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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
 Baptism of Our Lord 

January 12, 2025 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with organ 
Setting 10 
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude    Choral prelude on the hymn “All Who Believe and Are 
   Baptized” (ELW 442) - M. Reger  
  
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
  Pause for silence and reflection. 
 
L: God of light, 
C: You reveal yourself to us, but we do not see. You call to us, 
but we do not hear. You reach out to us, but we do not feel. 
Instead we live as though you are not our God. We act in ways 
that bring disunity, oppression, and pain to ourselves, our 
neighbors, and the world. Forgive us for our constant wander-
ing. Draw us back into your loving arms and re-direct our steps 
onto your path of love, justice, and healing, for the sake of all 
that you have made. 
 
L: Children of light, God will always find us where we wander, 
and carry us safely home. Receive now the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, for the sake of Jesus Christ, whose sacrificial 
selflessness has redeemed you and all of creation.  
C: Amen.  
 
Gathering Hymn         “O Blessed Spring”   #447 
         
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  of 
the apostle Paul to 
teach and admonish 
“one  another in 
psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in 
your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   

Kyrie 
In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where he 
encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears this 
is Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on 
me.”  From that time 
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Canticle of Praise 

 
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
L: Gracious God, 
C: Help us embrace the fullness of the truth that “all people 
shall see the salvation of God.” Your gifts of grace and love are 
overwhelming, and we thank you for your presence with us 
every day. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
Reading: Luke 3:1-22  
 3:1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priest-
hood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son 
of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilder-

to the present, Jesus’ 
followers have 
prayed that same 
prayer to God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so we 
pray for mercy in 
every aspect of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Notes 
Folks think John is 
the messiah because 
he is baptizing peo-
ple with water. But 
John tells them that 
someone with more 
authority is coming, 
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ness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God.’” 7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized 
by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 10And the crowds asked him, “What then 
should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two 
coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 
food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be bap-
tized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He 
said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 
you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” 
He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or 
false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were ques-
tioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 
Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you 
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his gran-
ary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18So, with 
many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 
people. 19But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him be-
cause of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil 
things that Herod had done, 20added to them all by shutting up 
John in prison. 
 21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus al-
so had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 
22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Be-
loved; with you I am well pleased.”  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Sermon   
    
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day      “Come, Beloved of the Maker”            #306 
  
 

and the true messiah 
baptizes with much 
more than water.   
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Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  
L: God, draw near, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 
L: Trusting in your mercy and grace, we lift up all of our prayers 
to you.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
C: God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your 
abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to 
your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us over-
flow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen. 

Creed  
The Creed is our  
response to God's 
speaking to us.  
Martyrs and saints 
have been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word "creed" 
comes from the Latin 
"credo" which means, 
"I believe!"  
Prayers of the People 
This prayer in the  
service follows the 
directive of the  
Apostle Paul to young 
Timothy, a pastor: “I 
urge, then, first of all, 
that requests,  
prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone – 
for Kings and all 
those in authority, 
that we may live in 
peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness 
and holiness.” 
Offering 
As Lutherans, we be-
lieve that Christian 
giving is about wor-
ship AND action. As 
an option to the offer-
ing plate, scan this 
QR code to access  
our secure digital 
offering plate. 
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
L: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of  
gladness. 
 
Please be seated 
 
Lamb of God 

 
Distribution Hymns: #473 (3x), #496, #484, #492 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy 
gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out 
to embody your good news of liberation and healing for the sake 
of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, 
C: Amen 

Lord’s Prayer 
We gather in prayer 
in response to the 
gospel heard in the 
proclamation that 
this meal is given “for 
you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of 
sin.”  We find our-
selves at the very 
heart of the gospel 
message.  Christ not 
only speaks to us in 
the supper, but gives 
us what he is speak-
ing about: his body 
and blood for the for-
giveness of sins. 
Communion 
Today we will receive 
Holy Communion 
through wafers and 
pouring chalice.    The 
line forms from the 
front pews to the 
back, with the ambo 
side of the aisle going 
first followed by the 
organ side. Please 
use the hand sanitiz-
er provided and take 
a cup from the 
tray. Then proceed to 
receive the gluten-
free wafer .Both wine 
and grape juice will 
be available.  Please 
place your cup in the 
basket by the side 
aisle as you return to 
the pew.   
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Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn          “Beloved God's Chosen”   #648
       
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Live in hope.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude     
   Setting of the hymn "This Is the Spirit's Entry Now" (ELW 448)  
             W. Held  
      
     

Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, God 
uses the pastor to say 
words that were said 
first through Aaron in 
the wilderness more 
than 3,000 years ago. 


