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Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  

July 5, 2026  
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with organ 
Setting 10  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in grace, 

strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 
 Grace Lutheran Church commits to welcoming and celebrating all people; those 
in the LGBTQIA+ community, Black, Indigenous, People of Color, and their allies. 
 We commit to the work of anti-racism, liberation, social and environmental justice 
for all of God's creation. We affirm the sacredness of all people, regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. 
 We affirm the sacredness of all those who have experienced exclusion because 
of race, ability, age, culture, or nationality. We affirm the sacredness of those who 
wrestle with addiction, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic cir-
cumstances, or anything that too often divides us. 
 No matter the labels others may place upon you, or the labels you may place up-
on yourself, here at Grace you will find a home among friends in need of a Savior. 
You are welcome here.   
 
Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are here!  
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 
•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 
•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 

or newsletters in the Entryway. 
Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm 
 
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude    Pastorale on the gathering hymn “What A Friend We 
Have In Jesus” (ELW 742) - C. Converse arranged by A. Fedak 
 
Welcome    
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, source of hope in every 
nation, rest for the weary, glory and peace to the ends of the 
earth. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Let us bring every burden to God. 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: God of all mercy, we have sinned against you, our neighbors, 
and your creation. Within ourselves and our communities, our 
desire to do what is good is at war with the evil that dwells in us. 
We lament the evil that holds us captive. We repent of the evil we 
have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Rescue us, forgive 
us, and restore us for lives of compassion and courage through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in 
doing what is good. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn    “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  ELW #742 
          
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gathering Hymn: 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  
of the apostle Paul 
to teach and ad-
monish “one  an-
other in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with 
grace in your 
hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
Kyrie: In Mark 10 
we hear of Jesus’ 
journey through 
Jericho to Jerusa-
lem where he en-
counters Bartimae-
us, a blind man, 
who hears this is 
Jesus and shouts, 
“Jesus, Son of Da-
vid, have mercy on 
me.”  From that 
time to the present, 
Jesus’ followers 
have prayed that 
same prayer to 
God: “Kyrie 
Eleison” (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so 
we pray for mercy 
in every aspect of 
life. 
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Canticle of Praise 

 
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray, 
C: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have 
made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest 
in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know 
you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12 
 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter 
Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you; triumphant and victori-
ous is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war 
horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he 
shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from 
sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Notes:  
The coming messi-
anic king will inau-
gurate an era of 
disarmament and 
prosperity. Be-
cause of God’s cov-
enant with Israel, 
the people are des-
ignated as 
“prisoners of hope.”  
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you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12 Return 
to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will 
restore to you double.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Psalm 145:8-14 
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and 
 abounding in steadfast love. 
9 LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all 
 your works.  
10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones 
 shall bless you. 
11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your 
 power, 
12 that all people may know of your power and the glorious  
 splendor of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion  
 endures throughout all ages. You, LORD, are faithful in all 
 your words, and loving in all your works. 
14 The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are 
 bowed down.  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Gospel Acclamation  

 
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mathew the Eleventh 
Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 [Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare 
this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Gospel: The Gospel 
Lesson is a selec-
tion from the ac-
counts of the life of 
our Lord recorded 
by the four evange-
lists, St. Matthew, 
St. Mark, St. Luke, 
and St. John.  Be-
cause Christ is with 
us in the Gospel 
reading, we stand 
to honor his pres-
ence.  We also sing 
short verses before 
and after the read-
ing of the  
Gospel.   
 
 
 
Gospel Notes:  
Jesus chides peo-
ple who find fault 
with both his minis-
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calling to one another, 
 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 
wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 18 “For John came neither eating 
nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is 
vindicated by her deeds.” 
  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise 
and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Fa-
ther, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son ex-
cept the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son 
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.”  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
Please be seated 
 
Sermon  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day       “This is My Song”     ELW #887  
              
Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

try and that of John 
the Baptist. He 
thanks God that 
wisdom and intelli-
gence are not need-
ed to receive what 
God has to offer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Apostles’ Creed: 
The Creed is our 
response to God's 
speaking to us. Mar-
tyrs and saints have 
been confessing 
this creed since 325 
A.D. The word 
"creed" comes from 
the Latin "credo" 
which means, "I be-
lieve!"  
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Prayers of the People  
L: God of grace,  
C: hear our prayer.  
 
L: Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all 
our cares, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C: Amen.  
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit  
Offering Prayer 
L: Blessed are you, O God,  
C: for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and wine-
presses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in 
this land. Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of 
your compassion, serving your love without limits through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Peo-
ple: This prayer in 
the service follows 
the directive of the  
Apostle Paul to 
young Timothy, a 
pastor: “I urge, 
then, first of all, that 
requests, prayers, 
intercession and 
thanksgiving be 
made for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering: As Luther-
ans, we believe that 
Christian giving is 
about worship AND 
action. As an option 
to the offering 
plate, scan this QR 
code to access  our 
secure digital offer-
ing plate. 
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Invitation to Communion 
L: Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: Taste and know that 
God is good to all. 
 
Please be seated 
Lamb of God

 
 
Distribution Hymns: #751 (3x), #474, #515, #488 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deep-
est need with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured 
out for us. Pour us out into a broken world. Channel our common 
life toward the common good, following the way our Savior leads 
us now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn     “Come to Me, O Weary Traveler”      ACS #1017  
           
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude      Prelude on “God Save Our Native Land” 
         English folk tune arranged by W. Held  

 

 

Communion: 
Today we will re-
ceive Holy Com-
munion through wa-
fers and pouring 
chalice. Two lines 
will form from the 
front pews to the 
back. Please use 
the hand sanitizer 
provided and take a 
cup from the 
tray. Then proceed 
to receive the glu-
ten-free wafer. Both 
wine and grape 
juice will be availa-
ble.  Please place 
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side aisle 
as you return to the 
pew.   

 
 
Blessing: Here as 
we leave to contin-
ue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, God 
uses the pastor to 
say words that were 
said first through 
Aaron in the wilder-
ness more than 
3,000 years ago. 


