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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

September 28, 2025 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with piano 
Setting 10  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude           “Poem” - E. Grieg, Opus 43, Number 5  
         
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, our maker, our helper, 
and our keeper. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence 
of God and of one another. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Merciful and loving God,  
C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from 
the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over 
us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen. 
 
L: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have 
been found. In the name of Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn         “Canticle of the Turning”     ELW #723  
        
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  
of the apostle Paul 
to teach and ad-
monish “one  an-
other in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with 
grace in your 
hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
Kyrie: In Mark 10 
we hear of Jesus’ 
journey through 
Jericho to Jerusa-
lem where he en-
counters Bartimae-
us, a blind man, 
who hears this is 
Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of Da-
vid, have mercy on 
me.”  From that 
time to the present, 
Jesus’ followers 
have prayed that 
same prayer to 
God: “Kyrie 
Eleison” (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so 
we pray for mercy 
in every aspect of 
life. 
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Canticle of Praise 

 
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 
C: O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this trou-
bled world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure 
that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
Psalm 146 
1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my 
 God while I have my being. 
3 Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 
4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that 
 day their thoughts perish.  
5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
 whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
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 who keeps promises forever; 
7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to 
 those who hunger. The LORD sets the captive free. 
8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those 
 who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan 
 and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
10 The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout 
 all generations. Hallelujah!   
 
Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
 6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with con-
tentment, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can 
take nothing out of it, 8 but if we have food and clothing, we will 
be content with these. 9 But those who want to be rich fall into 
temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful de-
sires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to 
be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pains. 
  11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteous-
ness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the 
good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called and for which you made the good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses. 13 In the presence of God, who 
gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony 
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 
to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the mani-
festation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will bring about at 
the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 16 It is he alone who has immor-
tality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever 
seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
  17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them 
not to be haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of rich-
es but rather on God, who richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 
generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves 
the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may 
take hold of the life that really is life.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Notes:  
Timothy is remind-
ed of the confes-
sion he made at his 
baptism and of its 
implications for dai-
ly life. His priorities 
will be different 
from those of peo-
ple who merely 
want to be rich.  
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Gospel Acclamation  

 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the Sixteenth  
Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 
 [Jesus said:] 19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in pur-
ple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 
And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the 
rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 
The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be 
with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In 
Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and 
saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the 
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in 
these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during 
your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in like 
manner evil things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in 
agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has 
been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to 
you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He 
said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house 28 
for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will 
not also come into this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, 
‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 
them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the 
dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do 
not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be con-
vinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   

Gospel  
The Gospel Lesson 
is a selection from 
the accounts of the 
life of our Lord rec-
orded by the four 
evangelists, St. Mat-
thew, St. Mark, St. 
Luke, and St. 
John.  Because 
Christ is with us in 
the Gospel reading, 
we stand to honor 
his presence.  We 
also sing short vers-
es before and after 
the reading of the  
Gospel.   
 

 
Gospel Notes 
Jesus tells a para-
ble in which the 
poor one is “lifted 
up” and the rich one 
is “sent away emp-
ty.” Jesus makes it 
clear that this ethic 
of merciful reversal 
is not new but is as 
old as Moses and 
the prophets.  
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C: Praise to you, O Christ 
Please be seated 
 
Sermon  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day         “Wind and Cold Roar”        ACS #1010 
               
Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  
L: God of grace,  
C: receive our prayer.  
 
L: We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our redeemer and friend.  
C: Amen.  
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 

 

 

 

 

Creed: The Creed is 
our response to 
God's speaking to 
us. Martyrs and 
saints have been 
confessing this 
creed since 325 
A.D. The word 
"creed" comes from 
the Latin "credo" 
which means, "I be-
lieve!"  

 

 
 
 
 
Prayers of the Peo-
ple This prayer in 
the service follows 
the directive of the  
Apostle Paul to 
young Timothy, a 
pastor: “I urge, 
then, first of all, that 
requests, prayers, 
intercession and 
thanksgiving be 
made for everyone. 
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Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you 
have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertain-
ty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply 
what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in 
need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
L: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this 
meal of mercy. 
Please be seated 
 
Lamb of God

 
Distribution Hymns: #642 (3x), #518, #777, #522 

Offering 
As Lutherans, we 
believe that Chris-
tian giving is about 
worship AND ac-
tion. As an option to 
the offering plate, 
scan this QR code 
to access  our se-
cure digital offering 
plate. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Communion 
Today we will re-
ceive Holy Com-
munion through wa-
fers and pouring 
chalice. The line 
forms from the front 
pews to the back, 
with the ambo side 
of the aisle going 
first followed by the 
organ side. Please 
use the hand sani-
tizer provided and 
take a cup from the 
tray. Then proceed 
to receive the glu-
ten-free wafer. Both 
wine and grape 
juice will be availa-
ble.  Please place 
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side aisle 
as you return to the 
pew.   
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Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and ap-
pointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share 
our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C: Amen 
 

Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn     “To Be your Presence”     ELW #546  
 
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude    Short variations on “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”  
      A. Williams arranged by T. Shaw  

 
Blessing 
Here as we leave to 
continue our jour-
ney through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, 
God uses the pas-
tor to say words 
that were said first 
through Aaron in 
the wilderness 
more than 3,000 
years ago. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt ……………………...mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  
      Lotegeluaki Lengai………………………….lotegeluaki@gracedm.org 
      (Loh-tay-gay-loo-wahk-ee   Lain-guy) 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  
Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  

Kathy Bowermaster  
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org 
Bookkeeper  

Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship 

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Dave Gronert  
Greeter –   
Lector – Ro Zimany  
Communion Assistant –  
Altar Guild – Jenny Rehder & Rita Stackhouse 
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Mark Stumme & Jon Rissman  
Coffee & Donuts – Dean Watson 

 

http://www.gracedm.org

