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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in grace, 

strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 
 Grace Lutheran Church commits to welcoming and celebrating all people; those 
in the LGBTQIA+ community, Black, Indigenous, People of Color, and their allies. 
 We commit to the work of anti-racism, liberation, social and environmental justice 
for all of God's creation. We affirm the sacredness of all people, regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. 
 We affirm the sacredness of all those who have experienced exclusion because 
of race, ability, age, culture, or nationality. We affirm the sacredness of those who 
wrestle with addiction, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic cir-
cumstances, or anything that too often divides us. 
 No matter the labels others may place upon you, or the labels you may place up-
on yourself, here at Grace you will find a home among friends in need of a Savior. 
You are welcome here.   

 
Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are here!  
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 
•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 
•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 

or newsletters in the Entryway. 
Worship Online: During times when you cannot be with us in person, you can participate 
in worship on our website or Facebook page @gracelutherandm  
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  
 
 

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude      “Three Church Windows: Part II - Sacrifice” based on 
 the hymn "What Wondrous Love Is This" (ELW 666)  
    W. Walker arranged by J. Behnke 
      
Welcome  
 
Poetry Prayer - If You Hear Nothing Else, Then Hear This: 
L: You can make a fool of yourself. 
You can bet on the wrong thing, lose it all, unravel people’s trust. 
You can laugh at a funeral, curse in a church, say the wrong 
thing at the wrong time, every time. 
You can lose yourself in a bottle, a relationship, a false sense of 
security. 
You can uncover prejudice and wrestle with the shame of it all. 
You can withhold an apology, blame it on someone else, tell 
yourself it’s not your fault. 
You can trade in love for a bag of coins. 
And even then, even still, even now, 
Jesus will love you enough to wash your feet. 
If you hear nothing else in the gospel, hear this. 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Call to Worship  
L: The birds announce God’s glory! They remind us of the love of 
God we often don’t pay attention to, but it is always there, sing-
ing for us. Welcome! Welcome to this place and to this communi-
ty. Here we are reminded again that the love of God awaits you 
and that we are the expression of God’s love to one another. We 
come to church not to forget this love. We are here to remind 
ourselves: God’s love is like birds singing every day. That is the 
good news we have: the love of God! When we feel we have 
nothing else, we can lean on the love of God. 
As we gather today, we are called to listen to the new command-
ment by Jesus: “I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” 
To love is to listen—to listen to each other, to the signs of life 
everywhere. It is also to listen to the silence within us. Through-
out this service we will learn how to sit in silence and listen. 
 Listen to our hearts, listen to God’s voice, listen to each other. 
Just as we listened to God’s love through the birds, let us now 
listen to God’s love through each other’s voices. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn    “Love Consecrates the Humblest Act”   
       ELW #360  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn: 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  
of the apostle Paul 
to teach and ad-
monish “one  an-
other in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with 
grace in your 
hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
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Confession and Forgiveness 
L: We come to worship feeling the burdens of life that only God 
knows. But we also come feeling weary, tired, sad, frustrated, 
angry, exhausted, spent, not knowing what to do, how to live our 
lives fully, or how to fix things. Our world is so confusing right 
now, and we are feeling lost. It is time to confess to God the 
things we carry and don’t tell anybody, the things that we feel we 
can’t speak, and the things we don’t know how to speak. 
 
L: God of love, we come to you feeling a thousand feelings. 
There is too much going on, and we don’t know how to handle it 
all. We don’t even know how to put words to all that we are go-
ing through. 
C: Hear our prayers. 
 
L: God of love, we come to you wanting total control over our 
lives, the stories we live, the people around us, and our own de-
sires. 
C: Hear our prayers. 
 
L: God of love, we also come to you feeling numb. 
C: Hear our prayers. 
 
L: God of love, we come to you in silence. 
C: Hear our prayers. 
 
L: God of love, we come to you because you are the source of 
life. 
C: Hear our prayers. 
 
L: Hear this good news: the God of love listens to you attentively. 
“As an eagle stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, as it 
spreads its wings, takes them up, and bears them aloft on its pin-
ions.” We are all listened to. We are all forgiven. 
C: Amen.  
 
Greeting   
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
L: Let us pray,  
C: Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Je-
sus gave us a new commandment, to love one another as he 
loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us 
the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, 
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Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
Reading: Luke 22:47-53 
 47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the 
one called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He ap-
proached Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it 
with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?” 49 When 
those who were around him saw what was coming, they asked, 
“Lord, should we strike with the sword?” 50 Then one of them 
struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But 
Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and 
healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of 
the temple police, and the elders who had come for him, “Have 
you come out with swords and clubs as though I were a rebel? 53 
When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay 
hands on me. But this is your hour and the power of darkness!”  
  
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Reading: John 13:1-35 
  1 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. 
Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 2 The devil had already decided that Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot would betray Jesus. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he 
had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from supper, 
took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then 
he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going 
to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now 
what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 Peter said to 
him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I 
wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to 
him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 
Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, 
though not all of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for 
this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
  12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 
reclined again, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done 
to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for 
that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 
you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, slaves are not greater than their mas-
ter, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If 
you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 18 I am 
not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But it is to 
fulfill the scripture, ‘The one who ate my bread has lifted his heel 
against me.’ 19 I tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it 
does occur you may believe that I am he. 20 Very truly, I tell you, 
whoever receives one whom I send receives me, and whoever 
receives me receives him who sent me.” 
  21 After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit and declared, 
“Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples 
looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. 23 
One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining 
close to his heart; 24 Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to 
ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So while reclining next to 
Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is 
the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it 
in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave 
it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. 27 After he received the piece of 
bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly 
what you are going to do.” 28 Now no one knew why he said this 
to him. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the common 
purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival,” 
or that he should give something to the poor. 30 So, after receiv-
ing the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was 
night. 
  31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has 
been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has 
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I 
say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a 
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one an-
other.”  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon       
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day    “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me” 
        ACS #1084 
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Affirmation of Faith  
C: I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ. It sounds like 
welcome and feels like home. It sounds like laughter and feels 
like mercy. It sounds like love and feels like a seat at the table, 
so I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ. I have seen it 
alive in the world. And even when my heart aches, even when 
wars rage, even when mercy feels out of reach, I remember the 
one who welcomed the children and led with nonviolence. I 
remember the one who cared for the vulnerable and inspired 
those around him. I remember that the good news really is 
good news, for I have seen it alive in the world. Thanks be to 
God! Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  
L: Hear us, O God, 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 
L: We entrust these prayers to you, O God, confident that you will 
strengthen us by your Spirit to love one another as Christ has 
loved us. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
C: Amen. 
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated  
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: O God, maker of heaven and earth,  
C: your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and 
sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death 
and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving 
work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
L: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have 
brought us this far along the way. 
  
L: In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us 
into the path of love and light. In every age you sent prophets 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the  
People: This prayer 
in the service fol-
lows the directive of 
the Apostle Paul to 
young Timothy, a 
pastor: “I urge, 
then, first of all, that 
requests, prayers, 
intercession and 
thanksgiving be 
made for everyone. 

 

 
 
 
Offering: As Luther-
ans, we believe that 
Christian giving is 
about worship AND 
action. As an option 
to the offering 
plate, scan this QR 
code to access  our 
secure digital offer-
ing plate. 
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to make known your loving will for all humanity. The cry of the 
poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is 
your own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen serv-
ant to preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread with the 
outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to preju-
dice and sin. 
  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, say-
ing: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
L: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
  
L: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
L: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return to free all the earth from 
the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let the 
church say, Amen. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who 
share this bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love 
and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the 
church say, Amen. 
C: Amen. 
  
L: Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of 
every age, that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Lord’s Prayer    
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion  
L: Jesus, our neighbor, invites us and all of his neighbors throughout 
the world to come together at this table and feast in his presence. Be 
nourished by this holy meal that you might go forth with joy and love 
your neighbors as yourselves.  
Please be seated 
 
Distribution Hymns: #616 (3x), #712, #779, #482 
 
Centering Prayer  
There will be two minutes of silence for centering prayer.   
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the 
saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sac-
rament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your 
redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.  
 
Please be seated  
Stripping of the Altar  
 
Psalm 88 
1O LORD, God of my salvation, when, at night, I cry out in your 
 presence, 
 2let my prayer come before you; incline your ear to my cry. 
 3For my soul is full of troubles, and my life draws near to Sheol. 
 4I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; I am like 
 those who have no help, 
 5like those forsaken among the dead, like the slain that lie in the 
 grave, like those whom you remember no more, for they are cut 
 off from your hand. 
 6You have put me in the depths of the Pit, in the regions dark and 
 deep. 
 7Your wrath lies heavy upon me, and you overwhelm me with all 
 your waves.  

 

 

Communion:  
Today we will 
receive Holy 
Communion 
through wafers 
and pouring 
chalice. The line 
forms from the 
front pews to the 
back, with the 
ambo side of the 
aisle going first 
followed by the 
organ side. 
Please use the 
hand sanitizer 
provided and 
take a cup from 
the tray. Then 
proceed to re-
ceive the gluten-
free wafer. Both 
wine and grape 
juice will be 
available.  
Please place 
your cup in the 
basket by the 
side aisle as you 
return to the 
pew.   
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 8You have caused my companions to shun me; you have made 
 me a thing of horror to them. I am shut in so that I cannot 
  escape; 
 9my eye grows dim through sorrow. Every day I call on you, O 
 LORD; I spread out my hands to you. 
 10Do you work wonders for the dead?  Do the shades rise up to 
 praise you?  
 11Is your steadfast love declared in the grave, or your faithfulness 
 in Abaddon? 
 12Are your wonders known in the darkness, or your saving help 
 in the land of forgetfulness? 
 13But I, O LORD, cry out to you; in the morning my prayer comes 
 before you. 
 14O LORD, why do you cast me off? Why do you hide your face 
 from me? 
 15Wretched and close to death from my youth up, I suffer your  
 terrors; I am desperate. 
 16Your wrath has swept over me; your dread assaults destroy 
 me. 
 17They surround me like a flood all day long; from all sides they 
 close in on me. 
 18You have caused friend and neighbor to shun me; my  
 companions are in darkness.  
 
You are asked to leave the sanctuary in silence.   
You are welcome to remain for silent prayer.           
 
Worship continues on Good Friday at 6:30 p.m. 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
6:30 a.m. – Holy Communion 

9 a.m. – Holy Communion 
7:00 – 8:45 a.m. – Fellowship & Breakfast 
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Welcome to Grace! 
Ministers —the people of Grace 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt ……………………...mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar –  
      Lotegeluaki Lengai………………………….lotegeluaki@gracedm.org 
      (Loh-tay-gay-loo-wahk-ee   Lain-guy) 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  
Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  

Kathy Bowermaster  
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org 
Bookkeeper –  

Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship –  

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Property Manager –  

Nichole Aubert……………………………………..nichole@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Carter Woodruff  
Greeter – Linda Moravec 
Poetry Reader – Cherie Rissman  
Lector – Ro Zimany  
Communion Assistant – Carol Woodruff 
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

http://www.gracedm.org

