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Setting 10  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in grace, 

strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 
 Grace Lutheran Church commits to welcoming and celebrating all people; those 
in the LGBTQIA+ community, Black, Indigenous, People of Color, and their allies. 
 We commit to the work of anti-racism, liberation, social and environmental justice 
for all of God's creation. We affirm the sacredness of all people, regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. 
 We affirm the sacredness of all those who have experienced exclusion because 
of race, ability, age, culture, or nationality. We affirm the sacredness of those who 
wrestle with addiction, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic cir-
cumstances, or anything that too often divides us. 
 No matter the labels others may place upon you, or the labels you may place up-
on yourself, here at Grace you will find a home among friends in need of a Savior. 
You are welcome here.   
 
Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are here!  
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 
•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 
•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 

or newsletters in the Entryway. 
Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm 
 
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude    Choral prelude on the gathering hymn “Lord Jesus 
  Christ, Be Present Now” (ELW 527)  
       German tune arranged by G. Telemann 
 
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
L: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
C: Amen. 
L: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
L: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to 
come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the wa-
ters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We 
thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
L: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us 
on our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death 
and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
L: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of 
peace. Blessed are you. 
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
L: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and an-
gels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn    “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”     
       ELW #527 
      
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gathering Hymn: 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  
of the apostle Paul 
to teach and ad-
monish “one  an-
other in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with 
grace in your 
hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
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Kyrie 

 
 
Canticle of Praise 

 
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 

Kyrie: In Mark 10 
we hear of Jesus’ 
journey through 
Jericho to Jerusa-
lem where he en-
counters Bartimae-
us, a blind man, 
who hears this is 
Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of Da-
vid, have mercy on 
me.”  From that 
time to the present, 
Jesus’ followers 
have prayed that 
same prayer to 
God: “Kyrie 
Eleison” (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so 
we pray for mercy 
in every aspect of 
life. 
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C: O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and 
ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each 
other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn 
into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
Recognition of Graduating Seniors  
L: We are delighted to recognize the high school graduate of 
Grace Lutheran Church today. It is our privilege to affirm this 
members of our congregation who has completed one phase of 
her life and moves with great expectations to another.  
  
This year’s graduate is Allison Olson. 
  
As you celebrate your achievements and prepare to begin new 
endeavors, be mindful of your grounding in faith, and of your vo-
cation to serve God in all your life's work and accomplishments. 
  
L: Let us pray. Gracious God, you bless your servants with many 
achievements. We give thanks especially for the milestones that 
Allison and all the other graduates have attained. As they begin 
new phases of their lives, may they also know your love and ex-
perience your peace in all the experiences they encounter. Bless 
also the parents of these students, who have raised their chil-
dren and nourished them in the Christian faith. Give them 
strength in your continuing presence and give them many joyful 
reunions with their children, who may be leaving home soon to 
begin new and varied ventures, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
Reading: Acts 1:6-14 
 6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], 
“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Isra-
el?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watch-
ing, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 
While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Notes:  
Today’s reading is 
part of the introduc-
tion to the narrative 
of the outpouring of 
the Spirit on Pente-
cost. These verses 
tell of the risen 
Lord’s conversation 
with his disciples on 
the eve of his as-
cension, in which 
he promises that 
they will receive the 
power of the Holy 
Spirit.  
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When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and An-
drew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son 
of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All 
these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well 
as his brothers.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Anthem            “We Sing the Mighty Power of God” 
       Chancel Choir  
 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those 
 who hate God flee. 
2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; as 
 the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the  
 presence of God. 
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them 
 also be merry and joyful. 
4 Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who 
 rides the clouds; I AM is that name, rejoice before God!  
5 In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans,  
 defender of widows; 
6 you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into  
 freedom; but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
7 O God, when you went forth before your people, when you 
 marched through the wilderness, 
8 the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the  
 presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, 
 the God of Israel. 
9 You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance  

 when it languished. 
10 Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, 
 you have made provision for the poor.  
32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord. 
33 You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; you 
 send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
34 Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; whose 
 strength is in the skies. 
35 How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 
 giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!  
Please rise in body or in spirit 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the Seventeenth 
Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 17:1-11 
 1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he 
looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you 
have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glo-
rified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5

 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory 
that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in 
truth that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent 
me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have 
been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, pro-
tect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one.”  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
Please be seated 
 

Gospel: The Gospel 
Lesson is a selec-
tion from the ac-
counts of the life of 
our Lord recorded 
by the four evange-
lists, St. Matthew, 
St. Mark, St. Luke, 
and St. John.  Be-
cause Christ is with 
us in the Gospel 
reading, we stand 
to honor his pres-
ence.  We also sing 
short verses before 
and after the read-
ing of the  
Gospel.   
 
 
 
Gospel Notes: On 
the night before his 
crucifixion, Jesus 
prays to his heav-
enly Father, asking 
that those who con-
tinue his work in 
this world will live in 
unity.  
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Sermon  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day    “Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song”    
       ELW #403  
              
Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  
L: Merciful God,  
C: receive our prayer.  
 
L: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to pro-
claim the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our risen Savior.  
C: Amen.  
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Volunteer Recognition 
L: Dear friends: United with all the baptized in the one body of 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed: 
The Creed is our 
response to God's 
speaking to us. Mar-
tyrs and saints have 
been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word 
"creed" comes from 
the Latin "credo" 
which means, "I be-
lieve!"  

 

 

 

 
Prayers of the Peo-
ple: This prayer in 
the service follows 
the directive of the  
Apostle Paul to 
young Timothy, a 
pastor: “I urge, then, 
first of all, that re-
quests, prayers, in-
tercession and 
thanksgiving be 
made for everyone. 
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Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are joined in 
God's mission for the life of the world. We are called to that mis-
sion in our daily lives and in the ministries we share as the church 
of God.  
  
L: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Holy Spirit equips the church 
with a rich variety of gifts. We give thanks for the ways these gifts 
have been shown forth among us through the people of God at 
Grace Lutheran Church.  
  
L: We praise you for shared joys and accomplishments, and we 
commend our work to you. Grant that we may continue to bear 
witness to Christ in lives that are built on faith and love; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
  
Offering Prayer 
L: Merciful God,  
C: accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the 
body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow 
us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
L: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 
Please be seated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering: As Luther-
ans, we believe that 
Christian giving is 
about worship AND 
action. As an option 
to the offering 
plate, scan this QR 
code to access  our 
secure digital offer-
ing plate. 
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Lamb of God

 
 
Distribution Hymns: #472 (3x), #423, #464, #542 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among 
us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace 
to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing 
to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
C: Amen. 
 
Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn    “Lift High the Cross”    ELW #660  
           
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   Processional on the sending hymn “Lift High The 
 Cross” (ELW 660) - S. Nicholson arranged by D. Busarow 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Communion: 
Today we will re-
ceive Holy Com-
munion through wa-
fers and pouring 
chalice. Two lines 
will form from the 
front pews to the 
back. Please use 
the hand sanitizer 
provided and take a 
cup from the 
tray. Then proceed 
to receive the glu-
ten-free wafer. Both 
wine and grape 
juice will be availa-
ble.  Please place 
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side aisle 
as you return to the 
pew.   

 
 
Blessing: Here as 
we leave to contin-
ue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, God 
uses the pastor to 
say words that were 
said first through 
Aaron in the wilder-
ness more than 
3,000 years ago. 
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2026 Graduates! 

Allison Olson  

Allison is graduating from Urbandale High 
School in May where she participated in choirs, 
show choir, dance team, National Honor Socie-
ty, silver cord, and has earned an academic 
letter every semester. She enjoys her job 
working at Adventuretime with elementary age 
students. In the fall, Allison will be attending 
Luther College in Decorah, Iowa where she 
plans to major in elementary education.  

 

Laria Preston 

Laria is Graduating from the University of Min-
nesota, Twin Cities with a Bachelor of Science 
in Developmental Psychology. She will contin-
ue her education through additional courses 
through UCSB, complete a child life internship, 
and is working towards her ultimate goal of 
becoming a certified child life specialist. Go 
Gophers! 

 
Vicar Lotegeluaki Ole L. Lengai 

Dear Grace Family. 

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

By the grace of God, I will be graduating from 
Wartburg Theological Seminary on May 17, 
2026, with a Master of Divinity (M.Div.). The 
graduation ceremony will take place at St.   
Joseph the Worker Catholic Church in Dubuque, Iowa, at 3:00 PM. 

I sincerely thank you all for your prayers, encouragement, and 
support throughout this journey. Please continue praying for me, 
because the safari (journey) is not complete yet! I am excited for 
the next step. 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”       
Proverbs 27:17 

To God be the glory! 

Vicar Lotegeluaki Ole L. Lengai 
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Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

Welcome to Grace! 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt ……………………...mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar –  
      Lotegeluaki Lengai………………………….lotegeluaki@gracedm.org 
      (Loh-tay-gay-loo-wahk-ee   Lain-guy) 
Organist –  

 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  
Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  

Kathy Bowermaster  
Minister for Communications –  

Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org 
Bookkeeper –  

Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  
Office Assistant for Worship –  

Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  
Property Manager –  

Nichole Aubert……………………………………..nichole@gracedm.org  
Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Tom McCleary  
Greeter – Nathan K  
Lector – Carol Woodruff 
Communion Assistants – Linda Moravec 
Altar Guild – Kathy Bowermaster, Valerie Culp, Jenny Rehder  
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Jon Rissman & Carter Woodruff  
Coffee & Donuts – Mike and Marilyn Nizzi 

 

http://www.gracedm.org

