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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Second Sunday in Lent 

March 16, 2025 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with piano 
Setting 1  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when you cannot be with us in person, you can participate 
in worship on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude      “Open Our Eyes/Be Thou My Vision”  
 
Welcome  
 
Poetry Prayer— Wildfire 
I can picture it—salty sweat, accumulating in her bangs. The 
scent of toasted sesame seeds, crushed oregano, sumac, and 
cumin. Flour on her hands, painting streaks of white in her hair 
when she ties it back. The sweet date she samples—the way it 
stretches and clings to the back of her teeth, leaving the taste of 
honey in her mouth. I can picture Martha in that kitchen, plating 
meals, eager to see their eyes close. Their heads nod. To hear 
the swell of approval that rises from their lips. And I can picture 
her sister. Brows scrunched. Fingers fidgeting, wishing for a pen, 
for paper, for a way to write it down. I can see her mouth part 
like a fish in the air, questions forming and reforming on her curi-
ous lips. I can see her lean in, knees tucked, eyes bright. I can 
see her imagining the world he dreamed of. And I can picture 
how, for generations, this story of two brazen women in scrip-
ture, a story of two women so close to Jesus, may have felt like 
an untamed wildfire. I can picture the way we put these women 
in boxes. I can imagine how people saw their full hearts, their 
untamed energy, and decided to label that as good and bad, 
better and worse. I can imagine how Martha’s questions were 
interpreted as nagging, or the interruption interpreted as needy. 
I can picture how it happened, but what if it was all more beauti-
ful than that? What if these sisters discovered a ministry of 
cooking? What if they discovered the faithfulness of learning, the 
kind of friendship that allows you to ask questions, or something 
in between? I can imagine it. Can you? 
  
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Call to Worship  
L: Come as you are. 
C: If you have deep faith or your faith has run dry, 
L: if you know every scripture or none at all, 
C: if you have calloused hands and live your faith through good 
works, 
L: or if you kneel at God’s feet, with a million hungry questions, 
C: come as you are. 
L: This is God’s house. 
C: None are turned away. 
L: All are welcome here. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: The story of Mary and Martha is often painted as a story where 
one does right and one does wrong. We know that life is often 
more complicated than that. We know that faith is embodied 
through being present and taking action—and everything in 
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between. Knowing this, like Mary and Martha, let us draw near to 
God. Let us be honest about our lives, our hopes, and our mis-
takes. For even in our messy middle, God meets us with grace. 
Let us pray: 
 
C: God of Grace, We long to do the “right” thing. We long to 
make the “right” choice. We long to stand on the “right” side 
of the dividing line. In our earnestness, we sometimes miss the 
sacred right in front of us. In our earnestness, we sometimes 
miss opportunities to show love. Show us how to hold our 
heart’s desire for perfection loosely. Show us how to lead with 
grace and love, over anything else. For even more than our de-
sire to be right, we desire to be close to you. Show us the way. 
Amen. 
 
L: Faithful friends, God knows your heart. When you mean well 
and lose your way, God knows. When you try to do the right 
thing and miss the point, God knows. When you long to be close 
to God, and doubt your worth, God knows. You are seen. You 
are loved. You are forgiven. You have been sent to serve. This is 
the good news of the gospel! Nothing can separate you from 
God’s love. Thanks be to God! 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn      “We All Are One in Mission”   #576
  
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  
of the apostle Paul 
to teach and ad-
monish “one  an-
other in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with 
grace in your 
hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
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L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day  
L: Loving God, 
C: When our anxiety hovers close, when fear clings to our 
bones, when our stress rises like the tide, see us. Speak to us. 
Call us by name. See us in the kitchen, in the classroom, in the 
hospital waiting room. Speak to us in the quiet, in the crowd, in 
the inky black of night. Call us beloved. Call us by name. Call 
us your child. Whatever you do, speak to us, for we cannot live 
on bread alone. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
Reading: Luke 10:38-42  
 38Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, 
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her 
home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet 
and listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was distracted 
by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, "Lord, do you 
not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? 
Tell her then to help me." 41But the Lord answered her, "Martha, 
Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 42there is 
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which 
will not be taken away from her."  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Sermon  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day  “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak” #676 
     
Affirmation of Faith  
C: We believe in a Christ who teaches, sees, affirms, and cele-
brates all of who we are. We believe in a Christ who invites us 
to use our gifts for good and celebrates every step we take in 
that direction. We believe in a Christ who understands our anx-
ieties and is gentle with our concerns. And we believe in a 
Christ who looks at us with undiluted love. The world will try to 
rank, rate, and declare winners, but we know love has no limit. 
So with God’s help, may we nurture our faith and do good 
work. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Notes:  
In many transla-
tions, Jesus says 
that “Mary has cho-
sen the better part,” 
which has been 
used to create a 
divide between 
Mary and Martha. 
However, in the 
Greek, Mary has 
chosen the “good 
portion,” and Mar-
tha’s tasks are 
called “ministry.” 
Therefore, perhaps 
Mary represents our 
faith, our desire to 
know God intimate-
ly, and Martha rep-
resents our good 
works, our desire to 
transform the world. 
Both are needed, 
and both are good.  
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Prayers of the People  
L:  Merciful God,  
C:  

 
 
L: We entrust all these prayers and those of our hearts to you, O 
God. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray,    
C: Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 
the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts to-
ward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your 
care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
L: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have 
brought us this far along the way. 
  

Prayers of the Peo-
ple This prayer in 
the service follows 
the directive of the  
Apostle Paul to 
young Timothy, a 
pastor: “I urge, 
then, first of all, that 
requests, prayers, 
intercession and 
thanksgiving be 
made for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering 
As Lutherans, we 
believe that Chris-
tian giving is about 
worship AND ac-
tion. As an option to 
the offering plate, 
scan this QR code 
to access  our se-
cure digital offering 
plate. 
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L: In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets 
to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 
to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
L: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
L: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
L: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return to free all the earth 
from the bonds of slavery and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 
C: Amen. 
  
L: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who 
share this bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue 
love and justice in all the world. 
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 
C: Amen. 
  
L: Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of 
every age, that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion  
L: Jesus, our neighbor, invites us and all of his neighbors 
throughout the world to come together at this table and feast in 
his presence. Be nourished by this holy meal that you might go 
forth with joy and love your neighbors as yourselves.  
Please be seated 
 
Distribution Hymns: #472 (3x), #423, #464, #542 
 
Centering Prayer  
There will be two minutes of silence for centering prayer.   
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion  
L: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heav-
en. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hun-
ger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the 
song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  
C: Amen.  
 
Benediction                                       
L: As you leave this place, may you find God in every messy mid-
dle. May you know that the world is bigger than two sides. May 
you trust that you are made in the image of God, and therefore, 
you contain multitudes. So may you move through this world with 
an open heart, with a curious mind, and with the confidence that 
you do not go alone. God is with you in the mountains, in the val-
leys, and everywhere in between. Believe that good news, and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion 
Today we will re-
ceive Holy Com-
munion through wa-
fers and pouring 
chalice. The line 
forms from the front 
pews to the back, 
with the ambo side 
of the aisle going 
first followed by the 
organ side. Please 
use the hand sani-
tizer provided and 
take a cup from the 
tray. Then proceed 
to receive the gluten
-free wafer. Both 
wine and grape 
juice will be availa-
ble.  Please place 
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side aisle 
as you return to the 
pew.   
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go in peace. 
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn      “Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand”    ACS 1024 
   
Dismissal 
L: Go in Peace, Serve in Love  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude        “Canticle of the Turning (Star of the County Down)” 
 
 
 
 

Poetry and Liturgy by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art 
LLC | sanctifiedart.org  Graphic Design by Rev. Lauren Wright 

Pittman | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org  
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Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt ……………………...mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  
      Jesse Hershberger…………………………………..jesse@gracedm.org 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  
Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  

Kathy Bowermaster  
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org 
Bookkeeper  

Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Carter Woodruff  
Greeter – Richard Snyder 
Liturgist – Paul Kallenbach  
Lector – Jenny Rehder  
Communion Assistant – Carol Woodruff  
Altar Guild – Sue Anderson & Jane Ridnour 
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Jason Galle & Tom McCleary  
Coffee & Donuts –Tammy Denton 
 

 

http://www.gracedm.org

