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MATTHEW 14:20

Grace Lutheran Church

Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania

Welcome to Worship
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2026
9:00 a.m.

Liturgical worship with organ
Setting 10



OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in grace,
strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name.

Grace Lutheran Church commits to welcoming and celebrating all people; those
in the LGBTQIA+ community, Black, Indigenous, People of Color, and their allies.

We commit to the work of anti-racism, liberation, social and environmental justice
for all of God's creation. We affirm the sacredness of all people, regardless of sexual
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.

We affirm the sacredness of all those who have experienced exclusion because
of race, ability, age, culture, or nationality. We affirm the sacredness of those who
wrestle with addiction, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic cir-
cumstances, or anything that too often divides us.

No matter the labels others may place upon you, or the labels you may place up-
on yourself, here at Grace you will find a home among friends in need of a Savior.
You are welcome here.

Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are here!
You can learn more about our congregation

e0n our website at www.gracedm.org

eby asking a greeter or other members of the congregation

epicking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall,

or newsletters in the Entryway.

Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page
@gracelutherandm

We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold
(often marked with a C:) aloud.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.

Communion — We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your
pew.

If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.
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Prelude Improvisation on the sending hymn "The Spirit Sens Us
Forth To Serve (ELW 551) - T. Haweis arranged by M. Sedio

Welcome
Please rise in body or in spirit

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God whose compassion
endures forever.

C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your
yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in
your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

L: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carry-
ing heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s
love.

C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn “Let Us Enter In” ACS #985
Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Kyrie
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.

We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate  in  us new hearts!

Gathering Hymn:
We are a “singing
church,” so we
follow the advice
of the apostle Paul
to teach and ad-
monish “one an-
other in psalms and
hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with
grace in your
hearts to the

Lord” (Colossians
3:16).

Kyrie: In Mark 10
we hear of Jesus’
Jjourney through
Jericho to Jerusa-
lem where he en-
counters Bartimae-
us, a blind man,
who hears this is
Jesus and shouts,
“Jesus, Son of Da-
vid, have mercy on
me.” From that
time to the present,
Jesus’ followers
have prayed that
same prayer to
God: “Kyrie
Eleison” (“Lord,
have mercy”). We
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so
we pray for mercy
in every aspect of
life.



Reading Notes:
God invites Israel to
a great feast at
which both food
and drink are free.
God also promises
to make an ever-
lasting covenant
with all peoples,
with promises that
previously had
been limited to Isra-
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Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:

1 —7
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
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on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.

Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray,

C: Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with good-
ness, and you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a
hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and
with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5

"Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who
have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your mon-
ey for that which is not bread and your earnings for that which
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food. 2 Incline your ear, and come
to me; listen, so that you may live. | will make with you an ever-
lasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. * See, | made



him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the
peoples. > Now you shall call nations that you do not know, and
nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of

the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified
you.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love.

° LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all
your works.

“The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are
bowed down.

'>The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them
their food in due season.

' You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living
thing.

7You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your
works.

'8 You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you
faithfully.

¥ You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry
and save them.

20You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you
shall destroy.

2'My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; let all flesh
bless God’s holy name forever and ever.

Please rise in body or in spirit
Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia!

Lord, we sing  for  the good news that you bring.

el. As David was a
witness to the na-
tions, these nations
shall now
acknowledge the
ways in which God
has glorified Israel.

Gospel: The Gospel
Lesson is a selec-
tion from the ac-
counts of the life of
our Lord recorded
by the four evange-
lists, St. Matthew,
St. Mark, St. Luke,
and St. John. Be-
cause Christ is with
us in the Gospel
reading, we stand
to honor his pres-
ence. We also sing
short verses before
and after the read-
ing of the

Gospel.



Gospel Notes:
After John the Bap-
tist is murdered, Je-
sus desires a time
of solitude. Still, his
compassion for oth-
ers will not allow
him to dismiss those
who need him, and
he is moved to per-
form one of his
greatest miracles.

Apostles’ Creed:
The Creed is our
response to God's
speaking to us. Mar-
tyrs and saints have
been confessing
this creed since 325
A.D. The word
"creed"” comes from
the Latin "credo"
which means, "l be-
lieve!"

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mathew the Fourteenth
Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21

3Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the
Baptist,] he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot
from the towns. *When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd,
and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. ® When it
was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a de-
serted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so
that they may go into the villages and buy food for them-
selves.” *® Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give
them something to eat.” " They replied, “We have nothing here
but five loaves and two fish.” *® And he said, “Bring them here to
me.” ® Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven
and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disci-
ples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 2° And all ate
and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the bro-
ken pieces, twelve baskets full. 2 And those who ate were about
five thousand men, besides women and children.

L: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated

Sermon

Please rise in body or in spirit
Hymn of the Day “Lord, you Give the Great Commission”
ELW #579

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
L: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

L: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have prom-
ised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen.

All: God of love, have mercy on us. Pour out your Spirit upon
us. Center us in worship. Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all,
C: And also with you!

Please be seated
Announcements

Please rise in body or in spirit

Offering Prayer

L: Loving God,

C: we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation
can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word

L: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beau-
ty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life,
O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

L: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your won-
derful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a
pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your
Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

L: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and
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Prayers of the Peo-
ple: This prayer in
the service follows
the directive of the
Apostle Paul to
young Timothy, a
pastor: “l urge,
then, first of all, that
requests, prayers,
intercession and
thanksgiving be
made for everyone.

Offering: As Luther-
ans, we believe that
Christian giving is
about worship AND
action. As an option
to the offering
plate, scan this QR
code to access our
secure digital offer-
ing plate.




Blessing: Here as
we leave to contin-
ue our journey
through the
wilderness to the
Promised Land, God
uses the pastor to
say words that were
said first through
Aaron in the wilder-
ness more than
3,000 years ago.

call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those en-
tombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word
of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

L: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us:
renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the
sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near
to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever.

C: Amen.

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn “The Spirit Sends Us Forth”  ELW #551
Dismissal

L: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Prelude in classic style G. Young



