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Grace Lutheran Church  
Companion Congregation: Msindo Parish in Tanzania  

Welcome to Worship  
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

September 13, 2026 
9:00 a.m.  

Liturgical worship with organ 
Setting 1  
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OUR STATEMENT OF MISSION 
Grace Lutheran Church is a community of faith, centered in worship, held in grace, 

strengthened in love, sent forth in mission, in Jesus’ name. 
 Grace Lutheran Church commits to welcoming and celebrating all people; those 
in the LGBTQIA+ community, Black, Indigenous, People of Color, and their allies. 
 We commit to the work of anti-racism, liberation, social and environmental justice 
for all of God's creation. We affirm the sacredness of all people, regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. 
 We affirm the sacredness of all those who have experienced exclusion because 
of race, ability, age, culture, or nationality. We affirm the sacredness of those who 
wrestle with addiction, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic cir-
cumstances, or anything that too often divides us. 
 No matter the labels others may place upon you, or the labels you may place up-
on yourself, here at Grace you will find a home among friends in need of a Savior. 
You are welcome here.   
 
Welcome! If this is your first time worshiping at Grace Lutheran, we’re glad you are here!  
You can learn more about our congregation 

•on our website at www.gracedm.org 
•by asking a greeter or other members of the congregation 
•picking up one of our brief brochures from the Visitor Center in the Gathering Hall, 

or newsletters in the Entryway. 
Worship Online: During times when we are online-only, or when you cannot be with us 
in person, you can participate in worship on our website or Facebook page 
@gracelutherandm 
 
We worship together in many ways: Standing, sitting, singing, speaking, listening. You 
are invited to worship in as many (or few) ways as you are comfortable and able. When 
following along in the bulletin, the congregation is invited to read the items in bold 
(often marked with a C:) aloud. 
 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 
Children belong and are welcome in worship! Children’s bulletins are available from 
the ushers, and activity bags are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.  If need-
ed, the Kids Corner in the Gathering Hall has puzzles, books, coloring pages and Mega-
blocks! This space is intended to offer a place for children to be and play if they need to 
step of out of worship and during fellowship times.  
 
Communion – We welcome all people to the Lord’s table to receive Holy Communion.       
Children ages 3 and above are welcome at the parents’ discretion, after meeting for 
instruction with the pastor. Children not instructed are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. If you are not able to come forward to take communion, please notify an usher 
before the service. Then try to sit by the aisle and the pastor will commune you in your 
pew.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Mike at Mike@gracedm.org, 515-276-6873.  

http://www.gracedm.org
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Prelude    Prelude on the sending hymn "Sent Forth By God's     
     Blessing" (ELW 547) - Welch folk tune arranged by J. Behnke 
 
Welcome  
   
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who pours love into our 
hearts and healing upon the earth. 
C: Amen. 
 
L: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us 
confess our sin. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in 
the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from over-
use. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indiffer-
ence keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call 
to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us 
to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
L: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through Jesus 
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness 
and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of 
grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn    “All Creatures Worship God Most High”      
          ELW #835  
         
Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gathering Hymn: 
We are a “singing 
church,” so we    
follow the advice  
of the apostle Paul 
to teach and ad-
monish “one  an-
other in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with 
grace in your 
hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 
3:16).   
 
 
Kyrie: In Mark 10 
we hear of Jesus’ 
journey through 
Jericho to Jerusa-
lem where he en-
counters            
Bartimaeus, a blind 
man, who hears 
this is Jesus and 
shouts, “Jesus, Son 
of David, have mer-
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cy on me.”  From 
that time to the pre-
sent, Jesus’ follow-
ers have prayed 
that same prayer to 
God: “Kyrie 
Eleison”   (“Lord, 
have mercy”). We 
are totally depend-
ent upon God, so 
we pray for mercy 
in every aspect of 
life. 
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Canticle of Praise

 

 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day  
L: Let us pray,  
C: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible foun-
tain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts 
that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 
 15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, 
“What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back 
in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he 
died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your broth-
ers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore 
please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your fa-
ther.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers 
also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 
slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the 
place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, 
God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous peo-
ple, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide 
for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God  
 
Anthem         “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

 Paul Kallenbach, Anna Kitrell, Nathan Kitrell, Jenny Rehder 
“O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; be now and 

always near me, my Savior and my friend…” 
 
 
Psalm 103: 1-13 
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s 
 holy name. 
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits— 
3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases; 
4 who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with 
 steadfast love and mercy;  
5 who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is 
 renewed like an eagle’s. 
6 O LORD, you provide vindication and justice for all who are  
 oppressed. 
7 You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the 
 children of Israel. 
8 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Notes:  
After Jacob’s death 
the brothers of Jo-
seph begged for 
forgiveness for the 
crime they had 
done against him. 
You intended to do 
me harm, Joseph 
said, but God used 
this as an oppor-
tunity to do good 
and save many 
lives.  
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and abounding in steadfast love;  
9 you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger  
 forever. 
10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid 
 us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your 
 steadfast love for those who fear you. 
12 As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed 
 our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion for his children, so you have  
 compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.   
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Gospel Acclamation  

 
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the Eighteenth    
Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 
 21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister 
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, sev-
enty-seven times. 
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he 
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered 
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his 
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as 
he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Gospel: The Gospel 
Lesson is a selec-
tion from the ac-
counts of the life of 
our Lord recorded 
by the four evange-
lists, St. Matthew, 
St. Mark, St. Luke, 
and St. John.  Be-
cause Christ is with 
us in the Gospel 
reading, we stand 
to honor his pres-
ence.  We also sing 
short verses before 
and after the read-
ing of the  
Gospel.   
 

Gospel Notes: 
When Peter asks 
about the limits of 
forgiveness, Jesus 
responds with a 
parable that sug-
gests human for-
giveness should 
mirror the unlimited 
mercy of God.  
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you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with 
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he re-
fused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay 
the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord 
all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said 
to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because 
you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord 
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 
debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”  
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord   
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Please be seated 
Sermon  
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Hymn of the Day    “God's Work, Our Hands”       ACS #1000   
          
Apostles’ Creed     
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
            
Prayers of the People  
L: Hear us, O God.  
C: Your mercy is great.  
 
L: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to 
ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Je-
sus’ name.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the Peo-
ple: This prayer in 
the service follows 
the directive of the  
Apostle Paul to 
young Timothy, a 
pastor: “I urge, then, 
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C: Amen.  
 
All: God of love, have mercy on us.  Pour out your Spirit upon 
us.  Center us in worship.  Hold us in grace. Strengthen us in 
love. Send us forth in mission. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all, 
C: And also with you! 
 
Please be seated 
Announcements 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
Offering Prayer 
L: God of creation,  
C: you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and 
in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
L: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you 
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beau-
ty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, 
O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 
L: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your won-
derful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a 
pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your 
Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 
L: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and 
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those en-
tombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word 
of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 
L: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: 
renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the 
sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near 
to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory  
forever. 
C: Amen. 
  
 

first of all, that re-
quests, prayers, in-
tercession and 
thanksgiving be 
made for everyone.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering: As Luther-
ans, we believe that 
Christian giving is 
about worship AND 
action. As an option 
to the offering plate, 
scan this QR code 
to access  our se-
cure digital offering 
plate. 
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L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing                                         
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon 
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn   “Sent Forth By God's Blessing” ELW #547 
 
  
Dismissal 
L: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude     Improvisation on the hymn of the day "God's Work, 
   Our Hands"  (ACS 1000)  
          D. Johnson arranged by M. Burkhardt 
          
               

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Blessing: Here as 
we leave to contin-
ue our journey 
through the  
wilderness to the 
Promised Land, 
God uses the pas-
tor to say words 
that were said first 
through Aaron in 
the wilderness 
more than 3,000 
years ago. 
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Welcome to Grace! 
Pastor –  

 The Rev. Michael Schmidt ……………………...mike@gracedm.org 
Vicar  

Apou Aderbuk………………………………………….apou@gracedm.org  
(Apo- Ader-book) 

Organist –  
 Rich Snyder………………………………………………..rich@gracedm.org  

Piano Accompanist, Music Ensemble Coordinator –  
Kathy Bowermaster  

Minister for Communications –  
Michelle Voelker ……………………………….michelle@gracedm.org 

Bookkeeper –  
Mike Hilsabeck……………………………………...mike.h@gracedm.org  

Office Assistant for Worship –  
Jessica Flannery…..…………………………..…..jessica@gracedm.org  

Property Manager –  
Brian Gerling..……………………..…………………..brian@gracedm.org  

Custodian – Todd Haugen 
Usher – Eric Weber  
Greeter – Pam & Lenny Palmer  
Liturgist – Paul Kallenbach  
Lector – Jenny Rehder  
Altar Guild – Rita Stackhouse, Jenny Rehder, & Val Culp  
Tech Crew – Greg Boeschen, Jamie Briggs, Chuck Denton, Paul Nelson, 
Jon Rissman, & Amy Schmelzer  
Counters – Jon Rissman & Carter Woodruff 
Coffee & Donuts – Dean Watson 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

5201 Urbandale Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Pastor Michael Schmidt 

515-276-6873 
www.gracedm.org 

http://www.gracedm.org

