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Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 17, 2025
9:00 a.m.

Liturgical worship with piano
Setting 8



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we're glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation
e0n our website at www.gracedm.org
eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation
epicking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall,
or newsletters in the Entryway.
Worship Online: When you cannot be with us in person, you can participate in worship
on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

Prelude
Welcome

Please rise in body or in spirit

Confession and Forgiveness

L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

L: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and
follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You sur-
round us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow
weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not
give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path
of life. Amen.

L: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through
faith. In the cross of Christ, and through the power of the Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn  “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”

ELW #519

Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering

We come to wor-
ship from different
places. Some di-
rectly from work,
others out of week-
end activities.
Some live around
the corner and oth-
ers from another
county. We gather
to "do liturgy”,
which means liter-
ally, the "work of
the people”. We
gather to do the
work of hearing the
Scriptures read and
proclaimed. We
gather to act out
the Gospel in the
ritual drama of the
meal. As we gather,
God is at work also,
making the Good
News come alive in
our midst.



Kyrie

In Mark 10 we hear
of Jesus’ journey
through Jericho to
Jerusalem where
he encounters
Bartimaeus, a blind
man, who hears
this is Jesus and
shouts, “Jesus, Son
of David, have mer-
cyonme.” From
that time to the pre-
sent, Jesus’ follow-
ers have prayed
that same prayer to
God: “Kyrie
Eleison” (“Lord,
have mercy”). We
are totally
dependent upon
God, so we pray for
mercy in every
aspect of life.
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Canticle of Praise Hymn of Praise
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Reading Notes

The author of He-
brews presents us
with rich stories of
faith. In a long list of
biblical heroes, we
find examples of
trust in God that en-
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L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray,

C: O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression,
and you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to
take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and,
following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated

Psalm 82

'God stands to charge the divine council assembled, giving
judgment in the midst of the gods:

2“How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the
wicked?

3Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and needy;

“rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of
the wicked.

5They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander
about in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

®Now | say to you, ‘You are gods, and all of you children of the
Most High;

"nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any
prince.””

8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, for you shall take all na-

tions for your own.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:29—12:2

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were
dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were
drowned. 3° By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been
encircled for seven days. ' By faith Rahab the prostitute did not
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had re-
ceived the spies in peace.

32 And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the



prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, adminis-
tered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34
quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight. 3> Women received their dead by resur-
rection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order
to obtain a better resurrection. 3¢ Others suffered mocking and
flogging and even chains and imprisonment. 3’ They were stoned
to death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by the sword;
they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecut-
ed, tormented 3 of whom the world was not worthy. They wan-
dered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the
ground.

39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith,
did not receive what was promised, “° since God had provided
something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made
perfect.

21 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that
is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of
faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the
right hand of the throne of God.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please rise in body or in spirit
Gospel Acclamation
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abled them to face
the trials of life
faithfully. In addition
to this “cloud of wit-
nesses,” we have
Jesus, the perfect
model of faithful
endurance.

Gospel
Acclamation

Old Lutheran litur-
gies often call this
verse the "Gradual”
which is based up-
on a Latin word
meaning "step". We
step up, with the
Gospel acclama-
tion, to hear the
words of eternal
life.



Gospel Notes:
Jesus describes the
Holy Spirit as living
water, quenching
the thirst of all who
come to him and
filling the hearts of
believers till they
overflow.

Creed

The Apostles’ Creed
is in a way the
“Reader’s Digest
Bible”. If you took
the Bible and did to
it what Southern
chefs do to green
beans (cook them
for 24 hours), you
would find the
Apostles’ Creed at
the bottom of the
pot when you lifted
the lid.

Gospel Acclamation
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the Twelfth Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 12:49-56

[Jesus said:] *° “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and
how | wish it were already ablaze! *°| have a baptism with which
to be baptized, and what constraint | am under until it is complet-
ed! Do you think that | have come to bring peace to the earth?
No, | tell you, but rather division! %2 From now on five in one
household will be divided, three against two and two against
three; >3 they will be divided: father against son and son against
father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law
against mother-in-law.”

54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in
the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it hap-
pens. *®* And when you see the south wind blowing, you say,
‘There will be scorching heat,” and it happens. ®¢ You hypocrites!
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but
why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”

L: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated

Sermon

Please rise in body or in spirit
Hymn of the Day “When Pain of the World Surrounds Us”
ELW #704

Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

L: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our pray-
ers to the one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ,
our wisdom and companion. C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace

L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated

Announcements
Please rise in body or in spirit

Offering Prayer

L: Let us pray,

C: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with
these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the
good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
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Prayers of the Peo-
ple

In the middle of wor-
ship, we pause to
pray not only for
ourselves and our
loved ones and their
needs, but for every-
one: the whole
church, the world,
and its leaders, and
the local community.
This kind of all-
inclusive prayer is at
the heart of Chris-
tian worship pre-
cisely because Je-
sus Christ died and
rose again, not just
for a few but for all
people.

Offering

As Lutherans, we
believe that Chris-
tian giving is about
worship AND action.
As an option to the
offering plate, scan
this QR code to ac-
cess our secure
digital offering plate.

O

The Great
Thanksgiving:
These are among
the oldest words in
the liturgy. We lift
our hearts to give
attention to God.



Preface:

We praise God for
God'’s mighty acts.
These words
change with the
seasons of the
church year and
serve as an invita-
tion into the Sanc-
tus.

Sanctus

As we draw close to
God in this meal, we
sing these words
from the angels.
The words hearken
back to Isaiah’s vi-
sion in the

temple, where he
hears the seraphim
singing “Holy, holy,
holy, Lord, God of
power and might,
heaven and earth
are full of your glo-

ry.

Lord’s Prayer

We gather in prayer
in response to the
gospel heard in the
proclamation that
this meal is given
“for you and for all
people for the for-
giveness of sin.”

We find ourselves at
the very heart of the
gospel message.
Christ not only
speaks to us in the
supper, but gives us
what he is speaking
about: his body and
blood for the
forgiveness of sins.
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L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come

, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily b

read.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

L: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Please be seated
Lamb of God
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world; grant  us peace,  grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Distribution Hymns: #752 (3x), #466, #479, #471

Please rise in body or in spirit

Prayer after Communion

L: Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank
deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen

Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn

ken”

ELW #603

Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C: Thanks be to God.

“God, When Human Bonds are Bro-

Postlude
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Communion

Today we will re-
ceive Holy Com-
munion through wa-
fers and pouring
chalice. The line
forms from the front
pews to the back,
with the ambo side
of the aisle going
first followed by the
organ side. Please
use the hand sani-
tizer provided and
take a cup from the
tray. Then proceed
to receive the gluten
-free wafer. Both
wine and grape
Juice will be availa-
ble. Please place
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side aisle
as you return to the
pew.

Dismissal

With the dismissal
from worship, we
are sent to serve the
Lord through the
unique gifts, talents,
and relationships of
each one of us. This
is not a conclusion
of service, but a
start to what the
next week will bring
in our walk with
Christ. So itis fitting
that the response is
a resounding
“Thanks be to God.”
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