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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June 29, 2025 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with piano 
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 

You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: When you cannot be with us in person, you can participate in worship 
on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm.  

 

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

  

 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Listen! God Is Calling!  An East African Worship Service 

(based upon Tanzanian hymns and hymn tunes) 
 

Prelude   From the collection "Three Global Songs," "Siyahamba" 
 - a South African freedom song arranged by J. Behnke  
  
Welcome 
 
Please stand as you are able 
"Listen God is Calling!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tanzanian Liturgy 
As we worship to-
day, we celebrate 
the ways that we 
walk with our broth-
ers and sisters in 
Christ from the 
Evangelical Luther-
an Church of Tan-
zania, especially 
those of the Msindo 
and Mararo parish-
es with whom we 
share a Companion 
Congregation rela-
tionship.  At Grace 
Lutheran Church, 
every time we have 
a month with five 
Sundays, we set 
the fifth one aside 
as a time to share 
in a worship setting 
with a Tanzanian 
Liturgy as well as 
the Altar candle 
stands.  In doing 
so, it serves as a 
reminder of our 
journey with these 
brothers and sis-
ters, and others 
throughout the 
world.  
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Confession and Forgiveness 
L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy  
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Merciful God, 
C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and 
follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You sur-
round us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow 
weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not 
give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path 
of life. Amen. 
 
L: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through 
faith. In the cross of Christ, and through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new 
creation. 
C: Amen. 
   
Gathering Hymn   “All My Hope on God is Founded”  ELW 
#757          
Greeting 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
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L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, 
and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the 
ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we 
may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen  
 
Please be seated 
Psalm 16 
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the  
 LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those 
 who are noble among the people. 
3 But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles 
 multiplied. 
4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take 
their  names upon my lips.  
5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold 
 my lot. 
6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich 
 inheritance. 
7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches 
 me night after night. 
8 I have set the LORD always before me; because God is at my 
 right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also 
 shall rest in hope. 
10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy 
 one see the pit. 
11 You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is  
 fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures  
 forevermore.  
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Second Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and 
do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
  13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do 
not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but 
through love become slaves to one another. 14 For the whole law 
is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 15 If, however, you bite and devour one an-
other, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 
  16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. 17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and 
what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are op-
posed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18 
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19 
Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, li-
centiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, 
quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, 
and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: 
those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
  22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. 
There is no law against such things. 24 And those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and de-
sires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.  
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the Ninth Chapter 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Luke 9:51-62 
 51 When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set 
his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of 
him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to 
make ready for him; 53 but they did not receive him, because his 

Reading Notes: 
For Paul, the free-
dom Christ gives is 
not permission to 
do whatever we 
want. It is the invita-
tion to be what we 
could not be other-
wise. The power 
and guidance of 
Christ’s Holy Spirit 
produce a different 
kind of life, one 
marked by the fruit 
of this Holy Spirit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gospel  
Acclamation 
Old Lutheran litur-
gies often call this 
verse the "Gradual" 
which is based up-
on a Latin word 
meaning "step". We 
step up, with the 
Gospel acclama-
tion, to hear the 
words of eternal 
life.  

 
Gospel Notes:  
Jesus is unwaver-
ing in his commit-
ment to his mission 
in Jerusalem and 
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face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and 
John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to 
come down from heaven and consume them?” 55 But he turned 
and rebuked them. 56 Then they went on to another village. 
  57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I 
will follow you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, 
“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow 
me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 But 
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for 
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, “I will 
follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my 
home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  
  
L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
C:  

 

 
 
Please be seated 
Sermon   
 
Please stand as you are able  
Hymn of the Day        “Cast Out, O Christ”    ACS #1016 
            
Creed    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

will not be swayed 
by pettiness. In a 
series of striking 
cases in point, he 
calls his disciples to 
a similar single-
mindedness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Creed 
The Apostle’s Creed 
is in a way the 
“Reader’s Digest 
Bible”.  If you took 
the Bible and did to 
it what Southern 
chefs do to green 
beans (cook them 
for 24 hours), you 
would find the 
Apostle’s Creed at 
the bottom of the 
pot when you lifted 
the lid.   
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
L: God of grace,  
C: hear our prayer.  
 
L: Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
               
Please stand as you are able 
Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with 
these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the 
good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L:  In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

Prayers of the       
People 
In the middle of wor-
ship, we pause to 
pray not only for 
ourselves and our 
loved ones and their 
needs, but for every-
one: the whole 
church, the world, 
and its leaders, and 
the local community. 
This kind of all-
inclusive prayer is at 
the heart of Chris-
tian worship pre-
cisely because Je-
sus Christ died and 
rose again, not just 
for a few but for all 
people.  
Offering 
As Lutherans, we 
believe that Chris-
tian giving is about 
worship AND action. 
As an option to the 
offering plate, scan 
this QR code to ac-
cess  our secure 
digital offering plate. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
We gather in prayer 
in response to the 
gospel heard in the 
proclamation that 
this meal is given 
“for you and for all 
people for the for-
giveness of sin.”  
We find ourselves at 
the very heart of the 
gospel message.  
Christ not only 
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who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion  
L: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
 
Please be seated 
The Distribution  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Distribution Hymns: #642 (3x), #518, #777, #522 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 

speaks to us in the 
supper, but gives 
us what he is 
speaking about: his 
body and blood for 
the forgiveness of 
sins. 
 
 
 
 

 

Communion 
Today we will re-
ceive Holy Com-
munion through 
wafers and pouring 
chalice. The line 
forms from the front 
pews to the back, 
with the ambo side 
of the aisle going 
first followed by the 
organ side. Please 
use the hand sani-
tizer provided and 
take a cup from the 
tray. Then proceed 
to receive the glu-
ten-free wafer. Both 
wine and grape 
juice will be availa-
ble.  Please place 
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side 
aisle as you return 
to the pew.   
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Prayer after Communion 
L: Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank 
deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our 
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
C: Amen 
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Blessing  
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn      “Will You Come and Follow Me”  ELW #798 
       
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.  
C: Thanks be to God.    
 
Postlude    From "Three Global Songs," "Linstead" - A Jamaican 
 folk tune arranged by J. Behnke         
    
  
  
  

Text ©2000 James C. and Judith A. Bangsund, Makumira University College 
(www.bangsund.co.tz).  Tunes (and refrain from "Listen, Listen' God Is Calling") ©1987  

Makumira University College of Tumaini University (Tanzania). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
With the dismissal 
from worship, we 
are sent to serve 
the Lord through 
the unique gifts, 
talents, and rela-
tionships of each 
one of us.  This is 
not a conclusion of 
service, but a start 
to what the next 
week will bring in 
our walk with 
Christ.  So it is fit-
ting that the re-
sponse is a re-
sounding “Thanks 
be to God.” 


