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Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 7, 2025

9:00 a.m.
Liturgical worship with organ
Setting 4



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Welcome! ifthis is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are
here!

You can learn more about our congregation
e0n our website at www.gracedm.org
eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation
epicking up one of our newsletters in the Entryway.

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.


http://www.gracedm.org

Prelude Improvisation on the gathering hymn "God's Work, Our
Hands" - D. Johnson arranged by M. Burkhardt

Welcome

Please rise in body or in spirit

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, our maker, our helper,
and our keeper.

C: Amen.

L: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence
of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Merciful and loving God,

C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from
the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over
us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

L: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ
came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have
been found. In the name of Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn “God's Work, Our Hands” ACS #1000

Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie

"Lord have mercy" is
a translation of the
ancient Greek “Kyrie
Eleison” (pronounce
d KEE-ree-yay e-LAY-
son) which is an
ancient prayer sung
in response to the
forgiveness of sins.
The Kyrie is not
asking forgiveness:
rather it is sung in



awe of Christ Jesus
who has overcome
sin and death.

The Hymn of Praise
One of two hymns of
praise are generally
sung after the Kyrie.
The hymns, “Glory to
God in the highest”
and “This is the feast
of victory,” give the
congregation the
opportunity to praise
God and express joy
because Jesus is our
victorious Savior.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have  mer - cy
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
Canticle of Praise
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - i
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I Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  whose blood set us



T —(— :

@EEII%I
J

e d
+

L IRE
N

AN ! } 1 ! ! }

strength, and ~ hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are  his.

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.

mightbe to God andthe Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray,

C: Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual
help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in
you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mer-
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“Glory to God in the
highest,” Luke

2:14; “This is the
feast of victory,” Rev-
elation. 5:12

Prayer of the Day
This prayer is a
bridge to the next
part of the service. It
also sets the tone for



the day. It is related
to the prescribed lec-
tionary readings for
the day.

Reading notes
Moses speaks to the
Israelites, who are
about to enter the
land promised to their
ancestors. In this pas-
sage, he lays out the
stark choice before
them: choose life by
loving and obeying
the Lord; or choose
death by following
other gods.

cy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated
Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

5“See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death
and adversity. * If you obey the commandments of the Lord your
God that | am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your
God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, de-
crees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous,
and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are en-
tering to possess. 7 But if your heart turns away and you do not
hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve
them, | declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you
shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to
enter and possess. | call heaven and earth to witness against
you today that | have set before you life and death, blessings and
curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 2°
loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for
that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in
the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abra-
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 1

'Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the
wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the
seats of the scornful!

2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on
God’s teaching day and night.

3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in
due season, with leaves that do not wither; everything they do
shall prosper.

41t is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the
wind blows away.

5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment
comes, nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

5 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of
the wicked shall be destroyed.

Sermon

Please rise in body or in spirit

Hymn of the Day “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” ELW #8302



Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: God, we pray,
C: open our hands in love.

L: Into your wounded hands of love, O God, we place all our
prayers, trusting in your mercy through the crucified and risen
one Jesus.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

Please rise in body or in spirit

Offering Prayer

L: Let us pray,

C: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you
have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertain-
ty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply
what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in
need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Prayers of the
People

We respond to God's
love by speaking to
God, and expressing
our concern for the
whole church, for all
people in the world,
and for people in our
congregation.

Offering As Luther-
ans, we believe that
Christian giving is
about worship AND
action. As an option
to the offering plate,
scan this QR code to
access our secure
digital offering plate.




Blessing and Sending for Mission

L: Friends in Christ: Today we give thanks to God and seek God’s
blessing as we are sent to distribute food to free pantries around
the Des Moines metro.

L: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the uni-
verse. You made the whole earth for your glory; all creation
praises you. We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and
earth in thanksgiving for the many blessings you have given us.
Renew in us the commitment to use our gifts in the service of
others, especially of those in need.

L: Let us be your hands to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless,
clothe the naked, comfort the weary and outcast, welcome the
stranger, care for creation, and be loving neighbors to all people.

L: Bless the food and supplies that are distributed. May those
who receive them be nourished and strengthened, and may
these gifts be a sign of your love to all people.

L: To you, O God, be glory and honor through your Son, Jesus
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in your church and in the
world, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word

L: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beau-
ty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life,
O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

L: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your won-
derful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a
pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your
Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

L: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those en-
tombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word
of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

L: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us:
renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the
sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near
to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forev-
er.



C: Amen.
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn “Here on Jesus Christ | Will Stand” ACS #1024

Dismissal
L: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Setting of the hymn of the day "Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus"
G. Boltze arranged by D. Freudenburg

The Lord's Prayer

is, in a way, our table
grace before the
meal. As we gather in
this meal, the table,
or altar, becomes the
collection of all of our
tables for meals at
home.

Dismissal

With the dismissal
from worship, we are
sent to serve the Lord
through the unique
gifts, talents, and re-
lationships of each
one of us. This is not
a conclusion of ser-
vice, but a start to
what the next week
will bring in our walk
with Christ. Soitis
fitting that the re-
sponse is a resound-
ing “Thanks be to
God.”
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Welcome to Grace!
Ministers —the people of Grace
Pastor —
The Rev. Michael Schmidt .........ccccoevvveunnee. mike@gracedm.org
Vicar
Lotegeluaki Lenga@i.....ccoceeveeereerennnes lotegeluaki@gracedm.org
(Loh-tay-gay-loo-wahk-ee Lain-guy)
Organist —
RICh SNYdEer....cciiieteeeee s rich@gracedm.org

Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator —
Kathy Bowermaster

Minister for Communications —

Michelle VoelKer ... michelle@gracedm.org
Bookkeeper

Mike HilsabecCK......ccoeeerereceneieeeeereieeennen mike.h@gracedm.org
Office Assistant for Worship

Jessica Flannery......ecceeceeeeeeeee, jessica@gracedm.org

Custodian — Todd Haugen
Usher — Carter Woodruff

Greeter — Rita Stackhouse
Liturgist — Jenny Rehder

Lector — Ro Zimany
Altar Guild — Jenny Rehder & Rita Stackhouse

Tech Crew — Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson,
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer

Counters — Mark Stumme & Tom McCleary
Coffee & Donuts —

Grace Lutheran Church

5201 Urbandale Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50310
Pastor Michael Schmidt
515-276-6873
www.gracedm.org

GRACE
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
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