gracedm.org 
Bookkeeper  

Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Ushers – Carter Woodruff 
Lector – Carol Woodruff 
Altar Guild – Sue Anderson, Carol Woodruff, & Jenny Rehder 

Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul 
Nelson, Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  

Counters – Tom McCleary & Mark Stumme 
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5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
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