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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

October 4, 2026 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with organ 
Setting 1  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in grace, 

strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 
 Grace Lutheran Church commits to welcoming and celebrating all people; those 
in the LGBTQIA+ community, Black, Indigenous, People of Color, and their allies. 
 We commit to the work of anti-racism, liberation, social and environmental justice 
for all of God's creation. We affirm the sacredness of all people, regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. 
 We affirm the sacredness of all those who have experienced exclusion because 
of race, ability, age, culture, or nationality. We affirm the sacredness of those who 
wrestle with addiction, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic cir-
cumstances, or anything that too often divides us. 
 No matter the labels others may place upon you, or the labels you may place up-
on yourself, here at Grace you will find a home among friends in need of a Savior. 
You are welcome here.   
 
Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are here!  
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 
•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 
•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 

or newsletters in the Entryway. 
Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm 
 
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the   ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude        Adagio in C Minor   M. Reverley  
 
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who pours love into our 
hearts and healing upon the earth. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us 
confess our sin. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in 
the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from over-
use. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indiffer-
ence keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call 
to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us 
to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
L: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through Jesus 
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness 
and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of 
grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn    “Can You Feel the Seasons Turning”     
        ACS #1065 
       
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gathering Hymn: 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  
of the apostle Paul 
to teach and ad-
monish “one  an-
other in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with 
grace in your 
hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
 
 
Kyrie: In Mark 10 
we hear of Jesus’ 
journey through 
Jericho to Jerusa-
lem where he en-
counters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears 
this is Jesus and 
shouts, “Jesus, Son 
of David, have mer-
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cy on me.”  From 
that time to the pre-
sent, Jesus’ follow-
ers have prayed 
that same prayer to 
God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so 
we pray for mercy 
in every aspect of 
life. 
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Canticle of Praise

 

 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray,  
C: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead 
us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that 
are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
 1 I will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vine-
yard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it 
and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines; he built 
a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he 
expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes. 
 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more was there to 
do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it 
to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes? 
 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will re-
move its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its 
wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it a wasteland; it 
shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers 
and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain 
upon it.  
 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, 
and the people of Judah are his cherished garden; he expected 
justice but saw bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry!  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Psalm 80:7-15 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and 
 we shall be saved. 
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the            
 nations and planted it. 
9 You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land. 
10 The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering 
 cedar trees by its boughs.  
11 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the 
 river. 
12 Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by 
 pluck off its grapes? 
13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the 
 field have grazed upon it. 
14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 
15 behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has 
 planted.   

 
 

 

 
 
Reading Notes:  
The prophet sings a 
sad, parable-like 
love song about the 
relationship be-
tween God and Isra-
el. In this song Israel 
is compared to a 
promising vineyard. 
Despite God’s lov-
ing care, the vine-
yard that is Israel 
has brought forth 
“rotten grapes” of 
injustice and dis-
tress, when fine 
grapes of justice 
and righteousness 
were expected.  
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Please rise in body or in spirit 
Gospel Acclamation  

 
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the Second Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Luke 2: 36-38  
 36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to 
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped 
there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she 
came and began to praise God and to speak about the child to 
all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Please be seated 
Sermon  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day     “There Is A Longing In Our Hearts”       
       ACS #1078 
        
Apostles’ Creed     
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 

Gospel: The Gospel 
Lesson is a selec-
tion from the ac-
counts of the life of 
our Lord recorded 
by the four evange-
lists, St. Matthew, 
St. Mark, St. Luke, 
and St. John.  Be-
cause Christ is with 
us in the Gospel 
reading, we stand 
to honor his pres-
ence.  We also sing 
short verses before 
and after the read-
ing of the  
Gospel.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://biblehub.com/luke/2-36.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/2-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/2-38.htm
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 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
            
Prayers of the People  
L: Hear us, O God.  
C: Your mercy is great.  
 
L: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spo-
ken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
C: Amen.  
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: God of creation,  
C: you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and 
in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
 
Blessing for Lutheran World Relief  
L: Holy God, we have neighbors both near and far who are in 
need of hope and help. Your Spirit is a mighty force who brings 
gifts of hope and light into the world.  
C: Open our hearts to see your presence in our neighbors 
across the world. We are all siblings in Christ.  
 
L: Gracious God, we give you thanks for all the donations and 
supplies we have received to make these kits of care.  
C: May these kits offer dignity and hope to those who receive 
them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the Peo-
ple: This prayer in 
the service follows 
the directive of the  
Apostle Paul to 
young Timothy, a 
pastor: “I urge, then, 
first of all, that re-
quests, prayers, in-
tercession and 
thanksgiving be 
made for everyone.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering: As Luther-
ans, we believe that 
Christian giving is 
about worship AND 
action. As an option 
to the offering plate, 
scan this QR code 
to access  our se-
cure digital offering 
plate. 

 
 
 
 



9 

L: Loving God, we give you thanks for all the hands that fash-
ioned these quilts, for the hands that tied and bound them, for 
the hands that will deliver them so that no one feels left out.  
 
C: May these quilts wrap our neighbors in your unending love.  
 
L: Oh God our helper, we ask you to guide the staff and partners 
of Lutheran World Relief. Bless their work. May their voices and 
hands be a beacon of hope.  
C: Keep them safe. Fill them with your strength and persever-
ance.  
 
All: We pray all this in the name of Jesus, the one who is our 
hope. Amen.  
 
Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 
 
Preface 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preface: 
Preface means 
“introduction.”  The 
pastor and people 
get ready to  
celebrate the Holy 
Meal by greeting 
each other and with 
an exhortation as 
how to celebrate 
the meal.  These 
words state why we 
should give thanks 
using words and 
ideas appropriate 
for the season of 
the church year. 
Holy, Holy, Holy: 
Sanctus is a Latin 
word meaning 
“Holy.”  The Sanctus 
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
L: In the night in which he was betrayed… 
  
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
L: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are 
hungry, come! 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

contains words 
from Isaiah’s vision 
of God (Isaiah 6:3) 
and the crowd’s 
response on Palm 
Sunday when Je-
sus entered the city 
of Jerusalem.  We 
join them in spirit 
by singing their 
words as we antici-
pate Christ’s com-
ing in the sacra-
ment. 
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Lamb of God 

 

 
 
Distribution Hymns: ELW #616, ELW #462, ELW #492,  ELW #461  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Prayer after Communion 
L: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with 
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to 
serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, heal-
ing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
C: Amen 
 
Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and 
give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn   “Thine The Amen”     ELW #826  
  
Dismissal 
L: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude       Fantasy for the bass and treble reed pipes - T. Babou  
           

Communion: 
Today we will re-
ceive Holy Com-
munion through 
wafers and pouring 
chalice. Two lines 
will form from the 
front pews to the 
back. Please use 
the hand sanitizer 
provided and take 
a cup from the 
tray. Then proceed 
to receive the glu-
ten-free wafer. Both 
wine and grape 
juice will be availa-
ble.  Please place 
your cup in the bas-
ket by the side 
aisle as you return 
to the pew.   

 

 

 
 
 
Blessing: Here as 
we leave to contin-
ue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, 
God uses the pas-
tor to say words 
that were said first 
through Aaron in 
the wilderness 
more than 3,000 
years ago. 
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Welcome to Grace! 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt ……………………...mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  

Apou Aderbuk………………………………………….apou@gracedm.org  
(Apo- Ader-book) 

Organist –  
 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  

Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  
Kathy Bowermaster  

Minister for Communications –  
Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org 

Bookkeeper –  
Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  

Office Assistant for Worship –  
Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  

Property Manager –  
Brian Gerling..……………………..…………………..brian@gracedm.org  

Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Larry Cramer  
Greeter –  
Liturgist – Nathan Kitrell  
Lector – Ro Zimany  
Communion Assistants – Carol Woodruff  
Altar Guild –  Kathy Bowermaster & Mary Jo McCleary  
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Jon Rissman & Carter Woodruf 
Coffee & Donuts – Tammy Denton  

 
Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

http://www.gracedm.org

