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Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Reformation Sunday 

October 26, 2025 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with organ 
Setting 1  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 

Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in 
grace, strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are 
here!  

 
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 

•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 

•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 
or newsletters in the Entryway. 

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm .  

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

 
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude   Partita (suite) on the gathering hymn “Built On A Rock”  
    L. Lindeman arranged by A. Fedak 
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, our maker, our helper, 
and our keeper. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence 
of God and of one another. 
        Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Merciful and loving God,  
C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from 
the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over 
us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen. 
 
L: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have 
been found. In the name of Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn        “Built on a Rock”       ELW #652  
         
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gathering Hymn 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  
of the apostle Paul 
to teach and ad-
monish “one  an-
other in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with 
grace in your 
hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
 
 
Kyrie 
In Mark 10 we hear 
of Jesus’ journey 
through Jericho to 
Jerusalem where 
he encounters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears 
this is Jesus and 
shouts, “Jesus, Son 
of David, have mer-
cy on me.”  From 
that time to the pre-
sent, Jesus’ follow-
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ers have prayed 
that same prayer to 
God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so 
we pray for mercy 
in every aspect of 
life. 
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Canticle of Praise

 

 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray,  
C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy 
Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit 
on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, pro-
tect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving 
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
Psalm 46 
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and 
 though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3 though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains 
 tremble with its tumult. 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the 
 holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall 
 help it at the break of day. 
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and 
 the earth melts away.  
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations 
 God has brought upon the earth; 
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who 
 breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields 
 with fire. 
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted 
 among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our  
 stronghold.   
 
Anthem   “The Word of God” 
       Chancel Choir  
 
Reading: Romans 3:19-28 
 19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those 
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and 
the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For no hu-
man will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, 
for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has 
been disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 
the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all 
who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Notes:  
Paul’s words stand 
at the heart of the 
preaching of Martin 
Luther and other 
Reformation lead-
ers. No human be-
ings make them-
selves right with 
God through works 
of the law. We are 
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whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 
effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteous-
ness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 
sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present 
time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justi-
fies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 
  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through 
what kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of 
faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Gospel Acclamation  

 
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Eighth Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 8:31-36 
 31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you con-
tinue in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, 
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a perma-
nent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 
So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Please be seated 

brought into a right 
relationship with 
God through the 
divine activity cen-
tered in Christ’s 
death. This act is a 
gift of grace that 
liberates us from sin 
and empowers our 
faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
 

 

 
Gospel 
The Gospel Lesson 
is a selection from 
the accounts of the 
life of our Lord rec-
orded by the four 
evangelists, St. Mat-
thew, St. Mark, St. 
Luke, and St. 
John.  Because 
Christ is with us in 
the Gospel reading, 
we stand to honor 
his presence.  We 
also sing short vers-
es before and after 
the reading of the  
Gospel.   
 

Gospel Notes 
Jesus speaks of 
truth and freedom 
as spiritual realities 
known through his 
word. He reveals 
the truth that sets 
people free from 
sin.  
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Sermon  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day     “The Church of Christ in Every Age”  
         ELW #729 
Affirmation of Baptism 
Madison Robbins is affirming her baptism this morning   
 
Presentation  
R: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for this 
sibling, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making public 
affirmation of their baptism.  
  
R: I present ­­­­Madison Robbins who desires to make public affir-
mation of her baptism.  
R: Let us pray.  
  
R: Merciful God, we thank you for this youth, whom you have 
made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have 
called her to yourself, enlightened her with the gifts of your Spirit, 
and nourished her in the community of faith. Uphold your serv-
ants in the gifts and promises of baptism and unite the hearts of 
all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name 
of Christ.  
C: Amen.  
  
Profession of Faith  
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 
confess the faith of the church.  
  
P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  
C: I renounce them.  
  
P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 
God?  
C: I renounce them.  
  
P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  
C: I renounce them.  
  
P: Do you believe in God the Father?  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
  
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
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suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
  
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
Affirmation of Baptism 
P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend 
to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:  
to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in 
Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the 
example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth?  
R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  
 
P: People of God, do you promise to support this sibling and pray 
for her in her life in Christ?  
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.   
 
Verse:  
Madison Robbins       
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and peti-
tion with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 
God. And the Peace of God which surpasses all understanding 
will guard your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ.”  Philip-
pians 4:6-7 
 
P: Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 
Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to 
eternal life. Stir up in Madison the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spir-
it of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,  
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy 
in your presence, both now and forever.  
C: Amen.  
 
P: Let us rejoice with this sibling in Christ.  
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C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will 
give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to 
all the world.         
            
Prayers of the People  
L: God of grace,  
C: receive our prayer.  
 
L: We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace 
and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen.  
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray, 
C: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you 
have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertain-
ty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply 
what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in 
need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

Prayers of the Peo-
ple This prayer in 
the service follows 
the directive of the  
Apostle Paul to 
young Timothy, a 
pastor: “I urge, 
then, first of all, that 
requests, prayers, 
intercession and 
thanksgiving be 
made for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering 
As Lutherans, we 
believe that Chris-
tian giving is about 
worship AND ac-
tion. As an option 
to the offering 
plate, scan this QR 
code to access  our 
secure digital offer-
ing plate. 
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Preface 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy

 

 

 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
L: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal 
of mercy. 
 
Please be seated 
 

Preface 
Preface means 
“introduction.”  The 
pastor and people 
get ready to  
celebrate the Holy 
Meal by greeting 
each other and 
with an exhortation 
as how to celebrate 
the meal.  These 
words state why we 
should give thanks 
using words and 
ideas appropriate 
for the season of 
the church year. 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
Sanctus is a Latin 
word meaning 
“Holy.”  The Sanc-
tus contains words 
from Isaiah’s vision 
of God (Isaiah 6:3) 
and the crowd’s 
response on Palm 
Sunday when Je-
sus entered the city 
of Jerusalem.  We 
join them in spirit 
by singing their 
words as we antici-
pate Christ’s com-
ing in the sacra-
ment. 
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Lamb of God 

 

 
 
Distribution Hymns: #751 (3x), #474, #515, #488 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and ap-
pointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share 
our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C: Amen 
 

Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn     “Soli Deo Gloria”  ELW #878  
   
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude   Chorale prelude on “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   
      M. Luther arranged by J. Walther 
 
         
               

Communion 
Today we will re-
ceive Holy Com-
munion through 
wafers and pouring 
chalice. The line 
forms from the front 
pews to the back, 
with the ambo side 
of the aisle going 
first followed by the 
organ side. Please 
use the hand sani-
tizer provided and 
take a cup from the 
tray. Then proceed 
to receive the glu-
ten-free wafer. Both 
wine and grape 
juice will be availa-
ble.  Please place 
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side 
aisle as you return 
to the pew.   
 
 
 
Blessing 
Here as we leave 
to continue our 
journey through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, 
God uses the pas-
tor to say words 
that were said first 
through Aaron in 
the wilderness 
more than 3,000 
years ago. 


