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Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 24, 2025

9:00 a.m.
Liturgical worship with organ
Setting 4



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation
e0n our website at www.gracedm.org
eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation
epicking up one of our newsletters in the Entryway.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

Prelude Prelude on the sending hymn "Praise To The Lord"
unknown composer arranged by J. Behnke

Welcome

Please rise in body or in spirit

Confession and Forgiveness

L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

L: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and
follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You sur-
round us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow
weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not
give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path
of life. Amen.

L: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through
faith. In the cross of Christ, and through the power of the Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation.

C: Amen.

“Look Who Gathered at Christ's Table”
ACS #977

Gathering Hymn

Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Kyrie

"Lord have mercy" is
a translation of the
ancient Greek “Kyrie
Eleison” (pronounce
d KEE-ree-yay e-LAY-
son) which is an
ancient prayer sung
in response to the
forgiveness of sins.
The Kyrie is not
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
The Hymn of Praise
One of two hymns of | Canticle of Praise
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God in the highest”
and “This is the feast
of victory,” give the
congregation the

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu
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strength,and ~ hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are  his.

Refrain

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ja.

2 Sing with all the peo - ple of God and join in the

hymn of all cre -a - tion: Bless-ing and hon -or and glo - ry and

mightbe to God andthe Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.

Final refrain

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb whowas slain

has be - gun his reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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opportunity to praise
God and express joy
because Jesus is our
victorious Savior.
“Glory to God in the
highest,” Luke

2:14; “This is the
feast of victory,” Rev-
elation. 5:12




Prayer of the Day
This prayer is a bridge
to the next part of the
service. It also sets
the tone for the day.
Itis related to the
prescribed lectionary
readings for the day.

Reading notes

Using images of Mo-
ses, the writer pre-
sents a striking vision
of the new covenant
of God made possible
in Christ. There is no
longer fear; only awe
in the new promise in
Christ into which we
are invited.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray,

C: O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile crea-
tures surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves
stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even
when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated

Psalm 103:1-8

'Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s
holy name.

2Bless the LorD, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits—

3who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;

“‘who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with
steadfast love and mercy;

Swho satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is
renewed like an eagle’s.

%0 LoRD, you provide vindication and justice for all who are
oppressed.

7You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the
children of Israel.

8 LoRrD, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love.

Reading: Hebrews 12:18-29

' You have not come to something that can be touched, a blaz-
ing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, ' and the sound
of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that
not another word be spoken to them. 2° (For they could not en-
dure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches the
mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” ?'Indeed, so terrifying was
the sight that Moses said, “| tremble with fear.”) 2 But you have
come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 2°and to
the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to
God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made per-
fect, 2*and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

25See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking, for if
they did not escape when they refused the one who warned them
on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one who
warns from heaven! 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but
now he has promised, “Yet once more | will shake not only the
earth but also the heaven.” 2’ This phrase, “Yet once more,” indi-
cates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so
that what cannot be shaken may remain. 26 Therefore, since we
are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us show grati-
tude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable worship with



reverence and awe, 2°for indeed our God is a consuming fire.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please rise in body or in spirit
Gospel Acclamation
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L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the Thirteenth
Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 13:10-17

' Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the
Sabbath. "And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit
that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and
was quite unable to stand up straight. ¥ When Jesus saw her, he
called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ail-
ment.” ¥ When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood
up straight and began praising God. " But the leader of the syna-
gogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept
saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to
be done; come on those days and be cured and not on the Sab-
bath day.” ®® But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypo-
crites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his
donkey from the manger and lead it to water? ' And ought not
this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eight-
een long years, be set free from this bondage on the Sabbath
day?” Y When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame,
and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things be-
ing done by him.

L: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated

Sermon
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Gospel
Acclamation

We stand for the
reading of the Gos-
pel as a way to
show respect. The
Gospels share with
us the story of Je-
sus Christ, the Son
of God.

Gospel Notes
Jesus heals a wom-
an on the sabbath,
offering her a new
beginning for her
life. When chal-
lenged by a narrow
reading of the sab-
bath command, Je-
sus responds by
expanding
“sabbath work” to
include setting peo-
ple free from bond-
age.



Prayers of the
People

We respond to God's
love by speaking to
God, and expressing
our concern for the
whole church, for all
people in the world,
and for people in our
congregation.

Offering As Luther-
ans, we believe that
Christian giving is
about worship AND
action. As an option
to the offering plate,
scan this QR code to

8

Please rise in body or in spirit
Hymn of the Day  “There is a Longing in Our Hearts”
ACS #1078

Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

L: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our pray-
ers to the one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ,
our wisdom and companion.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

Please rise in body or in spirit

Offering Prayer

L: Let us pray,

C: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with



these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the
good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy
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access our secure
digital offering plate.

The Great
Thanksgiving: These
are among the oldest
words in the liturgy.
We lift our hearts to
give attention to God.

Preface:

We praise God for
God'’s mighty acts.
These words change
with the seasons of
the church year and
serve as an invitation
into the Sanctus.
Sanctus:

Latin for "Holy." The
congregation re-
sponds to hearing of
God's mighty acts by
singing Holy, Holy,
Holy which Isaiah and
Revelation say is sung
by all the angels in
heaven and will be
also sung by all crea-
tures and people here
on earth.



The Lord's Prayer

is, in a way, our table
grace before the
meal. As we gather
in this meal, the
table, or altar, be-
comes the collection
of all of our tables for
meals at home.

Communion: Today
we will receive Holy
Communion through
wafers and pouring
chalice. The line
forms from the front
pews to the back,
with the ambo side
of the aisle going
first followed by the
organ side. Please
use the hand sanitiz-
er provided and take
a cup from the

tray. Then proceed to
receive the gluten-
free wafer. Both wine
and grape juice will
be available. Please
place your cup in the
basket by the side
aisle as you return to
the pew.

10

Thanksgiving at the Table
L: In the night in which he was betrayed...

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
L: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Please be seated
Lamb of God
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Distribution Hymns: #616 (3x), #712, #779, #482



Please rise in body or in spirit

Prayer after Communion

L: Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank
deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen

Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

ELW #858

Sending Hymn  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Dismissal
L: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

"Fanfare" N. Lemmens
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Dismissal

With the dismissal
from worship, we are
sent to serve the Lord
through the unique
gifts, talents, and
relationships of each
one of us. This is not
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to
what the next week
will bring in our walk
with Christ. So itis
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to
God.”



Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace
Pastor —
The Rev. Michael Schmidt .........ccccoevvveunnee. mike@gracedm.org
Vicar
Lotegeluaki Lenga@i.....ccoceeveeereerennnes lotegeluaki@gracedm.org
(Loh-tay-gay-loo-WAHK-ee Lain-guy)
Organist —
RICh SNYdEer....cciiieteeeee s rich@gracedm.org

Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator —
Kathy Bowermaster

Minister for Communications —

Michelle VoelKer ... michelle@gracedm.org
Bookkeeper

Mike HilsabecCK......ccoeeerereceneieeeeereieeennen mike.h@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery......ecceeceeeeeeeee, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen
Usher — Dave Gronert

Greeter —
Liturgist — Jenny Rehder

Lector — Carol Woodruff
Communion Assistant — Cherie Rissman
Altar Guild — Jane Ridnour, Sue Anderson, & Rita Stackhouse

Tech Crew — Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson,
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer

Counters — Carter Woodruff & Aaron Brandsfield
Coffee & Donuts —

Grace Lutheran Church

5201 Urbandale Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
www.gracedm.org
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